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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 693  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY STAUFFER, BRI GHTBI LL, ANDREZESKI AND LYNCH
APRI L 16, 1985

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, JUNE 25, 1985
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AN ACT

Regul ating the right to practice acupuncture; requiring the
regi stration of acupuncturists; and providing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Acupuncture
Regi strati on Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Acupuncture.” The stinulation of certain points on or near
the surface of the body by the insertion of needles to prevent
or alleviate the perception of pain or to nornmalize
physi ol ogi cal functions, including pain control, for the
treatment of certain diseases or dysfunctions of the body.

"Acupuncturists.”™ An individual registered to practice
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acupuncture by the State Board of Medical Education and
Li censure.

"Board." The State Board of Medical Education and Licensure.
Section 3. Regulation of the practice of acupuncture.

(a) Registration required.--Acupuncture may be practiced by
or at the direction and under the supervision of a physician. An
i ndi vidual, including a physician, shall be registered with the
board before the individual may practice acupuncture in this
Conmonweal t h.

(b) Regulations to be promul gated. --The board shal
pronul gate regul ations requiring the proper training of
i ndi vi dual s, including physicians, before they may be registered
to practice acupuncture in this Conmonweal th. Proper training
shall include to the extent determ ned by the board, education
or denonstrated experience in the practice of acupuncture. The
board may promul gate such other regul ati ons as are deened proper
and necessary regarding the practice of acupuncture.

(c) Practice to be under general supervision of a
physi ci an. -- An acupuncturist is not required to practice
acupuncture on the prem ses of the office of a physician,
however, an acupuncturist, other than a physician, is required
to practice acupuncture under the general supervision of a
physi ci an. The supervising physician is not required to be
registered wwth the board as an acupuncturist. "General
supervi si on" nmeans the supervising physician shall:

(1) Performa medical diagnostic exam nation or review
the results of a recently perforned nedical diagnostic

exam nation with respect to any ailnment or condition to be

treated by acupuncture prior to such treatnent.

(2) Be personally available for consultation on the
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prem ses or be avail able by tel ephone contact, chart review

or other means approved by the board.

(3) Place conditions and restrictions on the course of
treatment if required as a matter of sound nedical practice.

(d) Renoval fromregistration.--The board shall have the
authority to suspend, revoke or cancel the registration of any
per son who engages i n unprofessional conduct or inconpetent
practice, is addicted to drugs or al cohol, or violates any
provi sions of the act or rules or regul ations of the board.

(e) Section not applicable to dentists and podiatrists.--

This section shall not apply to a dentist perform ng acupuncture
in connection with the practice of dentistry or a podiatrist
perform ng acupuncture in a connection with the practice of

podi atry.

Section 4. Penalties.

(a) Registration.--Except as provided for in section 3{d) <—
3(E), it shall be unlawful for an individual to practice <—
acupuncture in this Cormmonweal th unless the individual is
regi stered as an acupuncturi st by the board. An individual
willfully violating the provisions of this seetien ACT shall be <—
guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the third degree.

(b) Injunction.--The unlawful practice of acupuncture as
defined may be enjoined by the courts on petition of the board
or by the conm ssioner. In any such proceeding, it shall not be
necessary to show that any person is individually injured by the
actions conplained of. If the respondent is found guilty of the
unl awful practice of acupuncture, the court shall enjoin him
fromso practicing unless he has been duly registered. Procedure
in such cases shall be the sane as in any other injunction suit.

The renedy of injunction shall be in addition to crim nal
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1 prosecution and puni shnent.
2 Section 5. Effective date.

3 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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