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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 33 “Toas

I NTRODUCED BY NOYE, FEBRUARY 25, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, FEBRUARY 26, 1985
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Insurance Departnment to investigate the availability
and the reasonabl eness of the cost of liability insurance
regardi ng asbestos renoval and encapsulation in the public

school s of this Commonweal t h.

WHEREAS, Fromthe end of World War Il until the early 1970's,
asbestos regularly was placed in schools throughout this
Commonweal th for insulation, fireproofing and sound abatenent;
and

WHEREAS, Serious health hazards are posed by asbestos when it
isin friable form (when it can be crunbled or pulverized) in
that inhaled fibers can | ead to di seases such as asbestosis,
| ung cancer and nesot heli oma; and

WHEREAS, The cost of asbestos renpval and encapsul ation
(sealing of the fibers inside walls and ceilings) is quite
expensive and nust, in many instances, be borne entirely by
| ocal school districts; and

WHEREAS, The cost of liability insurance coverage for

asbest os renoval and encapsul ati on contractors is a significant
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part of the overall prohibitive cost problemfacing districts
with regard to this matter; and

WHEREAS, Such insurance is not readily available to
contractors, given the reluctance on the part of insurers to
insure the risks attendant to asbestos renoval and given the
conconmitant prohibitive cost of such insurance when it is
avai |l abl e for purchase; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
urge the Insurance Departnent to investigate the availability
and reasonabl eness of the cost of prem uns for insurance
coverage for asbestos renoval contractors to determ ne what
actions are warranted in order to make such insurance nore
readily available to such contractors; and that the departnent
specifically study the feasibility and desirability of
establishing a special liability insurance fund to provide
contractors with a neans to purchase adequate liability
i nsurance at reasonable rates; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Insurance Departnent report its findings,
al ong with any recomrendati ons, to the CGeneral Assenbly wi thin
90 days; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to

t he | nsurance Conmi ssioner and to the Gover nor.
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