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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2358 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY FOX, NAHI LL, COHEN, ARTY, GANNQON, JOHNSQON, TI GUE
TELEK, FREEMAN, DEAL, LANGIRY, RAYMOND, KENNEY AND HERSHEY,
APRI L 14, 1986

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 14, 1986
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” requiring notification of parents or
| egal guardi ans when children are absent from school.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Secti on 1354. 1. Noti ficati on When Children are Absent.--(a)

Begi nning with the 1986 school year, if any child enrolled in a

public school in grades kindergarten through eight is absent

fromschool, and there is no record that such absence is for a

valid cause, nor notification that the absence has been

aut hori zed by the parent, | egal gquardi an or ot her person havi ng

| egal custody of such child, an enpl oye or other agent, whether

a volunteer or otherw se, designated by the public school in
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which the child is enrolled, shall, within two hours after the

first class in which the child is enroll ed, make a reasonabl e

effort to pronptly tel ephone and notify the parent, |eqgal

quardi an or other person having | egal custody of the child, of

the child' s absence from school. Such notification shall not be

gi ven for an absence authorized by the parent, |egal quardi an or

ot her person having | egal custody of the child. Prior to any

enrollnent of a child in a public school, the school district

shall notify parents, | egal guardi ans or other persons havi ng

| egal custody of a child, of their responsibility to authorize

any absence and to notify the school in advance or at the tine

of any such absence, and that the school requires at | east one

and not nore than two tel ephone nunbers be given for purposes of

this section. The school district shall require that such

t el ephone nunbers be given at the tine of enroll nent of the

child in school, which nunbers may be changed fromtine to tine

upon notification to the school.

(b)Y The requirenments of this section shall have been net by

the school if notification of an absence has been attenpted by

t el ephoni ng the one or two nunbers given the school by the

parent, | egal quardi an or other person having | egal custody of a

child, whether or not there is any answer at such tel ephone

nunber or nunbers. Further, the requirenents of this section

shall have been net if the notification is given to a nenber of

t he household of the child's parent, | egal guardi an or other

person having | egal custody of the child, which nenber of the

househol d nust be ten years of age or ol der.

(c) An enploye or other agent designated by the public

school who in good faith makes a reasonable effort to notify the

parent, |egal quardi an or other person having | egal custody of a
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child of the child' s absence from school, when required by this

section, shall not, as a result of his acts or oni ssi ons, except

wilful or wanton m sconduct on the part of such enpl oye or agent

in attenpting to conply with the notification requirenments of

be subject to any of the penalties or sanctions provided for in

this act.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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