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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2157 =%

| NTRODUCED BY LETTERVAN, DI ETZ, GODSHALL AND GAMBLE
FEBRUARY 12, 1986

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, FEBRUARY 12, 1986
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AN ACT

Amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, further providing for the registration of boats;

i nposi ng additional penalties for registration violations and

actions by issuing agents; and granting the comm ssion
addi ti onal powers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 321, 5104, 5122, 5301, 5302, 5303, 5304,

5305, 5306, 5310 and 5311 of Title 30 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:
§ 321. Administration and enforcenent.

The commi ssion shall admnister and enforce this title and

other laws of this Commonwealth relating to:

(1) The encouragenent, pronotion and devel opnent of the

fishery interests.
(2) The protection, propagation and distribution of
fish.

(3) The encouragenent, pronption and devel opnent of

recreati onal boating.
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[(3)] (4) The managenent of boating and the operation of
boat s.
§ 5104. Fees.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The following fees apply to

regi strations, licenses, permts and capacity plates issued
under this part and the fees collected shall be deposited in the
State Treasury in the Boat Fund:
(1) Omner registration (boats less than 16 feet in
length), [$4] $6 per year.
(2) Owner registration (boats 16 feet or |onger), $6 per
year.

(2.1) Owner registration (boats not equi pped with

propel ling machinery), $6 per year.

(3) Duplicate owner registration, [$1] $3 each.

(4) Dealer registration, $15 per year.

(5) Additional dealer registration, $5 each.

(6) License for operator of passenger-carrying boat, $5
each.

(7) Capacity plate, $2 each

[(8) Permt for special marine event, $2 each.]

(b) Exenption.--A boat owned or operated by the Commonweal th

shall be exenpt fromthe owner reqgistration fees of subsecti on

(a)(1), (2) and (2.1).

§ 5122. Registrations, licenses, permts, plates and statistics.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The comm ssion may pronul gate rul es and
regul ations relating to:
(1) Permanent and tenporary registration of [nptorboats]
(2) Special provisions applicable to |ivery operators,

deal ers, manufacturers and the owners or operators of
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passenger-carryi ng boats.

(3) Display of nunbers.

(4) Renewal of certificates of registration.

(5) Transfer of ownership of or interest in boats or the
abandonnent or destruction of registered boats.

(6) Licensing of operators of passenger-carrying boats.

(7) Display of capacity plates by boats, the infornmation
to be displayed thereon and the issuance of capacity pl ates.

(8) Issuance of permts for special marine events.

(9) Conpilation and rel ease of statistics on accidents
and regi stered boats.

(b) Penalty.--Any person who violates a rule or regul ation
pronul gated under this section conmts a sumary offense of the
third degree except that a person who operates a passenger-
carrying boat without a license conmmts a summary of fense of the
second degr ee.

8 5301. Registration of [nptorboats] boats required.

(a) GCeneral rule.--It is unlawmful for any person to operate
or navigate, or cause to be operated or navigated, any
[ mot or boat] boat upon, over or through the waters of this
Commonweal th unl ess the [notorboat] boat is registered in
accordance with this chapter

(b) Penalty.--Any person who violates this section comrts a
summary of fense of the second degree.

§ 5302. Exenptions fromregistration.

[ The registration requirenents of this chapter do not apply

to:]

(a) GCeneral rule.--The foll owi ng cl asses of boats are exenpt

fromthe registrati on requi renents of this chapter

(1) Boats currently registered or awarded a nunber by

19860H2157B2940 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

anot her state under a nunbering system approved by Federal
authority in which case the registration or nunber will be
valid in this Cormonwealth for a period of 60 days.

(2) Foreign boats tenporarily using the waters of this
Commonweal t h.

(3) Boats, other than boats used for recreational
pur poses, which are:

(i) owned by the United States, a state or a

subdi vi sion thereof, except boats used for recreation;

(i) used solely for public service functions such
as search and rescue; and
(ti1) clearly identifiable as such.
Thi s paragraph includes boats owned by quasi-public
organi zati ons such as volunteer fire departnents and river
rescue units and used exclusively in the performance of their
work in furthering safety and search and rescue on the water.

(4) Lifeboats on ships.

[(5) Boats possessing a valid marine docunent issued by
the United States Coast Cuard, or any Federal successor
thereto, or by any foreign governnent.

(6) Boats not equi pped with propelling nachinery.]

(5) Boats |less than seven feet in | ength not equi pped

wi th propelling nachinery.

(6) Nonpowered boats used on an artificial pond

constructed on a farm and hol di ng water the source of which

is wholly within the limts of the farm operated by the

owner or |lessee of the farm his fanmily and ot her persons who

are reqularly enployed upon the farm all of the class of

whi ch nmust pernmnentl|ly reside upon the farm

(b) Exenption by conm ssion.--The conmi ssi on nay exenpt any
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addi ti onal boat or class of boats fromthe regi strati on

provi sions of this chapter under such conditions as it nay

§ 5303. [Voluntary and special registrations.

(a) Registration of other watercraft.--Wtercraft other than
not orboats nmay be registered under this chapter at the option of
t he owner.

(b) Registration of Comonweal t h not orboats. - - Speci al
regi strations shall be issued free of charge by the comr ssion
for notorboats owned or operated by the Commonweal th.] Reserved.
§ 5304. Issuing agents.

(a) Designation.--The comm ssion may designate as issuing
agents the county treasurer (or in counties where, by virtue of
an optional plan of governnment or hone rule charter, there is no
county treasurer, the official who perfornms the ordinary
functions of a county treasurer) or such other persons in each
county, as it deens advantageous, to provide for the issuance of
[ mot orboat] boat registrations in accordance with the provisions
of this chapter.

(b) Fee.--For all services rendered in collecting and payi ng
over registration fees, each issuing agent shall charge and
retain an additional fee not exceeding $2 fromthe person
securing the registration. If the issuing agent is a county
treasurer or other official who perforns that function, the fee
shall be retained for the use of the county.

(c) Bond.--Every issuing agent shall give bond to the
Commonweal th, in a sum determ ned by the executive director,
before any supply of registration forns is delivered to him

(d) Disposition of noneys.--Every issuing agent shal

forward all noneys collected, along with all appropriate forns,
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to the comm ssion within five days after receipt of each and
every registration.

(e) Penalty.--Any issuing agent violating any of the

provi sions of this section conmmts a sunmary offense of the

second degree and, in addition, nmay have his agency recall ed at

the discretion of the conm Ssi on.

8§ 5305. Application for registration.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any person owning a [notorboat] boat and
desiring to operate or navigate the [notorboat] boat, or cause
it to be operated or navigated, on any inland or tidal waters of
this Coormonweal th shall make a witten application to the
conmmi ssion or to a designated issuing agent for a registration
for the [notorboat] boat.

(b) Formand content.--The application shall be nade on a
form prescri bed, prepared and furnished by the comm ssion and,
together with such other information as the comm ssion may
require, shall state the nane and address of the applicant and,
if the applicant is a partnership, the names and addresses of
all the partners, and, if the applicant is a corporation, the
nanes and addresses of the officers.

(c) Penalty.--A person violating any of the provisions of

this section commts a summary offense of the second degree.

§ 5306. Certificate of registration.

(a) Issuance.--Upon receipt of a signed application and upon
t he paynent of the annual registration fee, the comm ssion shal
issue to the applicant owner a certificate of registration for
his [notorboat] boat. The certificate of registration shall be
pocket size.

(b) Carrying on [notorboat] boat.--The certificate of

regi stration shall be available at all times for inspection on
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t he [notorboat] boat for which i ssued whenever the [notorboat]

boat is in operation and shall be carried in such a manner that

it can be handed to any Federal, State or |ocal | aw enforcenent

officer authorized to inspect it. The conmni ssion may by

requl ati on exenpt certain classes of boats fromthis requirenent

or prescribe alternate conpli ance requirenents.

(c) Retention on shore.--The certificate of registration for
[ mot or boat s] boats |less than 26 feet long, |eased or rented for
noncomrer ci al use of |ess than seven days, may be retai ned on
shore by the owner of the [nptorboat] boat or his representative
at the place fromwhich the [nptorboat] boat departs or returns
to the possession of the owner or his representative. A
[ mot orboat] boat that does not have the certificate of
regi stration on board shall be identifiable while in use and
shall conply with all other requirenents.

(d) Duplicates.--[Upon application of the owner on a form
prescri bed by the conm ssion, the comm ssion may i ssue the owner

a duplicate registration certificate upon paynent of the

applicable fee.] The conm ssion may issue a duplicate

certificate of reqgistration to the owner of a properly

regi stered boat upon application by the owner on a form

prescri bed by the conmi ssion and with paynent of the applicable

(e) Penalty.--Any person operating a properly registered
[ mot or boat] boat who does not have avail able for inspection on

the [notorboat] boat, or refuses or fails to hand to any

officer, the certificate of registration comits a sunmary
of fense of the third degree.
8§ 5310. Display of registration nunber.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The registration nunmber shown on the
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1 certificate of registration shall be painted on or attached to
2 each side of the bow of the [nbtorboat] boat in order that it
3 may be clearly visible. No other nunber may be displayed on the
4 bow. The nunber shall be maintained in a |egible condition.

5 (b) Exceptions.--The provisions of subsection (a) do not

6 apply to:

7 (1) Boats possessing a valid narine docunent issued by
8 the United States Coast Guard or any Federal successor

9 thereto.

10 (2) Any other boat or _class of boats on which the

11 conmi ssion deternm nes the display of the nunber is not

12 feasible.

13 [(b)] (c) Penalty.--A person who operates a properly

14 registered [notorboat] boat that does not display a proper

15 registration nunber conmits a summary offense of the third

16 degree.

17 8§ 5311. Tanpering with identification nunbers.

18 (a) General rule.--No unauthorized person shall erase,

19 deface, change, paint on or in any way tanmper with any
20 registration nunber or card or any other identification nunber
21 on a [notorboat] boat or notor.
22 (b) Penalty.--Any person who violates this section comrts a
23 summary offense of the second degree.
24 Section 2. This act shall take effect April 1, 1987, or
25 inmmediately, whichever is |ater.
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