PRINTER S NO. 2864

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2097 =%

I NTRODUCED BY KUKOVI CH, MANDERI NO, | RVI'S, Pl EVSKY, | TKI N,
DOVBROMBKI, D. R WRI GHT, SEVENTY, PETRONE, GRU TZA, LLOYD,
CAWLEY, VEON, COWNELL, STABACK, BELFANTI, CALTAG RONE, TRELLOQ,
PETRARCA, VAN HORNE, COLE, DelLUCA, FREEMAN, GRUPPO, STEWART,
CAPPABI ANCA, KASUNI C, TELEK, MRKONI C, WAMBACH, GEORGE
LI NTON, LUCYK, LESCOVITZ, MCALL, DUFFY, M CHLOVI C, WOZN AK,
MORRI S, BATTI STO, COLAFELLA, PRESTON, STEI GANER, GALLAGHER,
DAW DA, HERVAN AND COY, FEBRUARY 5, 1986

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, FEBRUARY 5, 1986
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AN ACT
Creating the Pennsyl vania Econom ¢ and Infrastructure
Devel opnent Board; providing for the devel opnent and
i npl enentati on of an econom c and infrastructure devel opnment
strategy for the Commonweal th; providing for the nonitoring
of prograns established by the inplenentation of such
strategy; providing for the powers and duties of the board;
and maki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
Econom ¢ and Infrastructure Devel opnent Board Act.
Section 2. Legislative purpose.
It is the finding of the General Assenbly that the econony of
this Coomonwealth is severely distressed. There are nany causes
for the present situation. The decline of the national econony

is only one of the causes; and studi es have shown that, even
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with a prolonged national recovery, it is unlikely that

unenpl oynment in the Commonwealth will rebound quickly. The
underlying problemis that the econony of this Comonwealth is
heavi |y dependent on industries that are not currently
conpetitive in world markets and nmust undergo severe
retrenchnment if they are to becone conpetitive or on industries
that are and will continue to be vulnerable to conpetition from
overseas. Further underlying the problenms of Pennsylvania's
econony are nechani zation, capital intensification and technical
changes in production methods by private comrercial and

i ndustrial conpani es which have created a significant class of
di sl ocated workers. This class of dislocated workers is a threat
to the long-termstability of the Coomonwealth. It is the
further finding of the General Assenbly that it is essential for
t he Commonweal th to address the problens of the econony in a
uni fi ed manner. To acconplish this, the devel opnment and

i npl enentati on of an econom c devel opnent strategy is needed to
pronote the general welfare of the people of this Comobnweal th.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Pennsylvania Econom ¢ and Infrastructure
Devel opnent Board established by this act.

Section 4. Pennsylvania Econom ¢ and Infrastructure Devel opnent
Boar d.

There is hereby created an i ndependent agency to be known as
t he Pennsyl vani a Economi ¢ and Infrastructure Devel opnent Board.
The board shall consist of 31 nenbers and be conposed of the

following: the Secretary of Conmerce; the Secretary of Comrunity
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Affairs; the Secretary of Education; the Secretary of Labor and
I ndustry; the Chairperson of the MIrite Council; a
representative of the State Job Training Council of the Private
I ndustry Councils as designated by the Governor; a
representative of the Ben Franklin Partnership Board as
designated by the Secretary of Commerce; two nenbers of the
Senate, one to be appointed by the Majority Leader and one to be
appointed by the Mnority Leader; and two nmenbers of the House
of Representatives, one to be appointed by the Majority Leader
and one to be appointed by the Mnority Leader. The remai ning
menbers shall be appointed by the Governor with the advice and
consent of the Senate. The nenbers appointed by the Governor
shal | have background in or know edge of econom c devel opnent,
public financing and public or private sector econom c planning
and devel opnment and infrastructure devel opnent, and at | east one
menber shall be involved in each of the follow ng: |arge

busi ness nanagenent; snall business; organi zed | abor; basic
educati on; postsecondary education; nmanpower training, and a
regi onal econom c devel opnent agency and a | ocal economc

devel opnent agency. The nenbers of the board initially appointed
by the Governor shall serve for terns of one to five years,
respectively, fromthe date of their appointnment and until their
respective successors shall be duly appointed and qualified. The
term of each appoi nted nenber shall be designated by the
Governor at the tinme of the appointnment, with four nenbers
designated in each year category. The successors of such
initially appointed nenbers shall each be appointed for a term
of five years and until their respective successors shall be
duly appointed and qualified, except that any person appointed

to fill a vacancy shall serve only for the unexpired term and
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any appoi nted nenber of the board shall be eligible for
reappoi ntnent. The board shall select one of its nenbers to be
chai rman. The menbers of the board shall be entitled to no
conpensation for their services as nenbers but shall be entitled
to rei nbursenent for all necessary expenses incurred in
connection with the performance of their duties as nenbers.
Section 5. Powers and duties of board.

The board shall have the power and its duty shall be:

(1) To devel op, advocate and nonitor an econon c and

i nfrastructure devel opnent strategy for the Commonweal th. In

furtherance of such strategy, the board shall do the

fol | ow ng:

(i) Develop recommendations into specific proposals
to the CGovernor

(i1i) Develop reconmendations into specific
| egi sl ative proposals to the General Assenbly.

(1i1) Gve due consideration that |and, |abor and
capital incentives to businesses are offered in a
busi nessli ke and coordi nat ed manner.

(iv) Gve due consideration that businesses
receiving aid through State progranms hire those being
trained through the State's enpl oynent and training
pr ogr ans.

(v) Gve due consideration that localities
(particularly smaller comunities in econom cally-

di stressed areas) use the State's business assistance
prograns and devel op their own conpl enentary prograns.

(vi) Gve due consideration that pensions fund
noneys are being invested for the maxi num econom c

devel opnent benefit of the State while protecting
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retirees' future benefits.

(vii) Gve due consideration that State devel opnent -
rel ated agencies are coordinated to m nimze overlap and
duplication of effort and ensure consistency of goals.

(viii) Monitor and test results in the State's
econonmi ¢ and i nfrastructure devel opnent strategy agai nst
the goals stated in the strategy.

(2) To hire and establish salaries for an Econom ¢ and
Infrastructure Devel opnent Manager and ot her staff and
clerical assistance as may be necessary to performits duties
under this act.

(3) To purchase such equi pnent as nmay be deened
necessary to performits duties under this act.

(4) To hold such public hearings as the board deens
necessary to fulfill its functions.

Section 6. Mnitoring.

The board shall establish and inplenment procedures to nonitor
econoni ¢ and infrastructure devel opnent prograns and to nonitor
the status of maturing industries as well as other industries to
determine if such prograns and industrial trends are follow ng
the strategy established by the board. Those responsible for the
adm ni stration of any such program shall cooperate fully with
t he board.

Section 7. Reports and reporting.

(a) Initial plan.--An initial plan shall be reported to the
Governor within six nmonths of establishment of the board. Copies
of the initial plan shall be filed with the Majority and
Mnority Leaders of the Senate and the House of Representatives.

(b) Annual plan.--An annual plan shall be reported to the

Governor at the end of the cal endar year. Copies of the annual
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1 plan shall be filed with the Majority and Mnority Leaders of

2 the Senate and the House of Representatives.

3 (c) Quarterly reports.--Quarterly reports pursuant to the

4 nonitoring provisions of this act shall be filed with the

5 Governor, the Secretary of Commerce and the Majority and

6 Mnority Leaders of the Senate and the House of Representatives.
7 (d) Acceptance or rejection of plans.--Upon acceptance of

8 the initial plan and annual plans, the Governor shall have 30

9 days to accept, reject or nodify such plan or plans.

10 Section 8. Appropriation.

11 The sum of $500, 000, or as nuch thereof as nmay be necessary,
12 is hereby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Econom ¢ and

13 Infrastructure Devel opnent Board fromthe Pennsyl vania Econom c
14 Revitalization Fund for the fiscal year 1985-1986, to carry out
15 the provisions of this act.

16 Section 9. Effective date.

17 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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