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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1834 *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY BELFANTI, PETRARCA, DOVBROWSKI, TRELLO, PERZEL
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AN ACT
Rel ating to the conducting and operating of small games of
chance by nonprofit associations; providing for license fees
and their disposition; inmposing duties on county treasurers
and district attorneys; prescribing penalties; and repealing

i nconsi stent acts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Small Ganes
of Chance Law.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Association.” A volunteer fire conpany, anbul ance
association or religious, charitable, fraternal, veterans,

civic, county fair or agricultural association, or auxiliary

t hereof , organi zed as a nonprofit organi zation, which shall have
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exi sted and conduct ed business in furtherance of the express
purpose of its witten constitution, charter, articles of

i ncorporation or bylaws for two years prior to application for a

i cense.
"Charitabl e purpose.” Benevolent or philanthropic purpose.
"Civic purpose.” Community purpose or other purpose for

whi ch the association is chartered.

"Licensing authority.” The county treasurer or, in any hone
rule of the county or city of the first class where there is no
el ected treasurer, the designee of the governing authority.

"Smal | games of chance.” Any device which is used for
ganbl i ng purposes in which noney is paid for the purpose of
trying to gain a nonetary return, including stanp machi nes,
menber sign-in lotteries, punchboards, pull-tab devices, half-
and-half tickets and raffles, but not including those machines
commonly known as sl ot nmachines or those ganes of chance
commonly known as bingo, roulette, dice, blackjack or other
games comonly associ ated with casi no ganbling.

Section 3. Associations permtted to conduct and operate smal
ganmes of chance.

Any association, for a charitable or civic purpose, when
|icensed pursuant to this act, nmay conduct and operate snal
ganes of chance as defined in this act.

Section 4. Rules for licensing.

(a) Issuance and fees.--The |icensing authority shal
I i cense, upon application, any association to conduct and
operate smal|l ganes of chance at one location in the county. The
license fee to be charged to each association shall be $500 per
annum The fees collected pursuant to this section, after the

deduction of expenses incurred in adm nistering this act, shal
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be paid by the licensing authority to the school district
wherei n the association conducts or operates the snmall ganes of
chance.

(b) Display.--Licenses issued pursuant to this section shal
be publicly displayed on the prem ses.

(c) Operation.--No association may hire any person to
manage, set up, operate or actually run the small ganes of
chance. Operators nust be bona fide nenbers of the association.

(d) Application for license.--Each association shall apply
to the licensing authority for a license on a formto be
prescri bed by the Secretary of the Commonweal th. The form shal
contain an affidavit to be affirnmed by the executive officer or
secretary of the association stating that:

(1) No person under 18 years of age, or in the case of
an association holding a |liquor license, 21 years of age,
will be permtted by the association to play the snmall ganes
of chance.

(2) The facility in which the small ganmes of chance are
to be played has adequate neans of ingress and egress and
adequate sanitary facilities available in the area.

(3) The association is the owner of the prem ses upon
whi ch the small ganmes of chance are played or, if it is not,
that the association is not |easing such prem ses fromthe
owner thereof under an oral agreenment, nor is it |easing such
prem ses fromthe owner thereof under a witten agreenent at
a rental which is determined by the anmount of receipts
realized fromthe playing of the small ganmes of chance.

Section 5. Revocation of |icenses.
(a) Gounds.--The licensing authority may revoke or refuse

to renew the |license of any associ ati on whenever the district
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attorney finds upon conplaint and investigation that:

(1) Any of the funds derived fromthe operation of the
smal | ganes of chance are used for any purpose other than for
charitable or civic purposes.

(2) Any person under 18 years of age, or in the case of
an associ ation holding a |iquor |icense, a person under 21
years of age, is playing the small ganes of chance as defined
in this act.

(3) The facility in which the small ganmes of chance are
pl ayed does not have adequate neans of ingress and egress and
does not have adequate sanitary facilities available in the
ar ea.

(4) Conpensation has been paid to or received by any
person, or that a person or persons other than those
authorized in section 4 have been invol ved in managi ng,
setting up, operating or running the small ganes of chance.

(5) The association conducts the small ganes of chance
upon prem ses which it does not own or |ease in accordance
with this act and is either:

(1) leasing such prem ses fromthe owner thereof
under an oral agreenment; or

(ii) leasing such prem ses fromthe owner thereof
under a witten agreenment at a rental which is determ ned
by the anmount of receipts realized fromthe playing of
the small ganes of chance.

(6) False or erroneous information was provided in the
original notarized application.

(7) An association has been convicted of a violation of
this act as evidenced by a certified record of the

convi cti on.
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(b) Production of records.--The treasurer of the school
district may require the |licensees to produce their books to
determine if the proper license and stanp fees are bei ng paid.
The district attorney may require the licensees to produce their
books, accounts and records relating to the conduct of smal
ganes of chance in order to determ ne whether a |license shoul d
be revoked or renewal thereof denied.

Section 6. Penalty.

(a) Sunmary offense.--An association that violates this act
commts a summary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be
sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding $1,000 or shall forfeit
any license issued to the association. If a license is
forfeited, the association shall be ineligible for a |license
renewal for 30 nonths thereafter.

(b) M sdeneanor. --A person who conducts or assists in the
conducting of small games of chance, unless engaged in the
conduct of small ganes of chance by an association |licensed
under this act, conmts a m sdeneanor of the first degree.
Section 7. Additional powers of the district attorney.

(a) Investigation.--The district attorney, upon receipt of
any information to the effect that the provisions of this act or
its licensing provisions have been violated, shall investigate
the conplaint. If the district attorney finds probabl e cause to
believe that a violation has occurred, he shall file a conpl aint
agai nst the alleged violator in the court of common pleas in the
proper county. In addition, the district attorney shal
prosecute the conplaint in the manner provided by |aw.

(b) Nui sance.--The conducting or operating of small ganmes of
chance shall not constitute a public nuisance.

Section 8. Local option.
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(a) Placenent on ballot.--A mgjority of the voters of any
county shall have the option to reject the provisions of this
act in that county within 180 days fromthe effective date of
this act if the rejectionis in conformty with the act of June
3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsyl vania El ection

Code. The question shall be placed upon the ballot of that

county for the next regularly schedul ed election as a "no
guestion if 25% of the registered voters of that county sign a
petition requesting that the question be put on the ballot. The
results shall be transmtted to the Secretary of the
Commonweal t h, who shall have the duty of informng the

Depart nent of Revenue of the results.

(b) Special election.--No special election shall be held to
answer this question. However, if a special electionis held to
deci de other matters, this question nay properly be placed on
that ballot along with the other matters to be deci ded.

Section 9. Repeal.

The provisions of Title 18 of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes (relating to crines and of fenses) and all ordi nances
and resolutions are repealed to the extent that they are
inconsistent with this act.

Section 10. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect in 120 days.
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