PRINTER S NO. 1487

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1245 >

| NTRODUCED BY RI CHARDSQON, SAURMAN, HOWNLETT, PRATT, BURD, TRELLQ
PI STELLA, SIRIANNI, JOHNSON, WOGAN AND SCHEETZ, MNAY 29, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, MAY 29, 1985
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), entitled

"An act concerning gane and other wild birds and wild

ani mal s; and anendi ng, revising, consolidating, and changi ng

the law relating thereto,” further providing for the

definition of "wildlife."

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 417.2 and 418 of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1225, No.316), known as The Game Law, anmended Novenber 23,
1983 (P.L.222, No.64), are anended to read:

Section 417.2. Permts to Deal in Wldlife.--The comm ssi on
may issue permts to persons, firns, associations or
corporations to act as wildlife deal ers which shall authorize
t he hol der thereof to inport into the Commonweal th, possess,
buy, sell, locate or find for a fee, barter, donate or otherw se
di spose of wildlife. Awldlife dealer shall nean any person who
inmports into the Cormmonweal th, possesses, buys, sells, |ocates

or finds for a fee, barters, donates or otherw se disposes of

nore than one bird or one aninmal classified as wildlife during
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any cal endar year. Awldlife dealer shall not include a public
zool ogi cal garden which receives governnental grants or
appropriations, or a private zool ogical park or garden which is
open to the public and which is accredited by the Anmerican
Associ ati on of Zool ogi cal Parks and Aquariuns, or any person,
firm association or corporation who or which holds a nenagerie
permt, providing the purchase or sale of wildlife or other

aut hori zed transaction is conducted for the sole purpose of

mai nt ai ni ng stock for such nenagerie, or any nationally

recogni zed circus.

Whenever used in this section, the word "wildlife" shal
nmean, all bears, all coyotes, all lions, all tigers, al
| eopards, all jaguars, all cheetahs, all cougars[, all wolves]
and any crossbreed of such animals which have simlar
characteristics of the animals specified herein.

No permt provided for in this section shall be granted by
the commi ssion until it is satisfied that the provision for
housi ng and caring for such wildlife, and for protecting the
public, are proper and adequate and in accordance with the
standard established by rules and regul ati ons adopted by the
conmmi ssi on.

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm association or
corporation to inport into the Cormmonweal th, possess, buy, sell,
| ocate or find for a fee, barter, donate, or otherw se di spose
of nore than one bird or one animal classified as wildlife in
any cal endar year without first securing a permt as required in
this section. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm
association or corporation to release wildlife, as defined in
this section, into the wld.

In addition to the penalties hereinafter provided, the
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director may, for any violation of the provisions of this
section or rules and regul ati ons adopted thereunder, revoke or
suspend any permt and order the disposal of any wildlife held.

Section 418. Permits to Possess WIldlife.--The comm ssion
may issue permts to persons to possess wildlife which shal
aut hori ze the hol der thereof to purchase, receive or possess
wildlife fromany |lawful source fromw thin or outside of this
Conmmonweal t h. Whenever used in this section, the word "wildlife"
shall nean all bears, all coyotes, all lions, all tigers, al
| eopards, all jaguars, all cheetahs, all cougars[, all wolves]
and any crossbreed of such animals which have simlar
characteristics of the animals specified herein. The provisions
of this section shall not include any public zool ogi cal garden
whi ch receives government grants or appropriations, or any
private zool ogi cal park or garden which is open to the public
and which is accredited by the Anerican Associ ation of
Zool ogi cal Parks and Aquariuns, any person, firm association or
corporation which holds a nenagerie permt, or any nationally
recogni zed circus.

No permt provided for in this section shall be granted by
the commi ssion until it is satisfied that the provisions for
housi ng and caring for such wildlife and for protecting the
public are proper and adequate and in accordance with the
st andards established by rules and regul ati ons of the
conmmi ssi on.

It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, purchase or
receive wildlife under any circunstances wi thout first securing
a permt as required in this section. It shall be unlawful for
any person to release wildlife as defined in this section into

the wild.

19850H1245B1487 - 3 -



In addition to the penalties hereinafter provided, the

director may, for any violation of the provisions of this

1
2
3 section or rules and regul ati ons adopted thereunder, revoke or
4 suspend any permt and order the disposal of any wildlife held.
5

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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