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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 12006 =%

I NTRODUCED BY FI SCHER, MAY 13, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, MAY 13, 1985

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifyi ng,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for special elections in the recall of
el ective officers.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 628.2. Special Elections in the Recall of Elective

Oficers.--(a) The qualified electors of the Commonweal th or of

any county or of any congressional, judicial or |egislative

district may petition for the recall of any el ective officer

after the first year of the termfor which he was el ected, by




© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

filing a petition with the officer with whomthe petition for

nom nation to such office in the primary election is fil ed,

denmandi ng the recall of such officer. The petition shall be

signed by electors equal in nunber to at |l east thirty per centum

(309% of the vote cast for the Ofice of Governor at the | ast

precedi ng el ection in the Commonweal th, county or district from

whi ch such officer is to be recall ed.

(b) After the petition has been filed, no nane shall be

erased or renoved therefrom and no signature shall be valid or

be counted unless its date is |l ess than sixty (60) days

preceding the date of the filing.

(c) Wthin three (3) days next following the offering of any

such petition for filing, the officer to whomthe petition has

been offered shall deternine by careful exam nation the

sufficiency or insufficiency of the petition and state hi s

findings in a certificate attached thereto. |If the petition is

found insufficient, the particulars of the insufficiency shal

be set forth in the certificate; and the petiti on nmay thereupon

be anended within five (5) days next follow ng the maki ng of the

certificate, by the addition of signatures or otherwise. Wthin

two (2) days next following the offering of the anended petition

for filing, the filing officer shall determnm ne by careful

exam nation the sufficiency or insufficiency of the anended

petition and state his findings in a certificate attached

thereto. Forthwith upon finding sufficiency in the original or

anended petition, the officer shall file the sane and call a

special election to be held not less than forty (40) nor nore

than forty-five (45) days fromthe filing.

(d) The nane of the officer against whomthe recall petition

is filed shall go on the ticket as a candi date at such speci al
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el ecti on wi thout nomi nation unless he resigns within ten (10)

days after the original filing of the petition. There shall be

no prinmary el ection but other candi dates for the office nmay be

nom nated in the manner as provided by | aw and have their nanes

pl aced on the ticket at the special el ection.

(e) The officer agai nst whomthe petiti on has been fil ed

shall continue to performthe duties of his office until the

result of the special election shall have been officially

declared. At the special election the candi date who shal

recei ve the hi ghest nunber of votes shall be deened el ected for

the remni nder of the term |If the i ncunbent receives the hi ghest

nunber of votes he shall continue in office. If another receives

t he hi ghest nunber of votes he shall, if he shall qualify within

ten (10) days after receiving notification of his el ection,

becone the successor of the i ncunbent.

(f) After one such petition and special election, no further

recall petition shall be fil ed agai nst the sane officer during

the termfor which he was el ect ed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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