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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1191 =5

| NTRODUCED BY SAURMAN, J. L. WRIGHT, HERMAN, DI STLER, MORRI S,
E. Z. TAYLOR AFFLERBACH, NAHILL, WOGAN, FOX, KUKOvVI CH
SEMVEL, DORR, BUSH AND HAGARTY, MAY 13, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, MAY 13, 1985
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AN ACT

Requiring health care insurers to offer a programfor a second
nmedi cal opinion before certain surgical procedures.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Legislative findings and intent.

(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds that the cost of

health care in Pennsylvania has increased at a

di sproportionately rapid rate and that this rapid increase poses

a serious threat to the efficient delivery of quality health
care in this Cormmonweal th. It further finds that unnecessary
surgi cal procedures sonetinmes can be avoi ded when two nedi ca
opi ni ons regardi ng need are obtained by the patient. This, in

turn, can aid in the reduction of the cost of health care.

(b) Intent.--It is the intent of the General Assenbly, in an

effort to contain the cost of health care, to require health
care insurers to offer a programfor a second medi cal opinion

before certain surgical procedures.
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Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"I nsurance Commi ssioner." The Insurance Conm ssioner of the
Commonweal t h.

"Second nedi cal opinion.”™ An opinion regarding the need for
certain surgical procedures issued by a physician licensed to
practice nedicine in this Cormonweal th who is independent of the
physi cian issuing the first opinion regarding the need for the
same surgi cal procedures.

"Secretary of Health." The Secretary of Health of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Policy coverage.

(a) Application to insurers.--This act shall apply to every
contract or certificate issued under a group or i ndividual
policy of health, sickness or accident insurance delivered or
i ssued for delivery within this Comronweal t h, including, but not
limted to, policies, contracts or certificates issued by:

(1) Any stock insurance conpany incorporated for any of

t he purposes set forth in section 202(c) of the act of My

17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as The Insurance Conpany

Law of 1921.

(2) Any nutual insurance conpany incorporated for any of

t he purposes set forth in section 202(d) of The Insurance

Conmpany Law of 1921.

(3) Any professional health services plan corporation as
defined in 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional health
services plan corporations).

(4) Any fraternal benefit society as defined in 40
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Pa.C.S. Ch. 63.

(5) Any health mai ntenance organi zation as defined in
the act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known as the
Heal t h Mai nt enance Organi zati on Act.

(6) Any person who sells or issues contracts or
certificates of insurance which neet the requirenents of this
act .

(7) Any hospital plan corporation as defined in 40
Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan corporations).

(b) Application to policies.--This act shall apply to al
policies, contracts, certificates and master agreenents,
regardl ess of site of issuance or programissued, renewed,
nodi fied, altered, anmended or reissued on or after the effective
date of this act.

(c) Application to progranms.--This act shall apply to al
private prograns for health services and facilities
rei mbursenent, excl udi ng rei nbursenment prograns operated by the
Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. Second nedi cal opinion provision.

Al'l health care insurers nmentioned in section 3 shall offer,
on an optional basis, as part of their coverage, a provision
that a rei nbursed second nedi cal opinion be obtained before
rei mbursenent will be nade for certain surgical procedures.
Section 5. Surgical procedures.

Al'l health care insurers nmentioned in section 3 shall,
subject to the joint approval of the conm ssioner and the
secretary, determ ne those surgical procedures for which a
second nedi cal opinion is required.

Section 6. Rules and regul ations.

The conmm ssioner shall pronulgate rules and regul ati ons
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1 necessary for the effective inplenmentation and operation of this
2 act.

3 Section 7. Effective date.

4

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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