PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1200 PRINTER S NO. 1541

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1042 5

I NTRODUCED BY MORRI'S, SIRIANNI, COLE AND WASS, APRIL 24, 1985

AS RE- REPORTED FROM COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 29, 1985
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AN ACT

Creating and enpowering the Agricul tural Product Devel opnent
Comm-ssten COUNCI L; and naki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Agricul tural
Product Devel opnent Cewm-ssien COUNCI L Act.

Section 2. Legislative intent.

It is the intent and expectation of the General Assenbly,
through this act, to increase the inpact of agriculture by
establ i shing a eemrssion COUNCI L which represents governnent,
agriculture and public consuners. The eemm-ssion COUNCIL will be
enpowered to receive public and private funds for the express
pur pose of enhanci ng Pennsyl vania agriculture and its products
by expandi ng exi sting agribusi ness, by pronoting food products
whi ch are grown or processed in Pennsylvania and by pronoting

t he i mage of Pennsyl vania as an agricultural State.
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Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:
"Agribusiness.” A business directly related to farmng or to
t he manufacture, sale or distribution of farm products or
equi pnment .
"Comm-sston COUNCIL." The Agricultural Product Devel opnment <—
Cormm-ssien COUNCI L. <—
"Departnent.” The Departnent of Agriculture of the
Commonweal t h.
"Lobbying." Attenpting to influence the introduction or
passage of legislation by a |egislative body of governnent.
"Secretary." The Secretary of Agriculture of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 4. Creation.

There is hereby created within the departnent a eewr-ssion <—
COUNCI L which shall be known as the Agricultural Product <—
Devel opnent Gewm-ssion COUNCI L. <—

Section 5. Menbership and neeti ngs.

(a) General nenbership.--The eemmssion COUNCI L shal l <—
consi st of 15 nenbers.

(b) Designated nenbers; chairman.--Five nenbers shall be the
secretary, who shall also serve as chairman; the chairmn and
mnority chairman of the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Commttee
in the House of Representatives; and the chairman and mnority
chai rman of the Agriculture and Rural Affairs Commttee in the
Senat e.

(c) Appointed nenbers.--The renmai ning ten nenbers shall be

appoi nted by the Governoer SECRETARY, seven of the nenbers to be <—
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selected froma list of persons suggested by Statew de farm

or gani zati ons, commodity groups and food processors. The nenbers
shal |l be appointed for nonconsecutive three-year terns, four of
the initial ten menbers to serve for one year, three to serve
for two years and three to serve for three years.

(d) Meetings.--The eemm-ssion COUNCI L shall neet at | east
quarterly. Additional neetings may be called by the chairman at
his discretion or at the witten request of a mpjority of the
menbers of the eemm-ssion COUNCI L.

(e) Quorum--A quorum of eight nenbers of the eenm-ssion
COUNCI L nmust be present for voting.

Section 6. Powers, duties and restrictions.

(a) Powers and duties.--The eemm-ssion COUNCIL i s hereby
enpowered and it shall have the duty to:

(1) Form subcomm ttees to devel op prograns to pronote

Pennsyl vani a agricul ture.

(2) Authorize expenditures of noneys to conduct research
and pronotional activities.

(3) Receive funds from Federal, State and private
sources, to deposit the funds which are received in an

i nterest-bearing revenue account and to authorize

expenditures fromthis fund for agricultural research and

pronotion to benefit Pennsyl vania agricul ture.
(4) Make and enter contracts, if the departnment has been

a party to the negotiation of the specific contract and if

the secretary, acting in his capacity as secretary and not as

chai rman, approves the specific contract.

5 | (r | e e ,
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6} (5) Conduct narketing research and devel op prograns
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to pronote Pennsyl vania agricul ture.
(b) Restrictions.--The eemmsston COUNCIL is expressly
prohi bited from | obbyi ng.
Section 7. Appropriation.
The sum of $100, 000 is hereby appropriated to the
Agricul tural Product Devel opnent Gewm-ssien COUNCIL to carry out
t he purposes of this act.
Section 8. Expiration.
This act shall expire Decenber 31, 1990.
Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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