PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1074, 1780 PRINTER S NO. 2955

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 943 5

| NTRODUCED BY FRYER, STUBAN, SWEET, A C. FOSTER, JR AND

SIRIANNI, APRIL 15, 1985

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,

FEBRUARY 19, 1986

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 7, 1947 (P.L.1368, No.542), entitled,

as anmended, "An act anending, revising and consolidating the
laws relating to delinquent county, city, except of the first
and second cl ass and second class A, borough, town, township,
school district, except of the first class and school
districts within cities of the second class A and
institution district taxes, providing when, how and upon what
property, and to what extent |liens shall be allowed for such
taxes, the return and entering of clains therefor; the
col l ection and adjudi cati on of such clains, sales of real
property, including seated and unseated | ands, subject to the
lien of such tax clainms; the disposition of the proceeds
thereof, including State taxes and rmnunici pal clains recovered
and the redenption of property; providing for the discharge
and divestiture by certain tax sales of all estates in
property and of nortgages and |liens on such property, and the
proceedi ngs therefor; creating a Tax C aimBureau in each
county, except counties of the first and second class, to act
as agent for taxing districts; defining its powers and
duties, including sales of property, the managenent of
property taken in sequestration, and the managenent, sale and
di sposition of property heretofore sold to the county

conmmi ssioners, taxing districts and trustees at tax sal es;
providing a nmethod for the service of process and notices;

i mposing duties on taxing districts and their officers and on
tax collectors, and certain expenses on counties and for
their reinmbursenent by taxing districts; and repealing

exi sting laws," adding and anmending definitions; further
providing for the creation of bureaus in counties, for

appoi ntment and conpensati on of personnel, for the bondi ng of
certain personnel and for accounting and distribution;

i ncreasing certain costs and fees; further providing for tax
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liens, filings, adjudications and collection; providing for

di scharge of tax clains; | MPOSI NG ADDI TI ONAL NOTI FI CATI ON

REQUI REMENTS; further providing for sale and purchase of

property; and making editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of the act of July 7, 1947 (P.L. 1368,
No. 542), known as the Real Estate Tax Sal e Law, anmended May 20,
1949 (P.L.1602, No.484), January 18, 1952 (1951 P.L. 2098,

No. 595), Septenber 23, 1961 (P.L.1609, No.680), July 10, 1980
(P.L.417, No.98) and Septenber 26, 1981 (P.L.274, No.92), is
amended to read:

Section 102. Definitions.--As used in this act, the
foll owi ng words shall be construed as herein defined, unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Absol ute," the perfection of a claimfor taxes under section

311, after which the validity of the clai mmy not be

chal | enged.

"Actual sale," paynent of the full anpbunt of nobney aqgreed to

be paid as the sale price by the successful bidder or purchaser

at upset sal e under sections 605 through 609.

"Bureau," the Tax ClaimBureau created by this act in the
several counties.

"Claim" a claimentered in a claimdocket by the bureau to
recover the taxes returned by the various taxing districts
agai nst a certain property.

"County," a county of the second A, third, fourth, fifth,

si xth, seventh or eighth class, including counties of these

cl asses whi ch have adopted or may adopt hone rul e charters under

the act of April 13, 1972 (P.L.184, No.62), known as the "Hone

Rul e Charter and Optional Plans Law. "
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"County Conmi ssioner," includes the equivalent official in

honme rul e counti es.

"Director,” the director of the Tax C aimBureau [of the
several counties].

"Di scharge of tax claimperiod," the period of tinme between

entry of claimand actual sale of property.

"Omer," the person in whose nane the property is |ast

regi stered, if registered according to law, or, if not

regi stered according to | aw, the person whose nane | ast appears

as an owner of record on any deed or instrunent of conveyance

recorded in the county office designated for recording and in

all other cases neans any person in open, peaceable and

not ori ous possessi on of the property, as apparent owner or
owners thereof, or the reputed owner or owners thereof, in the
nei ghbor hood of such property; as to property having been turned

over to the bureau under Article VIl by any county, "owner"

shall nean the county.

"Omer QOccupant,” the owner of [all] a property which has
i nprovenents constructed thereon and for which the annual tax
bill is mailed to [the] an owner residing at the sane address as
that of the property.

"Property," real property which shall include a nobil ehone or
house trailer permanently attached to | and or connected with
water, gas, electricity or sewage facilities, subject to a tax
lien or against which a claimis being or has been filed as a
lien. "Property,” includes both seated and unseated | ands.

"Taxes," [any county except counties of the first and second
class, city except of the first or second class or second cl ass
A, borough, incorporated town, township, school district, except

of the first class or school district within a city of the

19850H0943B2955 - 3 -
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second class A, or institution district taxes, and interest and
penal ti es due thereon, except where interest and penalties have
been abated by provisions of law, if the owner pays his
del i nquent taxes on the instalnment plan, in which case interest
and penalties shall be included as may be provided by the act
abating the penalties and interest if there has been a default
by the owner in the paynent of any instal ment of taxes] all

taxes, with added interest and penalties, |evied by a taxing

district upon real property, including inprovenents. \Wenever

i nterest and penalti es have been abated by a statute which

provi des for paynent of delinquent taxes on an instal nent basis,

i nterest and penalties shall be included in the event of a

default as prescri bed by the abatenent statute.

"Taxing District,"” any county [except counties of the first
and second class], city [except a city of the first or second
cl ass or second class A], borough, incorporated town, township,
school district[, except a school district of the first class,
or a school district within a city of the second class A/] or
institution district[: Provided, however, That this act shal

not be construed to require any city of the third class, or any
school district within a city of the third class, to collect its
del i nquent taxes on property under and in accordance with the
provisions of this act, if the city or the school district shal
notify the Tax ClaimBureau, in witing, on or before the first
day of May, 1948 that, pursuant to a resolution of the city
council, the city or the board of directors of the school
district has resolved that returns of property will not be made
under the provisions of this act but that its delinquent taxes

will be collected by the filing of liens in the office of the

prot honotary, or by sale of such property at a city treasurer's

19850H0943B2955 - 4 -
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sal e under existing laws. Any such city and any such school
district in any county having adopted the system provi ded by
this act may, in any year notify the Tax C ai m Bureau on or
before the first day of May of the year that pursuant to a
resolution of the city council, or of the board of directors,
the city or school district, as the case nay be, has resolved to
collect its delinquent taxes on property under and in accordance
with the provisions of this act, and thereafter the city's or
school district's delinquent taxes shall be collected only under
and in accordance with the provisions of this act: Provided,
further, That any county of the fourth class which has not
previously held a tax sale pursuant to this act may, by

resol uti on adopted by its commi ssioners, be exenpt from
collecting its delinquent taxes pursuant to the provisions of
this act: Provided, however, That this exenption shall only be
avai l able for a three year period i mediately follow ng January
1, 1976 and the county commi ssioners shall by resolution,

provi de for the collection of delinquent taxes during this

interim] except counties of the first and second cl ass and

cities, boroughs, incorporated towns, townships, school

districts or institution districts therein and cities of the

second class A and school districts therein.

Section 2. Sections 201, 202 and 203 of the act, amended
Sept enber 26, 1981 (P.L.274, No.92), are anended to read:

Section 201. Creation of Bureaus.--A Tax ClaimBureau is
hereby created in each [of the counties hereinafter enunerated
as follows:

(a) In counties of the second A third, fourth, fifth,
sixth, seventh and eighth classes] county in the office of the

county conm ssi oners.

19850H0943B2955 - 5 -
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Section 202. Appointnent and Conpensation of Personnel. --
(a) In [counties of the second A third, fourth, fifth,

si xth, seventh and ei ghth classes] each county, the county

conmmi ssioners shall have direct supervision and control of the
bureau, and shall have power to appoint a director and such

enpl oyes and assistants as nay be necessary to properly

adm nister the affairs of the bureau, but the nunber and
conpensati on of such enpl oyes, including the conpensation of the
director, shall be fixed by the salary board of the county in

t hose counties where there is a salary board, and in all other
counties by the county conm ssioners. Such conpensation shall be
paid by the county from county funds.

County enpl oyes or the county treasurer may be assigned by
the county commr ssioners to act as the director or to other
duties in the bureau.

(b) The county solicitor shall be the |egal advisor and
counsel to the bureau. The solicitor may appoi nt such assi stant
solicitors at such salaries as shall be allowed by the salary
boar d.

Section 203. Bonds.--The county conmm ssioners of each county
[of the second A, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and
ei ghth cl asses] shall have power to require the director of the
bureau [of the county] and such enpl oyes and assistants of the
bureau, as may by them be designated, to give bonds to the
Commonweal th for the use of the taxing districts, whose
del i nquent real estate tax clains are adm ni stered through such
bureau, and for the use of any other person having a claim by
reason of any act of such director, enployes or assistants in
such penal sumas the county comm ssioners shall fix,

conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of their

19850H0943B2955 - 6 -
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of fice or public position and a strict accounting and [ paynent

over] distribution of all noneys collected or received by them

under the provisions of this act. The cost of such bonds shal
be paid by the county.

Section 3. Section 204 of the act, anmended January 18, 1952
(1951 P.L.2098, No.595), is anended to read:

Section 204. County Bureau to Col |l ect Taxes.--

(a) Each county bureau shall receive and collect such taxes
and give proper receipt therefor when paynent is offered, and to
make distribution of the noneys received [therefor] as provided
by this act.

(b)Y (1) Al taxes for which returns have been made to the

bureau shall be payable only to the bureau and shall not be

payable to or be accepted by any taxing district or tax

col |l ector.

(2) In the event that any such taxes are recei ved or

accepted by any taxing district contrary to the provisi ons of

this section, the taxing district shall be liable to the bureau

for, and the bureau shall deduct fromany distribution to which

the taxing district is entitled under section 205, all charges,

fees, costs, conmmi ssion and interest to which the bureau woul d

ot herwi se have been entitled under the act if paynent had been

made directly to the bureau.

Section 4. Section 205 of the act, amended June 22, 1980
(P.L.247, No.70), is anended to read:
Section 205. System of Accounting and [ Paynent Over]

Di stri bution.--

(a) In each county bureau a system of accounting and

[ paynment over] distribution of all noneys collected or received

under the provisions of this act shall be established in the

19850H0943B2955 - 7 -
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bureau as may be determ ned by the county conm ssioners, the
county controller, if any, and county treasurer.

[AI'l taxes and municipal clains recovered in full by the
bureau under the provisions of this act, whether by paynent by
t he owner before sale, paynent by a purchaser who has bid the
upset price at a sale, by redenption or through sequestration
shall be paid over to the taxing districts entitled thereto. In
all other cases, including net noneys received through
sequestration or fromthe managenent or through public or
private sale of property, the noneys received shall be paid
over, first, to the respective taxing districts in proportion to
the taxes due them second, the nunicipal clainms against such
property due any taxing district; third, nortgages and ot her
liens in order of their priority; and fourth, except in cases of
property purchased by a taxing district prior to the effective
date of this act and turned over to the bureau for sale, the
bal ance remai ning shall be paid to the owner of the property
sol d. Such paynments shall in all cases be |less the percentage to
whi ch the county is entitled in accordance with this act:
Provi ded, however, That where by the sale or redenption of
property, tax liens of the Conmonwealth are recovered, paynent
shall first be nmade of the tax liens of the Conmonwealth to the
State Treasurer through the Departnent of Revenue, and in the
case of the public or private sale of property by the bureau
after the continuance of a fornmer sale, because of insufficient
bid, the purchase price received shall first be applied to the
satisfaction of the tax liens of the Commonweal th and shall be
paid over in |ike manner.

Moneys recovered on account of costs, fees and expenses

advanced by the county or any other taxing district shall be

19850H0943B2955 - 8 -
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repaid to the taxing district making the advance. Wenever no
clai mfor paynent of any bal ance due the owner of the property
is presented by or on behalf of the owner within a period of
three years of the date of the sale, the bal ance of the proceeds
shall be distributed to the respective taxing districts pro rata
based on the m Il age inposed by the respective taxing districts
as of the year such property was sold. Interest earned by the
proceeds of the sale during the three-year hol ding period shal
revert to the county.

The bureau shall keep an accurate account of all noneys
received by it under the provisions of this act and a separate
account for each property.

Al'l paynments, out of noneys recovered, shall be nade by the
bureau at stated intervals, but not |ess frequently than once
every three (3) nonths.]

(b)Y The bureau shall keep an accurate account of all noney

recovered and received by it under this act and maintain a

separate account for each property.

(c) Money received on account of costs, fees and expenses

advanced by any taxing district shall be repaid to the taxing

district maki ng the advance. O her noney coll ected under this

act shall be subject, first, to a conm ssion of five per centum

(599 of all noney collected to be retai ned by the bureau to

offset costs of the adninistration of this act. |Interest earned

on noney held by the bureau prior to distribution shall al so be

retai ned by the bureau for adm ni strati ve costs.

(d) It shall then be the duty of the bureau to distribute

the entire renmai ni ng bal ance of noney col |l ected agai nst each

account at | east once every three (3) nonths in the foll ow ng

manner and according to the followi ng priority:

19850H0943B2955 - 9 -
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(1) First, to the Commonweal th, by paynent to the State

Treasurer through the Departnent of Revenue, for satisfaction of

tax liens of the Commobnwealth only if the total anpunt of such

li ens or such portion thereof have been included in the purchase

price and paid by the purchaser or the property is sold at

judi cial sale pursuant to this act.

(2) Second, to the respective taxing districts in proportion

to the taxes due them

(3) Third, to taxing districts or municipal authorities for

sati sfacti on of nunicipal clains.

(4) Fourth, to nortgagees and other lien holders, in order

of their priority, for satisfaction of nortgages and |liens as

they may appear of record, whether or not di scharged by the

(5) Fifth, to the owner of the property.

(e) Prior to the actual distribution required by this

section, the bureau shall petition the court of conmmpbn pl eas for

a confirmation of distribution. The petition shall set forth a

pr oposed schedul e of distribution for each account and shal

request the court to issue a rule to show cause on each

di stri butee why the court should not confirmthe distribution as

proposed. The rule to show cause, and a copy of the petition,

shal|l be served upon each distributee by first class mail, with

proof of mailing to the | ast resi dence or place of business of

the distributee known to the bureau. If the rule to show cause

is not returned by any distri butee on or before the tine set for

its return, the court shall forthwith confirmthe distribution

absolutely. If any distributee makes a return of the rule within

the tine set by the court, the court shall forthwith hear any

obj ecti ons and exceptions to the proposed distributi on and

19850H0943B2955 - 10 -
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thereafter adjust the schedul e of distribution as it deens just

and equi tabl e according to | aw and confirmthe distribution

absol utely as adjusted. An absolute confirmation of distribution

by the court shall be final and nonappeal able with respect to

all distributees listed in the petition.

(f) Wienever no claimfor paynent of any bal ance due the

owner of the property is presented by or on behalf of the owner

within a period of three (3) years of the date of the sale, the

bal ance of the proceeds shall be distributed to the respective

taxing districts pro rata based on the m !l age i nposed by the

respective taxing districts as of the year such property was

sold. Interest earned by the proceeds of the sale during this

t hree-year period shall be retai ned by the county.

Section 5. Section 207 of the act, anmended Septenber 27,
1973 (P.L.264, No.74), is anended to read:

Section 207. Reinbursenent of County; Charges.--(a) In
order to reinburse the county for the actual costs and expenses
of operating the bureau created by this act, the county shal
receive and retain out of all noneys collected or received under
the provisions of this act, five per centum (5% thereof, which
per cent age shall be deducted by the bureau before paying over
noneys to the respective taxing districts entitled thereto][,

and]. This percentage and interest earned under section 205

shall be paid into the county treasury for the use of the
county. The rei nbursenent herein provided for shall be in
addition to the costs, fees and expenses advanced by the county,
whi ch, upon recovery, are payable to the county as provided by
t he precedi ng section of this act.

(b) In addition to the five per centum (5% authorized by

subsection (a), and the rei nbursenent as therein provided,

19850H0943B2955 - 11 -
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maxi mum charges for the followng or simlar type services are

aut hori zed:

(1) Entry of daim includes ................ [ $5. 00] $10.00

(i) audit lien sheets

(ii) enter on property card
(i) enter in docket

(iv) enter in index

(v) type notice of return

(vi) mail notice of return

(2) Satisfaction of CAaim includes .................. $5. 00

(i) prepare receipt
(i1i) satisfy docket
(1i1) satisfy index
(iv) post property card

(v) enter on daily distribution sheet

(3) Preparation of Sale, includes ........... [ $5. 00] $15.00

(i) prepare cost sheet

(ii) type notice of sale
(tii) mail notice of sale
(iv) prepare advertising copy

(4) [Title Search] Review of Records,

includes ......... ... . . . . . . [$7.00] _$10.00

(1) check assessnent records
(i1i) check Recorder of Deeds
(1i1) check Register of WIlls

(5) Preparation of Deed .................... [ $15. 00] $25.00

(6) [Redenption by Lien Creditor] Discharge of Tax O aim

Section 501 [(b)] ... o $5. 00
(6.1) Renpval from Sale, Section 603................... $5. 00

(7) [Quarterly Paynment] Agreenent to Stay Sal e,

19850H0943B2955 - 12 -
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Section 603......... ... [ $5. 00] $15.00

(8) POSt a0e. . . . vttt Act ual cost

It is the intent of this act to authorize the bureau to charge
the costs of its operation against the properties for which a
del i nquent return is nmade on an equitable and pro-rata basis in
so far as is possible. The charge nade for each service shal
bear a reasonable relationship to the service rendered.

Section 6. Section 208 of the act, anmended May 6, 1955
(P.L.40, No.15), is anended to read:

Section 208. Agent of Taxing Districts; Lien Certificates.--
The bureau and the director thereof shall, in the adm nistration
of this act, be the agent of the taxing districts whose tax
clainms are returned to the bureau for collection and prosecution
under the provisions of this act, and in the managenent and
di sposition of property in accordance with the provisions of
this act.

The bureau shall, upon request of any person, furnish [to
hinmi a lien certificate showi ng the taxes due on any property as

shown by its records. A fee of [two dollars ($2)] not nore than

five dollars ($5) shall be charged for any such certificate [for

the use of] and shall be payable to the county.

Section 7. Section 301 of the act, anmended Septenber 27,
1973 (P.L.264, No.74), is anended to read:

Section 301. Taxes, a First Lien.--Al taxes which may
hereafter be lawfully levied on property in this Conmonweal th by
any taxing district, and all taxes heretofore lawfully | evied by
any taxing district on any property, the lien of which has not
been | ost under existing |aws (whether or not a claimhas been
filed, or return thereof has been nade to the county

commi ssioners) shall be and are hereby declared to be a first

19850H0943B2955 - 13 -
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lien on said property. Such liens shall have priority to and be
fully paid and satisfied out of the proceeds of any [public]
sale of said property held under the provisions of this act

bef ore any nortgage, ground rent, obligation, judgment claim

lien or estate with which the said property nmay have or shal
become charged, or for which it may becone |iable, save and
except only the costs of the sale and of the proceedi ngs upon
which it is made, and such tax liens [in favor] of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a[, which shall have] given priority

[to such tax liens] of paynment by section 205 of this act.

Section 8. Section 302 of the act is anended to read:
Section 302. [Wio Entitled to] Lien [for Taxes]

Entitlenent.--The lien for taxes shall exist in favor of[,] the

taxing district to which the tax is payable and the claim

therefor shall be filed against[,] the property taxed [on behal f
of the taxing district to which the tax is payable].

Section 9. Section 303 of the act, anmended Septenber 15,
1961 (P.L.1334, No.589), is anended to read:

Section 303. Property Subject to [and] or Exenpt from
Claim--Al property, by whonmsoever owned and for what soever
pur pose used, and all property the owner of which is unknown and
has been unknown for a period of not less than [ten] five years,
shall be subject to clainms for taxes, except such property [as]

which is exenpt by law fromtaxation[, or as] or which is not

made subject to taxation by |aw.

Section 10. Section 304 of the act, anended Septenber 27,
1973 (P.L.264, No.74), is anended to read:

Section 304. Tax Liens and Minicipal Cains D vested by
Sale.--The lien of all taxes and municipal clains now or

hereafter inposed, |evied or assessed agai nst any property and

19850H0943B2955 - 14 -
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included in the upset price shall be divested by any [ public]

upset sal e of such property under the provisions of this act, if
t he amobunt of the purchase noney shall be at |east equal to the

anmount of [prior] tax liens of the Comobnweal th having priority

under section 205, the amobunt of all taxes [and muni ci pal

cl ai mrs] due on such property, the anmount of all rnunicipal clains

certified to the bureau under secti on 605 and costs of sale.

[It is hereby made the duty of the bureau and of any ot her
of ficer having clainms or judgnents for taxes and nuni ci pal
clainms for collection against any property, advertised to be
sold at public sale under the provisions of this act, to give
notice to the officer or person selling any such property of the
amount of tax liens of the Commonweal th, and of the anount of
all taxes and nunicipal clainms against the sane, and the bureau
selling such property shall, through the county treasurer, pay
out the proceeds arising fromsuch sale in the order of their
priority, first, the costs of sale and the proceedi ngs upon
which it is nmade; second, the tax liens of the Commonwealt h;
third, taxes and costs due thereon; fourth, rmunicipal clains and
costs due thereon; fifth I[ien holders in the order of their
priority; and sixth, any bal ance remaining to the real owner at
the tinme of sale.]

Section 11. Section 306 of the act, anended Septenber 27,
1973 (P.L.264, No.74) and April 6, 1981 (P.L.7, No.3), is
amended to read:

Section 306. Return of Property and Del i nquent Taxes;
Interest; Settlenments by Tax Coll ectors. --

(a) It shall be the duty of each receiver or collector of
any county, city, borough, town, township, school district or

institution district taxes[,] to make a return to the [county]
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bureau on or before the [first Monday of May] |ast day of Apri

of each year, but no earlier than the first day of January of

that year. The return shall be typewitten on a form provi ded by

or acceptable to the county and shall include a |list of al

properties agai nst which taxes were |evied, the whole or any
part of which were due and payable in the cal endar year

i mredi ately precedi ng and which remain unpaid, giving the
description of each such property[,] as it appears in the tax

duplicate, and the nane and address of the owner as it appears

in the tax duplicate, together with the anmount of such unpaid

taxes, penalties and interest due to but not including the first

[ Monday of May of the year of] day of the nonth follow ng the

return. Such return shall be acconpani ed by a signed affidavit

that the return is correct and conplete. Interest shall be

charged on taxes so returned fromand after but not before the

first [ Monday of May of the year of] day of the nonth foll ow ng

the return. Interest shall be charged at the rate of [six per

centum (6% ] nine per centum (9% per annum

(b) [The first return nade by a tax collector under the
provi sions of this act shall also include all taxes for any year
or years preceding the year provided for by this section, if the
lien of such taxes has continued under existing law, but a claim
for such taxes has not been reduced to judgnent; and for such
purpose, the lien of such taxes shall be further continued for
t he purpose of making return of such taxes, and the naking of
the claimtherefor absolute under the provisions of this act.
(c)] No taxes shall be returned by any tax coll ector where
the owner is paying his delinguent taxes under the provisions of
any act of Assenbly abating penalties, interest and costs,

unl ess there has been a default in paynent by the owner, in
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whi ch case or at any time when a yearly return is being nmade
after any such default, return shall be nmade of the bal ance due
as fixed by the act of Assenbly abating penalties, interest and
costs, or either. The lien of all such taxes shall be continued
for the purpose of nmaking a return thereof and collecting the
same under the provisions of this act.

[(d) The taxing district shall have power to require its tax
collector to adjust his duplicate fromtinme to tine, as may be
required by the taxing district, and to finally settle and
adjust the tax duplicate in his possession within such tinme as
will enable himto nake the return, herein provided for, within
the tinme required. Al laws providing for the adjustnent and
settl enent of duplicates prior to the tinme fixed by the taxing
districts, as herein provided, are hereby repeal ed i nsofar as
they apply to the tinme fixed for the settlenent of duplicates.]

(c) The county conmi ssioners, by resolution, may establish

and fix a return date, other than the return date prescribed in

subsection (a), on or before which tax coll ectors nust nmake the

return to the bureau required by this section. No return shal

be nmade or return date establi shed before the first day of

January follow ng the year when taxes first becone due and

payabl e as specified on the tax notice and no return date shal

be established which is |later than the | ast day of Apri

i mmedi ately following the year in which the taxes becanme due.

The single return date established and fixed by said resol uti on

shall be uniformw thin the county for all taxes returnable

under the provisions of this act. Wenever the resol uti on

establi shes and fixes a return date, interest shall be charged

on taxes so returned fromand after the first day of the nonth

i medi ately following the nonth in which the return is required.
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Interest shall be charged at the rate of nine per centum (9%

Section 12. Section 307 of the act, anended May 20, 1949
(P.L.1602, No.484) and July 13, 1953 (P.L.439, No.98), is
amended to read:

Section 307. Filing ains[; Testing Validity of Add d ains;
Joinder of Clainms of Taxing Districts].--(a) Cains for taxes
agai nst property so returned nust be entered by the bureau in
the office thereof in suitable dockets.

(b) [dainms for taxes due on property returned to the county
commi ssioners and certified to the county treasurer for tax sale
pur poses under existing law nust, if no sale on such clains has
been held, be transferred to the bureau fromthe office of the
county treasurer on or before the first Monday of My, one
t housand ni ne hundred forty-eight. And where a taxing district
shall hereafter beconme subject to the provisions of this act,
such transfer shall be nade on or before the first day of June
of the year the taxing district becones so subject. In cases
where an owner is paying taxes under the provisions of any act
of Assenbly abating penalties, interest and costs, or either,
the clains nust |ikew se be transferred, as herein provided, but
no costs involved in such transfer shall be chargeable to the
owner so long as he is not in default in his paynments. Such
costs shall be payable by the county except where there is a
defaul t.

(c) Before the bureau makes any transfer of tax clains from
the office of the county treasurer and enters the sane in the
proper dockets, the director shall exam ne such returns and
determine, in witing, those clains, if any, the |iens of which,

in his opinion, have been lost, or the returns of which are
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invalid on their face, and which cannot be corrected. The
director shall file his findings in the office of the bureau,
and copi es thereof shall be furnished to any taxing district
having an interest in any clains determ ned by the director to
have been lost or invalid. The director shall, within ten (10)
days after such filing, give notice once a week for two (2)
consecutive weeks in two (2) newspapers of general circulation,
if so many are published in the county, and in the |egal
journal, if any, designated by the court for the publication of
| egal notices, (1) of the date of his filing of such findings,
(2) where a copy of the findings may be secured, and (3) that
any taxing district, having objection to the findings, may file
exceptions with the bureau within fifteen (15) days fromthe
date of the filing of the findings. If, after hearing thereon,

t he exceptions are disallowed by the bureau, the taxing district
may, wWithin fifteen (15) days thereafter, appeal by petition to
the court of common pleas, specifically setting forth the
findings to which objection is made, the reasons therefor and
the refusal of the bureau to sustain their exceptions. Upon the
filing of the petition in open court, the court shall order the
petition and the findings of the director and any ot her
petitions filed, docketed to the same nunber, and shall fix a
day for hearing the petitions, of which such notice shall be
given to all parties interested, as the court may direct. After
hearing, the court shall enter its order either affirmng,

nodi fying or reversing the findings of the director as to it
shal | appear just and proper. The clains, held, lost or invalid
by the findings of the director, where there has been no appeal;
or after affirmation or nodification of such findings by the

court; or in the opinion of the court reversing the findings of
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the director, shall not thereafter be further proceeded wth.
The decisions of the court shall be final.

(d)] Not later than the thirtieth day of June, each year,

[or for the first year in which any county operates under the
provisions of this act, not later than the thirtieth day of
Septenber,] the bureau shall make up fromthe tax returns
received fromthe taxing districts, as aforesaid, a claimfor
each property returned, which shall contain the unpaid taxes
agai nst such property, which are due all taxing districts as
found in the various returns. Such clains shall be entered by
the bureau in a suitable claimdocket and may be in the form of
witten or typewitten lists. A claimshall cover the unpaid
taxes due all taxing districts, but the anpbunt due each taxing
di strict shall neverthel ess be shown separately. A nunber of
years' taxes of different kinds may be included in one claim
Any clains shall be amendable by | eave of the bureau upon notice
to the defendant as the bureau may require.

Section 13. Section 308 of the act, anended July 10, 1980
(P.L.417, No.36) and Jubly 28,1983 (P L. 134 No-36) {expired <
Jandary—1—1985) REENACTED NOVEMBER 6, 1985 (P.L.305, NO 76), is <—
amended to read:

Section 308. Notice of Filing of Returns and Entry of
Claim--(a) Not later than the thirty-first day of July of each
year, [or for the first year a county operates under this act,
not later than the thirty-first day of Cctober, or whenever,
heretof ore, any clains have been returned to and a claimentered
with the tax claimbureau and the sanme has not been pursued to
sale as provided for by the act of Assenbly, then within six (6)

nonths after the effective date of this act,] the bureau shal
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of such claim[to] in one envel ope for each delinquent taxable

property, by United States registered mail or United States
certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid,
addressed to the [owner personally] owners at [his [ast known

post office] the sane address listed on the formreturned by the

tax collector for taxes that are delinquent. In the case of

property owned by joint tenants, tenants in conmobn, or husband

and wife as tenants by the entireties, the bureau nmay qgi ve the

notice required by this section by forwardi ng only one notice

addressed to such joint tenants, tenants in comon or husband

and wife at the sane post office address. |If the owner of the

property is unknown and has been unknown for a period of not

| ess than [ten] five years, such notice shall be given only by

posting on the property affected. If no post office address of

the owner is known or if a notice mailed to an owner at such

| ast known post office address is not delivered [to him by the
postal authorities, then notice as herein provided shal

[ medi ately] be posted on the property affected. If the

property owner has entered into an agreenent with the bureau for

t he paynent of the delinquent taxes, the posting i s not

necessary. Each mail ed and posted notice shall, (1) show all the
i nformati on shown on the claimentered, (2) state that if

paynent of the anobunt due the several taxing districts for said
taxes is not made to the bureau on or before the thirty-first
day of Decenber next following, [in cases where the notice was
mai l ed prior to August first, or that if paynent is not nmade on
or before March thirty-first of the follow ng year, in cases
where the notice was mailed on or after August first, or] and no

exceptions thereto are filed, the said claimshall becone

absolute, (3) state that on July first of the year in which such
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notice is given [or if the notice was mailed after July thirty-
first, that on the first day of the nonth (namng it) in which
the notice was mailed the] a one (1) year period [of redenption]

for discharge of tax clai mshall comence or has conmenced to

run, and that if [redenption] full paynent of taxes is not made

during that period as provided by this act, the property shal

be [sold pursuant to the provisions of] advertised for and

exposed to sale under this act, and (4) state that there shal

be no [further] redenption after [such] the actual sale AND <—
[(4)] (5) STATE THAT THE OMNER OF ANY OWNER- OCCUPI ED REAL ESTATE
CAN APPLY FOR AN EXTENSI ON OF THE [ REDEMPTI ON] PERI OD FOR

DI SCHARGE OF TAX CLAIM FOR UP TO TWELVE (12) ADDI TI ONAL MONTHS

UNDER AND SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ONS 502 AND 503 OF
TH S ACT.

(b) [In the case of claimfor taxes, filed in the office of
t he prothonotary, which have not been heretofore reduced to
j udgnment, where the lien of such claimhas not been | ost, the
respective taxing districts shall return to the bureau on or
before the first Monday of May, one thousand nine hundred forty-
eight, or on or before the first Monday of June of any year in
which any city of the third class or any county shall elect to
collect its delinquent taxes in accordance with this act, a
conplete list of such clainms and the properties agai nst which
the sane are filed, and the bureau shall give such owners the
same notice as above provided or shall post such notice on the
property.

(c)] Notice given in the manner provided by this section
shall constitute proper service on the owner. A statenent in the
claimentered that due notice of the same was given shall be

concl usi ve evidence that notice was given as required by |aw.
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The notice given in the manner provided by this section shal
contain the follow ng provision which shall be conspi cuously
pl aced upon said notice and set in at |east 10-point type in a
box as fol |l ows:
WARNI NG
"I F YOU FAIL TO PAY TH S TAX CLAIM OR FAI L TO TAKE LEGAL
ACTI ON TO CHALLENGE THI' S TAX CLAIM YOUR PROPERTY W LL BE
SOLD W THOUT YOUR CONSENT AS PAYMENT FOR THESE TAXES. YOUR
PROPERTY MAY BE SOLD FOR A SMALL FRACTION OF I TS FAI R MARKET

VALUE. |f YOU PAY THI S TAX CLAIM BEFORE JULY 1, 19 , YOUR

PROPERTY WLL NOT BE SOLD. IF YOU PAY THHS CLAIM AFTER JULY

1, 19 , BUT BEFORE ACTUAL SALE, YOUR PROPERTY W LL NOT BE

SOLD BUT WLL BE LI STED ON ADVERTI SEMENTS FOR SUCH SALE. | F

YOU HAVE ANY QUESTI ONS, PLEASE CALL YOUR ATTORNEY, THE TAX
CLAI M BUREAU AT THE FOLLOW NG TELEPHONE NUMBER ,

OR THE [LEGAL Al D] COUNTY LAWER REFERRAL SERVI CE [ AT THE

FOLLOW NG TELEPHONE NUMBER ]1."

[(d)] (c) The costs of such nmailed and posted notices shal
be [taxed as] part of the costs of the proceedings and shall be
paid by the owner the sane as ot her costs.

Section 14. Section 309 of the act, anended Septenber 15,
1961 (P.L.1334, No.589), is anended to read:

Section 309. Contents of Clainms Entered.--All clains for
taxes returned, made up as a claimand entered in the claim
docket in the bureau shall set forth

(a) The nanmes of the taxing districts for which fil ed,

(b) Except when the owner of the property is unknown and has
been unknown for a period of not less than [ten] five years, the
name of the owner of the property against which it is filed,

(c) A description of the property against which the claimis
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filed sufficient to identify the same. A description of the
property shall be deened sufficient if it contains (1) a
reference to a record of a deed or other instrunent of
conveyance whi ch describes the property, or (2) a reference to

t he nunber or nunmber and bl ock of the property in a plan,
recorded in the office of the recorder of deeds of the county,
and the record of such plan, or (3) a reference to the nunber on
any |lot and bl ock plan officially adopted by a taxing district,
or (4) a statenent of the street and nunber of the property as
officially designated by public authorities of a taxing district
as of the tine the property was assessed, or (5) where the
property is not identified by reference to the record of a deed,
or other instrunment of conveyance, and may not be identified by
street and nunber, or by recorded plan, or by a |lot and bl ock

pl an, a statenment of the approxi mte acreage of the property and
the nane of at |east one (1) owner of adjoining property, if
such statenent is acconpani ed by informati on showi ng the

character of and use to which the property is devoted, as for

i nstance "dwelling and lot,"” "vacant |lot," "vacant |and" or
"hotel, restaurant, apartnent house, office building, bank
bui | di ng, manufacturing plant, industrial plant and the | ands
bel ongi ng thereto,” or "farmand the buil dings thereon," or
"plant nursery and buil dings thereon,"” or "forest or woodl and, "
or "wasteland,” or "coal, oil or other m neral severed fromthe
surface,” etc., or intelligible abbreviations thereof. A
variation in the description of the property given in the claim
filed fromthat shown on the assessnment for tax purposes shal
not constitute an irregularity and shall not invalidate the
claim The aforesaid description shall not be deened excl usive.

(d) The year or years, period or periods, for which the
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respective taxes were |levied, and the anmount of taxes due for
each year, or period, and the penalties and interest due thereon
at the time of filing.

(e) That due notice of the returns of such taxes, the entry
of the claimand that the same woul d becone absolute, if no
exceptions were filed, was given to the owner or posted on the
property in the manner required by |aw.

Section 15. Section 311 of the act, anended July 13, 1953
(P.L.439, No.98), is anended to read:

Section 311. Cains Becone Absolute.--On the first day of
January next follow ng the notice hereinbefore prescribed, [in
cases where the notice was nailed prior to August first, or on
the first day of April, in cases where the notice was nail ed on
or after August first,] if the anount of the tax claimreferred
to in the notice has not been paid, or no exceptions thereto
filed, the claimshall beconme absolute. Every such cl ai m shal
bear interest as hereinbefore provided to the date of paynent,
or date of sale held under the provisions of this act, except in
the case of clains where the owner is paying his taxes under the
provi sions of any |aw abating penalties, interests and costs, or
either, in which case the claimshall bear no interest and
costs, unless there is a default in paynent, in which case
interest shall run on the anmobunt due on the claimat the time of
default, and penalties, interest and costs abated shall be added
as provided by the act of Assenbly abating the sane.

Section 16. Section 312 of the act is amended to read:

Section 312. Lien Lost if Not Returned [or Transferred] to
Bureau. -- Any such claimfor taxes, if such taxes were returned
to the bureau [or transferred fromthe office of the county

treasurer to the bureau] within the time required by this act,
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shall remain a lien upon said property until fully paid and
satisfied, or until said property shall be sold as provided in
this act. If a tax is not returned [or transferred] to the
bureau within the tine required by this act, its lien on the
property shall be wholly lost. But where a tax has not been
returned [or transferred] as required by this act, a taxing

di strict may neverthel ess proceed, by action in assunpsit, to
recover the amount of any taxes due and owi ng by an owner at any
time within six (6) years after the taxes first becane due.

Section 17. Section 314 of the act, anended May 20, 1949
(P.L.1602, No.484) and July 13, 1953 (P.L.439, No.98), is
amended to read:

Section 314. Proceeding to Attack Validity of Caim--

(a) Any claimfor taxes may, prior to the tine it becones
absol ute, be set aside or reduced in anount by the bureau [in]
with which it is filed if the claimis found invalid in whole,
or in part, by reason of the fact that the taxes for which the
claimwas entered were paid in whole, or in part, to a proper
of ficer or agent of the taxing district, or is found invalid, in
whol e or in part, for any other reason not involving a question
whi ch coul d have been rai sed by an appeal provided for by |aw

Any such claimprior to the time it becones absolute may be
set aside or reduced in anmobunt by the court of common pl eas on
appeal, as hereinafter provided, for any reason which
constitutes a just, sufficient and valid defense to the claimin
whol e, or in part, except want of notice of the return and entry
of the claimby the bureau, or for any dispute in the anmount of
t he cl ai mwhich involves the anbunt of the assessed val uation of
the property or the validity of the tax |evied.

(b) Any defendant in any such claim at any tinme before the
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day fixed for the claimto beconme absol ute under section 311

may file with the bureau exceptions to the claimas entered, or
to any part of the claim The bureau, after giving due notice to
the taxing districts interested, shall hold a hearing thereon
and either disallowthe exceptions or allow the exceptions in
whol e, or in part, and strike off or reduce the claimin
accordance with the evidence produced and the powers of the
bureau as herei nbefore prescribed.

If the defendant is aggrieved by the decision of the bureau
he may, within fifteen (15) days after notice thereof, appeal by
petition to the court of common pleas of the county setting
forth the defense he has to the claim or any part thereof, and
the refusal of the bureau to allow his exceptions and strike off
or reduce the anmount of the claim Thereupon the court shal
grant a rule on the taxing district or districts to show cause
why the claimshould not be set aside or reduced in anmount as
prayed for in the petition. The petitioners shall give notice of
such proceeding to the bureau.

(c) The issues raised by the petition and the answer thereto
by the taxing district or districts shall be tried by the court
or a jury.

(d) The petition and the answer or answers thereto, if an
i ssue of fact is raised, shall be endorsed with a statenent
signed by the party or his attorney in the follow ng form

"Jury trial demanded,” or

"Jury trial waived."

The endorsenent of "jury trial waived' on both petition and
answer or answers shall be deened a waiver of a trial by jury of
every issue in the proceeding.

(e) No taxpayer shall have the right to proceed by petition
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to the court of common pleas to open a clai mabsolute under the
provi sions of this act, except on the ground of paynent of the

tax involved or failure to receive notice. The remedy provided

by this section to contest a tax claimentered shall be deened

excl usi ve except as herein otherw se provided.

(f) After verdict by the court or the jury, the court shall,
by its final order, either affirmor set the claimaside, or
reduce the amount of the claimand fix the proper anount thereof
in accordance with the verdict, and shall assess the costs of
the proceedings as it shall determne. [Any party aggrieved by
the final order entered in the proceeding may appeal to the
Superior or Supreme Court as in other cases.] Upon final order
of the court, or upon final disposition thereof[,] upon appeal
[to the Supreme or Superior Court], if the entire claimhas not
been set aside, such return shall become absol ute.

Section 18. Section 404 of the act, anended January 18, 1952
(1951 P.L.2098, No.595), is anended to read:

Section 404. Powers of Sequestrator.--A sequestrator shal
have power to retain possession of the property, as
sequestrator, until all taxes owing to the several taxing
districts shall have been collected or paid. He shall have power
(a) to |l ease the property for a period not exceeding one (1)
year, with the usual privilege of renewal or term nation thereof
upon three (3) nonths' notice, (b) to make such repairs to the
property as may be reasonably necessary to restore and naintain
it in a tenantable condition, and to carry insurance on such
property, (c) to advertise the property for rent, (d) to collect
the costs of repairs, advertising and comm ssions of rental
agents fromrentals collected or froma redeem ng owner, (e) to

sell and di spose of growing crops, and (f) to appoint a |icensed
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real estate broker or agent, as agent to collect the rentals of
the property, and pay such agents the customary conm ssions for
rent collections. The bureau shall not, in any case, w thout
prior approval of the county conm ssioners, [or in case of
cities of the first class, the city council,] incur any expense
for the maintenance, repair or alteration of any property in
excess of eighty per centum (80% of the amobunt of rental to be
received fromsuch property within a period of one (1) year
under a lease entered into at or before the tinme such expense is
incurred. Al conm ssions, costs and necessary expenses shall be
deducted fromthe rents collected before paying the net bal ance
toward taxes.

Section 19. Section 405 of the act is amended to read:

Section 405. Return of Possession.--Any owner of the
property nmay redeemit fromthe sequestrator and be again
entitled to possession thereof upon paynent of the anount of
t axes then owi ng upon the property after the paynent of
conmmi ssions, costs and expenses of the sequestration
proceedi ngs. Upon paynent of all taxes and costs or the
satisfaction of the taxes and costs by collection of rentals,
t he sequestrator shall transfer possession of the property to
t he owner, subject to any existing | ease given by the
sequestrator, which | ease shall be assigned to the owner. The
sequestrator shall in such cases enter satisfaction on the
record of the tax claim

In any case where it appears to the sequestrator that
property taken into possession does not yield any revenue or not
sufficient revenue to continue in possession thereof, he may,
with the consent of the court, return possession of the property

to the owner subject to any existing | ease given by the
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sequestrator, and thereafter such property [may] shall be sold
at the next sale held at |east ninety (90) days after such
return of possession in the manner provided by this act.
Section 20. The heading of Article V of the act is anmended
to read:
ARTI CLE V.
[ REDEMPTI ON OF PROPERTY]

DI SCHARGE OF TAX CLAI M BEFORE SALE

Section 21. Section 501 of the act, anended July 10, 1975
(P.L.41, No.22), is anmended to read:

Section 501. |[Redenption of Property From Effects] Discharge
of Tax O ains. --

(a) Any owner, his heirs or |egal representatives, or any
lien creditor, his heirs, assigns or |egal representative, or
ot her person interested, if such other person has a duly
execut ed power of attorney fromthe owner, his heirs or assigns
or |l egal representative or any of them enpowering such person to
make paynment may[, within one (1) year after the first day of
July of the year in which the claimwas filed and notice given,
if the notice was nmailed prior to August first, or within one
year fromthe first day of the nonth in which the notice was
mailed, if nmailed on or after August first, redeem such] cause

the di scharge of tax clains and |iens entered agai nst the

property for the benefit of the owner by paynent to the bureau
of the ampunt of the aforesaid claimand interest thereon, the
anount of any other tax claimor tax judgment due on such

property and interest thereon, and the anobunt of all accrued

t axes whi ch have been returned and remain unpaid, the record
costs, including pro rata costs of the notice or notices given

in connection with the returns or clains. If, prior to July 1 of

19850H0943B2955 - 30 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

the year following the notice of claim paynent is nade in an

anount equal to the sum of:

(1) outstanding taxes entered on notice of claimand

i nterest due on those taxes;

(2) the anmpbunt of all accrued taxes whi ch have been returned

and remai n unpai d; and

(3) the record costs;

then the subject property shall be renpved from exposure to sal e

and shall not be listed in any adverti senent relating to sal e of

property for delinquent taxes. |If paynent is made after July 1

of the year following the notice of claim but before the actual

sale of the property, the property shall not be sold, but the

property and nane of owner nmay appear in an adverti senent

relating to the sale of property for delinquent taxes.

[ The] Upon receipt of paynent or upon certification to the

bureau that paynent of all taxes and ot her charges ot herw se

payable to the bureau under this act has been nmade to a taxing

district, the bureau shall [receive and receipt for said

paynents, and shall nake distribution thereof to the taxing
districts entitled thereto. The bureau shall forthw th
acknow edge the recei pt of the redenption noneys by entering]

i ssue witten acknow edgenent of recei pt and a certificate of

di scharge and shall enter satisfaction on the record [of the

claimin the office of the bureau which shall be signed by the

director]. Al paynents received shall be distributed to the

taxing district entitled thereto not | ess than once every three

(3) nonths.

(b) Wen any property is [so redeened] discharged fromtax

claimby paynent by a lien creditor, or his heirs, assigns or

| egal representatives, or by any person interested for the
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benefit of the owner, the [bureau shall issue to the person
redeem ng such property a certificate, stating the fact of such
redenption, a brief description of the property redeened, and

t he amobunt of the redenption noney paid, which] certificate

shall be issued to the person naki ng the paynent and shall state

the fact of the discharge, a brief description of the property

di scharged and the anpbunt of the di scharge paynent. Thi s

certificate may be entered in the office of the prothonotary [ of
the county] as a judgnent agai nst the owner of the property for
the amobunt stated therein. The lien of any such judgnent shal
have priority over all other |iens against such property in the
sane manner and to the same extent as the taxes involved in the

(c) There shall be no redenption of any property after the
actual sal e thereof.

SECTI ON 22. SECTI ONS 502 AND 503 OF THE ACT, REENACTED AND
AVENDED NOVEMBER 6, 1985 (P.L.305, NO 76), ARE AMENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 502. OPTION OF COUNTY TO EXTEND [ REDEMPTI ON] PERI GD

FOR DI SCHARGE OF TAX CLAIM --A COUNTY MAY AT THE OPTION OF I TS

COW SSI ONERS ENACT LEG SLATI ON EXTENDI NG THE [ REAL ESTATE TAX
REDEMPTI ON] PERI OD FOR DI SCHARGE OF TAX CLAIM FOR REAL ESTATE

SECTI ON 503. EXTENSI ON OF [ REDEMPTI ON] PERI OD FOR DI SCHARGE

OF TAX CLAIM--(A) | F THE COUNTY COW SSI ONERS OF THE COUNTY

ENACT LEG SLATI ON PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 502, THEN THE COUNTY
COW SSI ONERS, ACTI NG THROUGH THE COUNTY TAX CLAI M BUREAU
DETERM NE THAT A TAX CLAIM OR TAX CLAI Ms CONSTI TUTE SEVERE
HARDSHI P TO THE TAXPAYER AND THAT EXTENUATI NG Cl RCUMSTANCES
BEYOND THE TAXPAYER S CONTRCL HAVE CAUSED THE TAX CLAIM OR
CLAIMS TO BE FI LED OR REMAI N UNPAI D AND THERE | S A REASONABLE
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PROBABI LI TY THAT THE TAXPAYER W LL BE ABLE TO MEET THE
| NDEBTEDNESS | F GRANTED AN EXTENSI ON OF THE [ REDEMPTI ON] PERI OD
FOR DI SCHARGE OF TAX CLAIM FOR UP TO TWELVE (12) ADDI TI ONAL

MONTHS, THEY SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY I N THE EVENT OF AN
APPLI CATI ON FOR EXTENSI ON SUBM TTED BY THE TAXPAYER TO

(1) EXTEND THE [ REDEMPTI ON] PERI OD FOR DI SCHARGE COF TAX
ADDI TI ONAL MONTHS: PROVI DED, THAT THE TAXPAYER ENTERS | NTO AN
EQUI TABLE APPORTI ONED PAYMENT SCHEDULE CONSI STENT THEREW TH.

(2) ABATE, SUSPEND, CONTINUE OR STAY THE TAX SALE
PROCEEDI NGS PENDI NG W TH RESPECT TO SUCH OWNER- OCCUPI ED
RESI DENTI AL REAL ESTATE.

(B) THE PAYMENT SCHEDULE AUTHORI ZED UNDER SUBSECTI ON ( A)
SHALL PERM T THE TAXPAYER TO MAKE PAYMENT OF THE AMOUNT DUE I N
AT LEAST FOUR (4) SEPARATE PAYMENTS, SPACED AT LEAST THI RTY (30)
DAYS APART, AND SHALL REQUIRE THE I NI TI AL PAYMENT TO BE NOT' MORE
THAN TVEENTY- FI VE PER CENTUM (25% OF THE TOTAL | NDEBTEDNESS
CALCULATED TO BE DUE UNDER SUCH SCHEDULE. HOWNEVER, THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SUBSECTI ON AND OF SECTI ON 603
NOTW THSTANDI NG, THE COUNTY COMM SSI ONERS MAY, | N THEIR
DI SCRETI ON, | N SPECI AL HARDSHI P CASES, ESTABLI SH PAYMENT
SCHEDULES SPECI FI CALLY SUI TED TO THE CAPABI LI TI ES OF THE
PARTI CULAR AFFECTED TAXPAYER.

(© THE APPLI CATI ON FOR EXTENSI ON AUTHORI ZED | N CLAUSE (1)
OF SUBSECTI ON (A) SHALL BE MADE I N SUCH FORM AS SHALL BE
PROVI DED BY THE BUREAU. WTHI N THI RTY (30) DAYS OF RECEI PT OF
SUCH AN APPLI CATI ON, THE DI RECTOR OF THE BUREAU SHALL EI THER
ALLOW OR DI SALLOW SUCH AN EXTENSI ON. | F SUCH AN EXTENSI ON | S
ALLONED, THE BUREAU SHALL SET THE LENGIH OF SUCH EXTENSI ON. ANY
TAXPAYER AGCRI EVED BY THE DECI SI ON OF THE BUREAU MAY, W THI N
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FI FTEEN (15) DAYS AFTER NOTI CE THEREOF, APPEAL TO THE COUNTY
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR DE NOVO REVI EW OF THE APPLI CATI ON.

(D) FOR THE PURPOSE CF THI' S SECTI ON THE PHRASE " EXTENUATI NG
Cl RCUMSTANCES" MEANS:

(1) SERIQUS PHYSI CAL | LLNESS OR I NJURY OR A COVBI NATI ON OF
SUCH I LLNESS OR I NJURY WTH A STATE OF PROLONGED UNEMPLOYMENT
IF: (1) THE TAXPAYER | S A PERVANENT RESI DENT OF THE
COVWMONVEALTH, (I1) THE I LLNESS OR I NJURY, OR COVBI NATI ON
THEREOF, OCCURRED OR PERSI STED DURI NG ANY OF THE TAX YEARS FOR
VWH CH THE DELI NQUENT TAXES WERE ASSESSED OR DURI NG THE YEAR
| MMEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG ANY SUCH DELI NQUENCY, AND (I111) THE
I LLNESS OR I NJURY, OR COMBI NATI ON THEREOF, HAS BEEN A
SUBSTANTI AL CAUSE OF THE TAXPAYER S FAI LURE TO PAY ANY SUCH
DELI NQUENT TAX OR TAXES TO THE DATE OF APPLI CATI ON FOR RELI EF
UNDER THI S SECTI ON

(2) UNEMPLOYMENT I F: (1) THE TAXPAYER | S A PERVANENT
RESI DENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH, (11) THE UNEMPLOYMENT OCCURRED OR
PERSI STED DURI NG ANY OF THE TAX YEARS FOR VWH CH THE DELI NQUENT
TAXES WERE ASSESSED OR DURI NG THE YEAR | MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG ANY
SUCH DELI NQUENCY, AND (I11) THE UNEMPLOYMENT HAS BEEN A
SUBSTANTI AL CAUSE OF THE TAXPAYER S FAI LURE TO PAY ANY SUCH
DELI NQUENT TAX OR TAXES TO THE DATE OF APPLI CATI ON FOR RELI EF
UNDER THI S SECTI ON

(E) FOR THE PURPOSE CF THI S SECTI ON AN EXTENSI ON OF THE
[ REDEMPTI ON] PERI OD FOR DI SCHARGE OF TAX CLAIM SHALL ONLY APPLY

TO ONE (1) OMNER- OCCUPI ED PROPERTY PER TAXPAYER
Section 22 23. The act is anmended by addi ng before section <—
601 a subarticle heading to read:

(a) Upset Sal e.

Section 23 24. Section 601 of the act, anended May 20, 1949 <—
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(P.L.1602, No.484) and July 10, 1980 (P.L.417, No.98), is
amended to read:
Section 601. Date of Sale.--(a) [Comencing on] The bureau

shall schedule the date of the sale no earlier than the second

Monday of Septenber [of each year or for the first year any
county is operating under the provisions of this act, at the
bureau's discretion, comrencing on the second Monday of Cctober,
and for the first sale conducted under this act by a bureau,
where cl ai ns have been validated in accordance with the
provisions of this act, at the bureau's discretion, comrencing
on the second Monday of Cctober, follow ng the expiration of the

redenpti on period, or on any day to which a] and before Cctober

1, and the sale may be adjourned, [or] readjourned[, such
adj ournnment not to be for a longer period than sixty (60) days,
or any day to which a sale nmay be] or continued[, the]. No

addi ti onal notice of sale is required when the sale is

adj ourned, readjourned or continued if the sale is held by the

end of the cal endar year. The bureau nmy, for conveni ence and

because of the nunmber of properties involved, schedul e sal es of

property in various taxing districts or wards on different

dates. Except as otherw se provided in this article, all sal es

shall be held by the bureau by the end of the cal endar year.

(1) The bureau shall sell [such] the property [(except where
the property is essential to the business of quasi-public
corporations), or where held by the bureau under article seven
as agent for the various taxing districts, the prem ses remain
occupi ed by one or nore persons in the famly of the previous
owner who are, or within the sixty (60) days i medi ately

precedi ng were, receiving assistance froma public agency,

agai nst which a tax claimhas becone absolute, and the period of
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redenpti on has expired (w thout the property having been
redeened), or agai nst which a tax judgnent has heretofore been
entered under any other |aw, which judgnment has not been
satisfied and on which a sale has not been stayed by agreenent,
in the manner hereinafter provided, and where the property
subject to the claimor judgnent is not or no longer remains in
possessi on of the sequestrator. Omer occupied property shal

not be sold until at least ten (10) days after the owner
occupant as defined in section 102 is personally notified of the
sale by the sheriff or his designee; but, if personal notice
cannot be served within twenty-five (25) days, the bureau may
petition the court of commopn pleas to waive the requirenent of

personal notice for good cause shown.] if all of the follow ng

(i) A tax claimhas becone absol ute.

(ii) The property has not been di scharged fromthe tax claim

nor renoved from sal e under section 603; or a tax judgnent has

been entered agai nst the property prior to January 1, 1948, and

is unsatisfied, and a sale of the property has not been stayed

by agreenent under this article.

(iii) The property is not in the possessi on of the

sequestrator.

(2) Property that is essential to the busi ness of a quasi -

public corporation shall not be sold.

(3) No owner-occupi ed property may be sold unl ess the bureau

has qgi ven the owner occupant witten notice of such sal e at

| east ten (10) days prior to the date of actual sale by personal

service by the sheriff or his deputy or person deputized by the

sheriff for this purpose unless the county conmi ssi oners, by

resol uti on, appoint a person or persons to nmake all personal
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services required by this clause. The sheriff or his deputy

shall make a return of service to the bureau, or the persons

appoi nted by the county conm ssioners in lieu of the sheriff or

his deputy shall file with the bureau witten proof of service,

setting forth the nane of the person served, the date and tine

and pl ace of service, and attach a copy of the notice which was

served. |If such personal notice cannot be served within twenty-

five (25) days of the request by the bureau to nake such

personal service, the bureau may petition the court of conmmbn

pl eas to wai ve the requi renent of personal notice for good cause

shown. Personal service of notice on one of the owners shall be
deened personal service on all owners. [The bureau may for
conveni ence and because of the nunber of properties involved,
schedul e sal es of property in various taxing districts or wards
thereof on different dates, but all sales, except as herein

ot herwi se provided, shall be held by the bureau by the end of
the said cal endar year. Taxing districts shall notify the bureau
of tax judgnments which have, prior to the effective date of this
act, been entered under any other law in order that properties
be subject to the lien of such judgnments may be included in the
sal e. ]

(b) No property shall be exposed to sale where the
del i nquent taxes involved in a claimare being paid by the owner
under any | aw abating penalties, interests and costs, or either,
unl ess there has been a default by the owner in paynent, in
whi ch case the sale of the property shall be proceeded with, as
herein provided, at the tinme fixed for the next schedul ed sal e,
occurring at least ninety (90) days after such default.

(c) The taxing authorities of the county and of any

political subdivision in the county may jointly petition the
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court of common pleas of the county to stay the sale of property
in any political subdivision held under the provisions of this
section. The petition shall set forth the reasons for such stay.
If, in the opinion of the court, after hearing, there are
sufficient reasons for such stay, the court shall have
jurisdiction and power to enter an order staying such sale for
any period not exceeding one year fromthe tine fixed for such
sal e under subsection (a) of this section. In case of any such
stay of sale, the properties in such political subdivision shal
be sold in accordance with the provisions of this section on the
date of the next annual sale.

Section 24 25. Section 602 of the act, anmended July 10, 1980
(P.L.417, No.98), is anended to read:

Section 602. Notice of Sale.--(a) At least thirty (30) days
prior to any schedul ed sale the bureau shall give notice
t hereof, not less than once in two (2) newspapers of general
circulation in the county, if so many are published therein, and
once in the legal journal, if any, designated by the court for
the publication of |egal notices. Such notice shall set forth
(1) the purposes of such sale, (2) the time of such sale, (3)
the place of such sale, (4) the ternms of the sale including the
approxi mate upset price, (5) the descriptions of the properties
to be sold as stated in the clains entered[, each description

comencing with

descri ption]

and the nane of the owner

(b) Were the owner is unknown and has been unknown for a
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period of not less than [ten] five years, the name of the owner
need not be included in such description.

(c) The description may be given intelligible abbreviations.

(d) Such published notice shall be addressed to the "owners
of properties described in this notice and to all persons having
[tax] liens, [tax] judgnments or rmunicipal or other clains
agai nst such properties.”

(e) In addition to such publications, simlar notice of the
sale shall also be given by the bureau as foll ows:

(1) At least thirty (30) days before the date of the sale,

by United States certified mail, [personal addressee only]

restricted delivery, return receipt requested, postage prepaid,

to each owner as defined by this act.

(2) If return receipt is not received fromeach owner
pursuant to the provisions of clause (1), then, at |east ten
(10) days before the date of the sale, simlar notice of the
sale shall be given to each owner who failed to acknow edge the

first notice by United States [certified] first class mail,

[ personal addressee only, return recei pt requested, postage

prepaid,] proof of mailing, at his [ast known post office

address by virtue of the know edge and informati on possessed by
the bureau, by the tax collector for the taxing district making
the return and by the county office responsible for assessnents
and revisions of taxes. It shall be the duty of the bureau to
determ ne the | ast post office address known to said collector
and county assessnent offi ce.

(3) Each property schedul ed for sale shall be posted at
| east ten (10) days prior to the sale.

(f) The published notice, the nail notice and the posted

notice shall each state that the sale of any property may, at
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the option of the bureau, be stayed if the owner thereof or any
lien creditor of the owner on or before the [date of] actual
sale enters into an agreenent with the bureau to pay the taxes
in instalnents, in the manner provided by this act[, and the
agreenent entered into].

(g) Al notices required by this section other than the
newspaper notice and notice in the legal journal shall contain
the foll ow ng provision which shall be conspicuously placed upon
said notices and set in at |east 10-point type in a box as
fol | ows:

WARNI NG
"YOUR PROPERTY |'S ABOUT TO BE SOLD W THOUT YOUR CONSENT

FOR DELI NQUENT TAXES. YOUR PROPERTY MAY BE SOLD FOR A SMALL

FRACTION OF I TS FAIR MARKET VALUE. |F YOU HAVE ANY QUESTI ONS

AS TO WHAT YOU MUST DO I N ORDER TO SAVE YOUR PROPERTY, PLEASE

CALL YOUR ATTORNEY, THE TAX CLAI M BUREAU AT THE FOLLOW NG

TELEPHONE NUMBER , OR THE [LEGAL Al D] COUNTY LAWER

(h) In case the property of any corporation, limted
partnership or joint-stock association is advertised for sale,
t he bureau shall give to the Departnment of Revenue [the notice
requi red by section one thousand four hundred two of the Fiscal
Code of the ninth day of April, one thousand ni ne hundred

twenty-ni ne (Panphlet Laws 343).] at least thirty (30) days

prior to the date of the schedul ed sale, notice of the sale by

certified mail on a form provided by the Departnment of Revenue

whi ch shall set forth (1) the nane and address of the bureau,

(2) the date of the sale, (3) the nane and address of each

corporation, limted partnership or joint stock association, if

any, whose property is scheduled for sale, and (4) the total
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nunber of corporations, linmted partnershi ps and joint stock

associ ati ons whose properties are schedul ed for sale. Upon

recei pt of the notice and at | east seven (7) days before the

date of sale listed on the notice, the Departnent of Revenue

shall mail to the bureau, by certified mail, a proof of claim

for paynent of Conmpbnweal th taxes which are accorded priority by

section 1401 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176),

known as "The Fiscal Code." The bureau shall include in the

upset sale price of each said property the anpunt of

Commpnweal th taxes set forth on the proof of claimreceived from

the Departnment of Revenue. |f the bureau conplies with the

noti ce of provisions of this section and the Departnent of

Revenue fails to mail to the bureau, at | east seven (7) days

before the date of sale listed on said notice by verification by

the postmark, by certified mail, the proof of claimrequired by

this section, the |lien upon said property shall be forever

di scharged and di vested, notw thstandi ng any ot her provisi on of

this act or other law to the contrary. |If the bureau does not

receive a reply fromthe Departnent of Revenue prior to the

schedul ed date of the sale, it shall be the duty of the bureau

to contact the departnent to deternmine if such reply was mail ed.

The bureau may then opt to reschedule the sale if circunstances

warrant. No owner shall attack the validity of any sale on the

basis that the bureau failed to give the notice required by this

section.

No sal e shall be defeated and no title to property sold shal
be invalidated because of proof that mail notice as herein
requi red was not received by the owner, provided such notice was
given as prescribed by this section.

(1) The costs of such advertisenent and notices shall be
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[taxed] added as part of the costs of such proceedi ngs and shal
be paid by the owner the sane as other costs.

Section 25 26. Section 603 of the act, anended Novenber 19,
1959 (P.L.1513, No.531), is anended to read:

Section 603. Renpval from Sal e; Agreenents to Stay Sale. --

Any owner or lien creditor of the owner may, at the option of
the bureau, prior to the [date of any first schedul ed] actual

sale, (1) cause the property to be renoved fromthe sale by

paynent in full of taxes whi ch have becone absol ute and of al

charges and i nterest due on these taxes to the tine of paynent,

or (2) enter into an agreenment, in witing, with the bureau to
stay the sale of the property upon the paynent of twenty-five
per centum (25% of the anobunt due on all tax clainms and tax
judgnments filed or entered agai nst such property and the
interest and costs on the taxes returned to date, as provided by

this act, and agreeing therein to pay the balance of said clains
and judgnents and the interest and costs thereon in not nore
than three (3) instalnents [(the last instalnment to include al
costs due),] all within one (1) year of the date of said
agreenent, the agreenment to specify the dates on or before which
each instal ment shall be paid, and the amobunt of each instal nment
[and the costs]. So long as said agreenent is being fully
conplied with by the taxpayer, the sale of the property covered
by the agreenent shall be stayed. But in case of default in such
agreenent by the owner or lien creditor, the bureau, after

witten notice of such default given by United States mail,

postage prepaid, to the owner or lien creditor at the address

stated in the agreenent, shall apply all paynents nade agai nst

t he ol dest deli nquent taxes and costs, then agai nst the nore

recent. |If sufficient paynent has been nade to di scharge all the
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taxes and cl ai ns whi ch woul d have caused the property to be put

up for sale, the property may not be sold. |If sufficient paynent

has not been received to di scharge these taxes and cl ai ns, the

bureau shall proceed with the sale of such property in the

or _at a special upset sale [of property], either of which is to
be held at |east ninety (90) days after such default. |If a party

to an instal nent agreenent defaults on the agreenent, the bureau

shall not enter into a new instal nent agreenment with that person

within three (3) years of the default.

Section 26 27. Section 605 of the act, anmended August 4,
1961 (P.L.932, No.410), is anended to read:

Section 605. Upset Sale Price.--The bureau shall fix as the
upset price to be realized at the sale of any property upon a
cl ai m absolute, the sumof (a) the tax liens of the
Commonweal th, (b) the anobunt of the claimabsolute and interest
t hereon on which the sale is being held, (c) the anobunt of any
other tax claimor tax judgnent due on such property and
interest on the judgnent to the date of sale, (d) the anmount of
all accrued taxes including taxes |levied for the current year,
whet her or not returned, a record of which shall be furnished to
the bureau by tax collectors, receivers of taxes and taxing
districts, (e) the amobunt of the municipal clains against the
property, and (f) the record costs and costs of sale, including
pro rata costs of the publication of notice and costs of nai
and posted notices in connection with the return of the claim

and mail and posted notices of sale.

It shall be the duty of all taxing districts, and nuni ci pal

authorities having nmunicipal clainms against any such property,

to certify by August 30 of the year of the schedul ed sale, the
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anount thereof to the bureau for the purpose of including the

same in the upset price. If a taxing district or mnunicipal

authority fails to certify the amount of any nunicipal claim

whi ch has becone a cl ai m agai nst the property prior to August 1

of the year of the schedul ed sale, the claimshall be divested

by the upset sale, notw thstandi ng any provision of this act to

the contrary.

No sal e of property shall be made by the bureau unless a bid
equal to the upset price is made[, and where sufficient is not
bid, the sale shall be continued fromnonth to nonth w thout
further advertisenent for not nore than three (3) nonths]. If no

bid equal to the upset price is received, the sale shall be

continued without further advertisenent in order to give the

bureau a chance to sell the property at private sale, or to
petition court for an order to sell the sane, freed and

di scharged of all liens as hereinafter provided. No upset sale

may be conti nued beyond the end of the cal endar year, and no

property nay be sold at private sale or judicial sale unless the

property has first been exposed to upset sale and was not sold

at upset sal e.

Section 2# 28. Section 606 of the act is anmended to read:
Section 606. Paynments by Purchasers at Sal es.--The purchaser
of any property at [any such] an upset sale shall[, as soon as

the property is struck down,] pay to the bureau the entire

pur chase noney on the date of the sale, no later than one (1)

hour before the close of business or at such other tinme on said

date as designated by the bureau. I n case said anount is not so

pai d, the sale shall be voided and the property shall be put up

again at the sanme sale, if possible, or at any adjournnent,

readj our nnent or continuati on of the sal e.
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Section 28 29. Section 607 of the act, anended May 10, 1951
(P.L.258, No.41) and July 10, 1980 (P.L.417, No.98), is anended
to read:

Secti on 607. Bureau's Consolidated Return to Court; Notice;

Confirmation; Appeal.--(a) It shall be the duty of the bureau,
not later than sixty (60) days after a [schedul ed] sal e was
hel d, to nake a consolidated return to the court of comon pl eas
of the county, wherein it shall set forth, (1) a brief
description of each property exposed to sale, (2) the nane of

t he owner in whose nane it was assessed, (3) the name of the
owner at the tinme of sale, and to whom notice by nail was given
as provided by this act, (4) a reference to the record of the
tax claimon which the sale was held, (5) the time when and the
newspapers in which the advertisenent for sale was nade, with a
copy of said advertisenment, (6) the tine of sale, (7) the nane
of the purchaser, if any, and (8) the price for which each
property was sold, or that no bid was nade equal to the upset

price and the property was not sold. [Upon the] Wthin thirty

(30) days of presentation of [said] the consolidated return, if

it shall appear to said court that such sale has been regularly
conduct ed under the provisions of this act, the [said]

consolidated return and the sales so nade shall be confirned

nisi. No consolidated return shall be nade to the court until

noti ce has been given to the owner under subsection (a.1)(1).

(a.1) (1) Notice shall be given by the bureau within thirty
(30) days of the actual sale to each owner by United States

certified mail, [personal addressee only] restricted delivery,

return recei pt requested, postage prepaid, to each owner at his
| ast known post office address as determ ned in section

602(e)(2) that the property was sold and that the owner [has
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1 within sixty (60) days fromthe date of the mailing of the

2 notice to] may file objections or exceptions with the court

3 relating to the regularity and procedures foll owed during the

4 sale no later than thirty (30) days after the court has nade a
5 confirmation nisi of the consolidated return.

6 (2) Al notices required by this subsection shall contain

7 the following provisions and be in the following formset in at
8 least 10-point type in a box as foll ows:

9 WARNI NG

10 "YOUR PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD AT A TAX SALE ON
11 FOR THE COLLECTI ON FOR DELI NQUENT TAXES | NCURRED
12 I'N

13 YOQU [ HAVE SI XTY (60) DAYS FROM THE DATE COF MAI LI NG OF

14 THI'S NOTI CE TO QUESTI ON THE RI GHT OF THE BUREAU TO CONDUCT
15 THE SALE BECAUSE OF A FAI LURE ON THE BUREAU S PART TO COWPLY
16 WTH THE LAW NAY FILE OBJECTI ONS OR EXCEPTI ONS TO THE SALE
17 | MVEDI ATELY BUT NO LATER THAN THI RTY (30) DAYS FOLLOW NG THE
18 CONFI RVATION NI SI OF THE RETURN BY THE COURT.

19 I F YOU HAVE ANY QUESTI ONS PLEASE CALL YOUR ATTORNEY, THI' S
20 TAX CLAI M BUREAU AT THE FOLLOW NG TELEPHONE
21 NUMBER , OR THE [LEGAL Al D] COUNTY LAWER REFERRAL
22 SERVI CE [ AT THE FOLLON NG TELEPHONE NUMBER ]."
23 [(3) No sale shall be defeated and no title to property sold
24 shall be invalidated because of proof that the mail notice as
25 herein required was not received by the owner, provided that
26 such notice was given as prescribed by this section.]
27 (b) The bureau shall, at the expense of the county, within
28 ten (10) days after confirmation nisi of the consolidated
29 return, publish a general notice once in a newspaper of general

30 circulation published in the county, and in the |egal journal,
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1 if any, designated by rules of court for the publication of

2 legal notices, stating (1) that the consolidated return of the
3 bureau with respect to any such sale for taxes has been

4 presented to the court, (2) giving the date of [such

5 presentation,] confirmation nisi and (3) that objections or

6 exceptions thereto may be filed by any owner or lien creditor

7 wthin [sixty (60)] thirty (30) days after the [date of return,
8 otherwi se] court has made a confirmation nisi of the

9 consolidated return or that the return will be confirned

10 absolutely.

11 (b.1) If notice is given under subsection (a.1)(2), proof
12 that notice under subsection (a.1)(1) was not received by the
13 owner shall not defeat a sale nor invalidate title to property.
14 |1f the mailed or published notice required under this section
15 is defective or was served in an untinely manner, the court

16 shall enter an order nunc pro tunc for cause and, upon proof of
17 prejudice, shall grant the owner leave to file objections and
18 exceptions.

19 (c) In case no objections or exceptions are filed to any
20 such sale within [sixty (60)] thirty (30) days after the [date
21 of return] court has nade a confirnmation nisi, a decree of
22 absolute confirmation shall be entered as of course by the
23 prothonotary.
24 (d) Any objections or exceptions to such a sale may question
25 the regularity or legality of the proceedings of the bureau in
26 respect to such sale, but may not raise the legality of the
27 taxes on which the sale was held, [or] of the return [thereof]
28 by the tax collector to the bureau[,] or of the claimentered
29 [therefor]. In case any objections or exceptions are filed they

30 shall be disposed of according to the practice of the court. If
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the sane are overrul ed or set aside, a decree of absolute
confirmation shall be entered by the court.

(e) If such objections or exceptions are sustained and the
court deens the defect not anendable, it shall, by its order or
decree, invalidate the sale and order another sale to be held in
conformty with this act at such time and under such conditions
as it shall fix.

(g) |If no objections or exceptions are filed[,] or [where]
if objections or exceptions are finally overruled and the sale
confirmed absolutely, the validity of the tax, its return for
nonpaynment, the entry of the claim or the making of such claim
absol ute and the proceedi ngs of the bureau with respect to such
sale, [except as to the giving of notice as required by the act,
or the time of holding the sale, or of petitioning court for an
order of sale] shall not thereafter be inquired into judicially
in equity or by civil proceedings by the person in whose nane
such property was sold, [his or her or theirs, or his, her or

their grantees or assigns or] by a grantee or assignee, by any

lien creditor or by any other person [whatever], except with

respect to the giving of notice under the act, to the tine of

holding the sale, or to the tine of petitioning the court for an

order of sale. There shall be no period of redenption after such

sale and the sale shall be deened to pass a good and valid title
to the purchaser, free fromany |iens or encunbrances
what soever, except such liens as are hereafter specifically
saved, and in all respects as valid and effective as if acquired
by a sheriff's deed.
SECTI ON 30. THE ACT |I'S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ
SECTI ON 607.1. ADDI TI ONAL NOTI FI CATI ON EFFORTS. --(A)  WHEN

ANY NOTI FI CATION OF_ A PENDI NG TAX SALE OR A TAX SALE SUBJECT TO
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COURT_CONFI RVATION | S REQUI RED TO BE MAI LED TO ANY OWNER,

MORTGAGEE, LI ENHOLDER OR OTHER PERSON OR ENTI TY WHOSE PROPERTY

| NTERESTS ARE LI KELY TO BE SI GNI FI CANTLY AFFECTED BY SUCH TAX

SALE, AND SUCH MAI LED NOTI FI CATION | S El THER RETURNED W THOUT

THE REQUI RED RECEI PTED PERSONAL S| GNATURE OF THE ADDRESSEE OR

UNDER OTHER Cl RCUMSTANCES RAI SING A SI GNI FI CANT _DOUBT AS TO THE

ACTUAL RECEI PT _OF_ SUCH NOTI FI CATI ON BY THE NAMED ADDRESSEE, OR

IS NOI_RETURNED OR ACKNOWEDGED AT ALL, THEN, BEFORE THE TAX

SALE CAN BE CONDUCTED OR CONFI RMED, THE BUREAU MUST EXERCI SE

REASONABLE EFFORTS TO DI SCOVER THE WHEREABOUTS COF SUCH PERSON OR

ENTI TY AND NOTI FY HHM THE BUREAU S EFFORTS SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT

NOT_NECESSARI LY BE RESTRI CTED TO, A SEARCH OF CURRENT TELEPHONE

DI RECTORIES FOR THE COUNTY, AND OF THE DOCKETS AND | NDI CES OF

THE COUNTY_ TAX ASSESSMENT OFFI CES, RECORDER OF DEEDS CFFI CE, AND

PROTHONOTARY' S OFFI CE, AS WELL AS CONTACTS MADE TO ANY APPARENT

ALTERNATE ADDRESS OR TELEPHONE NUVMBER VH CH MAY HAVE BEEN

WRITTEN ON OR IN THE FILE PERTI NENT TO SUCH PROPERTY. VWHEN SUCH

REASONABLE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED, REGARDLESS OF VWHETHER OR

NOT_THE NOTI FI CATI ON EFFORTS HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL, A NOTATI ON

SHALL BE PLACED IN THE PROPERTY FILE DESCRI BI NG THE EFFORTS MADE

AND THE RESULTS THERECF, AND THE PROPERTY NMAY BE RESCHEDULED FOR

SALE OR THE SALE MAY BE CONFI RVED AS PROVIDED IN TH S ACT.

(B) _THE NOTI FI CATI ON EFFORTS REQUI RED BY SUBSECTI ON (A)

SHALL BE I N ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER NOTI CE REQUI REMENTS | MPCSED BY

TH' S ACT.

Section 29 31. Section 608 of the act, anended January 18, <—
1952 (1951 P.L.2098, No.595), is anmended to read:

Section 608. Deed.--[Wen] After the court has confirned the
sal e and the purchaser has paid the anobunt of his bid, it shal

be the duty of the bureau to nake to the said purchaser, his or
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their heirs or assigns a deed in fee sinple for the property
sold. Each such deed shall be in the nane of the bureau as
trustee grantor and shall be executed and duly acknow edged
before the prothonotary by the director and a notation of such
deed and acknow edgenent shall be duly entered on the proper
records. The deed shall, before delivery, be recorded in the
office for the recording of deeds at the cost of the purchaser.

Section 30 32. Section 609 of the act, anended June 8, 1984 <—
(P.L.382, No.79), is anended to read:

Section 609. Nondivestiture of Liens.--Every such sal e shal
convey title to the property under and subject to the lien of
every recorded obligation, claim lien, estate, nortgage [or],

ground rent and Commonwealth tax lien not included in the upset

price with which said property nmay have or shall becone charged
or for which it nmay becone |iable.

Section 3% 33. The act is anmended by addi ng before section <—
610 a subarticle heading to read:

(b)Y Judicial Sale.

Section 32 34. Section 610 of the act, anended Decenber 21, <—
1973 (P.L.441, No.157), is anended to read:
Section 610. [Proceedi ngs Wien Upset Price Not Bid] Petition

for Judicial Sale.--1n cases where the upset price shall not be

bid at any such sale, [the property shall not be sold at that
time and] the sale shall be continued [fromnmonth to nonth, for

not nmore than three (3) nonths], but not beyond the end of the

cal endar year, w thout further advertising, and[, if the

property is not thereafter sold by the bureau pursuant to

section 613,] the bureau may, at any tine during or after the

conti nuance, and shall, imediately at the witten directi on of

a taxing district, file its petition in the court of comon
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pl eas of the county [setting forth] to sell the property under

sections 612 and 612.1. The bureau shall set forth on the

petition (1) the tax clai mupon which the property was exposed

for sale, (2) that neither the owner, his heirs or |egal
representatives or any lien creditor, his heirs, assigns or
| egal representatives or other person interested has [redeened

the property,] caused stay of sale, discharge of tax claimor

renoval fromsale, (3) that the property was exposed to public

sale and the date of such sale, (4) that before exposing the
property to public sale the bureau fixed an upset price, as
herein provided, and (5) that it was unable to obtain a bid
sufficient to pay said upset price. Upon the presentation of
such petition, acconpanied with searches, showing the state of
the record and the ownership of the property and all tax and
muni ci pal clains, liens, nortgages [and], ground rents, charges

and estates against the sanme, the court shall grant a rule upon

all parties thus shown to be interested to appear and show cause
why a decree should not be nmade that said property be sold,

freed and cleared of their respective tax and nunici pal clains,

| iens, nortgages, charges and estates, except separately taxed

ground rents. The rule shall be nade returnable in not nore than

ot herwi se determ ned by the court.

Section 33 35. Section 612 of the act, anmended July 10, 1969
(P.L.146, No.59), is anended to read:
Section 612. Hearing and Order for Judicial Sale.--

(a) If upon hearing, the court is satisfied that service of
the rul e has been made upon the parties nanmed in the rule, in
t he manner provided by this act, and that the facts stated in

the petition are true, it shall order and decree that said
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1 property be sold at a subsequent day to be fixed by the court,
2 freed and cleared of all tax and nunicipal clainms, nortgages,

3 |liens, charges and estates [of whatsoever kind], except

4 separately taxed ground rents, to the highest bidder, and that
5 the purchaser at such sale shall take and thereafter have an

6 absolute title to the property sold free and clear of all tax

7 and nunicipal clains, nortgages, |iens, charges and estates of
8 whatsoever kind, except ground rents, separately taxed. Qut of
9 the proceeds of such sale shall be paid the costs set forth in
10 the upset price at the prior sale, and the additional costs

11 incurred relative to this sale, including the fee for title

12 search[, not to exceed fifty dollars ($50) and the]. The court
13 order may specify that no sale shall be nade except to the

14 county unless a bid equal to such costs is offered. The

15 remai nder of said proceeds shall be distributed by the [county
16 treasurer as hereinbefore provided] office designated by the

17 county conmi ssioners under section 205. After the purchaser

18 shall have paid over the purchase price, the bureau shall make
19 and deliver a deed in the manner herei nbefore provided.
20 (b) When aforesaid petition for sale is presented within
21 three (3) nonths after the date of the [forner] schedul ed upset
22 sale, the court, [on] in its order, shall direct that no further
23 advertisenent is required. In cases where said petition is
24 presented after the three (3) nonth period has expired, the
25 court shall, in its order fixing a subsequent sale, direct that
26 the readvertisenment of such sale need not be published three (3)
27 consecutive weeks, nor include a list and description of the
28 lands to be sold, but need only be advertised by one (1)
29 insertion in one (1) or (2) newspapers as herei nbefore provided

30 for such advertisenments, at least thirty (30) days prior to the
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sale, and include the purpose, the tine, the place and the terns
of such sale with a reference to the prior advertisenent.

(c) In any such petition for sale, the bureau may, if it
deens the sane advant ageous, request the court to fix the place
of sale at the property to be sold, and if the court is
convinced the taxing districts interested will be benefited
thereby, it shall order the sale to be held on the property to
be sol d.

Section 34 36. Section 612.1 of the act, reenacted and
anended Septenber 27, 1973 (P.L.264, No.74), is anended to read:
Section 612.1. County Conm ssioners May Bid and Purchase
Property; Costs Paid by Taxing Districts.--Wenever any property
shall be put up for public sale upon order of court, as provided

in section [six hundred twelve] 612, the county commi ssioners
are hereby authorized to bid up to and including one dollar over
and above all costs, as prescribed in section [six hundred

twel ve] 612, for said property at such sale and if the property
is sold to themfor the county, the county shall take and have
an absolute title, free and clear of all tax and nunici pal
claims, nortgages, liens and charges and estates of what soever
ki nd, except ground rents, separately taxed in the sanme manner
and to the sanme extent as a private purchaser woul d have taken.
In such cases, the proportionate share of said costs shall be
paid to the county by the respective taxing districts in
proportion to the taxes due them on such property. An anobunt
equal to such costs due the county fromany taxing district may
be deducted from any tax noneys thereafter payable to such

di strict under the provisions of this act. Upon the sale
thereafter of such property by the county, the proceeds fromthe

sale shall be distributed to the taxing authorities in
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proportion to the taxes due them on such property at the tinme of
the |last tax sale.

Any property purchased at such sale by the county may
thereafter by the county comm ssioners be (1) |eased to any
taxing district to be used for public purposes; (2) used for any
suitabl e public purpose by the county; (3) sold in the sane
manner as any other real property owned in fee sinple by the
county; or (4) sold upon petition to the court of common pl eas,
whi ch shall fix a day not nore than thirty (30) days thereafter
for a hearing and sale. At least five (5) days notice of such
heari ng and sal e shall be given to all the taxing authorities
having an interest therein, and notice shall also be given by
publication at least two tines, with approxinmately ten (10) days
intervening, in at |east one (1) newspaper of general

circulation published in the county and the official |egal

journal of the county, setting forth the |ocation of the

property that was acquired at a public tax sale, giving the date
and place, the terns of the proposed sale, and that the property

will be sold clear and free of all tax and nuni ci pal cl ai ns,

nortgages, liens [and], charges [(] and estates, except

separately taxed ground rents[, if any)], and the | owest anount

whi ch the county is prepared to accept for the sale of the
property.

If, after such hearing, the court is satisfied that the
proposed sale is proper and to the advantage of the county and
the other taxing districts interested, it shall allow any person
to offer nore than the mnimum price fixed by the county, or
other price, as the court may find proper, and enter a decree
approvi ng such sale and directing a conveyance of such property

to the person or persons purchasing the same, upon the paynent
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of the purchase price and all costs of the proceeding. The title
conveyed shall be free and clear of all tax and runi ci pal
claims, nortgages, liens and charges and estates of whatever
ki nd, except ground rents separately taxed.

Section 35 37. The act is anmended by addi ng before section <—
613 a subarticle heading to read:

(c) Private Sal e.

Section 36 38. Section 613 of the act, anended Septenber 26, <—
1981 (P.L.274, No.92), is anended to read:

Section 613. Properties Not Sold Because of Insufficient Bid
May be Sold at Private Sale.--(a) At any tine after any
property has been exposed to public sale and such [sale is]

property was not sold because no bid was made equal to the upset

price, as hereinbefore provided, and whet her or not proceedi ngs
are initiated pursuant to sections 610 through 612.1, the bureau
may, on its own notion, and shall, on the witten instructions
of any taxing district having any tax clains or tax judgnents
agai nst said property, agree to sell the property at private
sale, at any price approved by the bureau. Notice of the
proposed sale, stating the price and the property proposed to be
sold, shall be given to each such taxing district and to the

owner of the property. Notice shall also be given by publication

at least two (2) tines, with approxinmately ten (10) days

i nterveni ng bet ween each publication, in at | east one (1)

newspaper of general circul ation published in the county where

the property is |located and in the official |egal journal of

that county. The notice by publication shall set forth the

| ocati on of the property, the date and place of sale, the price

and terns of sale, and the provision that the property will be

sold free and clear of all tax clains and tax judgnents. The
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corporate authorities of any taxing district[,] having any tax
clainms or tax judgnments against the property which is to be sold

[or], the owner, an interested party, or a person interested in

pur chasi ng the property may, if not satisfied that the sale
price approved by the bureau is sufficient, within forty-five
(45) days after notice of the proposed sale, petition the court
of conmon pleas of the county to di sapprove the sale. The court
shall, in such case, after notice to each such taxing district,

t he owner, the bureau [and], the purchaser and any other person

who has joined in the petition, hear all [interested] parties.

After such hearing, the court nmay either confirmor disapprove
the sale as to it appears just and proper. If the sale is
di sapproved, the court shall at the sane tine fix a price bel ow

whi ch such property shall not be sold and order that, if no

private sale can be arranged, the property be sold at public

judicial sale under this act. |If nore than one party agrees to

pay the mininrumprice set by the court, the court shall direct

the bureau to conduct an auction-style bid of the property anong

the parties to the proceedings. If only one party agrees to pay

the m ni mum price set by the court, the bureau shall sell the

property to that party wi thout the necessity of an aucti on.

(b) Wen an offer to purchase any such property has been
recei ved, and the price has been di sapproved by the bureau, the
bureau shall, on the witten instructions[,] of any interested
taxing district, submt by petition the proposed sale to the
court of common pleas of the county for approval. The court
shall, after affording the owner and each taxing district having
any tax clains or tax judgnments agai nst the property an
opportunity to be heard on such notice, as the court deens

appropriate, approve or disapprove the sale. If the court
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approves the sale, it shall be consunmated with |ike effect as
through it had been approved by the bureau and by all taxing
districts having said interest.

Section 3% 39. The act is anmended by addi ng before section <—
616 a subarticle heading to read:

(d) WMandatory Judicial Sal e.

Section 38 40. Section 616 of the act, anended July 10, 1969 <—
(P.L.146, No.59), is anended to read:
Section 616. [When Bureau Shall Petition Court for Public

Sale to Divest Al Liens] Mandatory Judicial Sale.--[The bureau

may, on its own notion, during or after the aforesaid
continuance of the prior sale, after receiving the consent of

all taxing districts having any tax clains or tax judgnents

agai nst said property, and shall, on the witten directions of
such taxing districts, file its petition in the court of common
pl eas for an order to sell the property at public sale, free and
di scharged fromall tax and runicipal clains, nortgages, |iens,
charges and estates of whatsoever kind in the manner

her ei nbefore provided.] If within the period of ten (10) nonths

after the date of [said prior] the schedul ed upset sale, the

[said petition has not been filed] bureau has not filed a

petition for a judicial sale under section 610 or the property

has not been sold at private sale, the bureau shall, within the

next imediately following two (2) nonths, [or within eighteen
(18) nonths of the effective date of this anmendatory act,
whi chever is later,] file [its] a petition [as aforesaid and

sell the property at the time and place prescribed in the order

of court if such order is made] for judicial sale of the

property in the manner set forth in section 610.

Section 39 41. The act is anmended by addi ng before section <—
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617 a subarticle heading to read:

(e) M scell aneous.

Section 40 42. Section 617 of the act is anmended to read:
Section 617. Errors as to Description; Nanmes, etc., My be
Amended on Petition.--Wen a property has been sold [at public

sale, as herein provided] under the provisions of this act, and

there are errors in the description or in the spelling of any
person's nane, or other obvious errors in the claim or in the
return to court, or in any petition relative to the proceedi ngs,
or in the bureau's tax deed, such error nmay be anmended by a
petition to court for arule on all parties interested to show
cause why the records should not be anmended and such errors
corrected. After hearing on the rule, the court may nmake such
order relative thereto as to it seens just and proper.

Section 4% 43. The act is anmended by adding a section and a
subarticle to read:

Secti on 618. Repur chase by Omer.--The owner shall have no

ri ght to purchase his own property at either a judicial sale or

a private sale conducted under the provisions of this act.

(f) Repository for Unsold Property.

Secti on 625. Purpose.--1t is the intent of this subarticle

to establish a procedure to minim ze the nunber of properties

whi ch the county, through the tax cl ai mbureau, hol ds because of

deli nguent tax clains, recognizing that sone properti es have

little or no val ue except perhaps to a nei ghbori ng property

owner and that hol ding such properties constitutes a cost to the

county and bur eau.

Secti on 626. Unsol d Property Repository.--1f, after

conducti ng and exposing a property to a judicial sale under the

provi sions of this act, whether prior to, at the tinme of or
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after the effective date of this anendatory act, any property

remai ns unsold, it shall be placed in a category to be terned

"repository for unsold properties." Alist of properties in this

cateqgory shall be mai ntai ned by the bureau and shall be

avai |l abl e during nornal office hours to any nenber of the

general public. Fromtine to tine, the bureau may publish a |i st

of these properties in a locally circul ati ng newspaper.

Section 627. Sale of Property in Repository.--The bureau nay

accept an offer of any price for property placed in the

"repository for unsold properties" w thout court approval and

publ i shed notice of sale. The property shall be conveyed to the

pur chaser upon paynment of the agreed price, free and cl ear of

all tax and nunici pal clains, nortgages, |liens, and charges and

estates of whatsoever kind, except ground rents separately

taxed. It shall be the responsibility of the bureau to have the

deed recorded at the expense of the purchaser.

Section 628. Assessnent Restrictions on Property Sold From

Repository. --Notw t hst andi ng any ot her provisions of the various

assessnent |laws of this Commpbnwealth, the price for which

property is sold under this subarticle of the act only, shall be

deened to be the fair narket value of the property for tax

assessnent purposes. The assessnment and the consi derati on upon

which it was nade shall not be changed unl ess any of the

foll ow ng occurs:

(1) It is changed as part of a general county reassessnent.

(2) It is sold as an individual parcel or as part of a

conbi ned par cel

(3) It is inproved as provided for in the several assessnent

| aws of this Conmopnweal t h.

Secti on 629. Notification of Sale.--The bureau shall notify
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all affected taxing districts, the county assessnment office and

any affected tax collector of the sale and of the restricti on on

t he assessnent.

Secti on 630. Distribution of All Mbneys Recei ved. - - Mbneys

recei ved under this subarticle shall be distributed as provi ded

for in section 205.

Section 42 44. Section 701 of the act, anended May 20, 1949 <—
(P.L.1579, No.477) and May 20, 1949 (P.L.1602, No.484), is
amended to read:

Section 701. Property Heretofore Purchased by Taxing
Districts to be Turned Over to Bureau.--Were the county
conmi ssioners, any taxing district or trustee for any taxing
districts have, [prior to the effective date of this act or]
prior to the time when this act becane effective in any taxing
district, acquired any property at a tax sale or a sale on a
judgnment for a tax claim unless such property or interest shal
have been resold or used for a public purpose, for which the
property m ght otherw se have been acquired, such comm ssioners,
taxing district or trustees shall[, prior to the first day of
January, one thousand nine hundred forty-nine, or within one
year after this act becones effective as to a taxing district,
or in cases where the redenption period has not expired, at such
time immediately on the expiration thereof, delivered] deliver
possessi on of such property to the bureau together with all the
pertinent information, as to when and how it was acquired, the
taxes for which it was offered for sale at the tinme, the party
whi ch purchased it, the known nortgages, liens or estates, if
any, not discharged by such sale, [known to the taxing district

to be a charge on the property,] and the taxes which woul d have

been | evi ed agai nst such property had it not been purchased by

19850H0943B2955 - 60 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

the taxing district[, if known to the taxing district, and in
such cases as those in which one or nore persons in the famly
of the previous owner now occupy the prem ses and receive

assi stance from any public agency, such information as will aid
the bureau in determ ning whether or not to | ease the property
to the fornmer owner or other menber of his famly dwelling
therein, as hereinafter provided]. Thereafter all rights and
title to the property, held by such taxing district or trustee,
shall vest in the county, as trustee, for all taxing
districts[,] having the power to |l evy taxes agai nst such
property, if it were privately owned, and the bureau shal
beconme the agent of all taxing districts having an interest in
t he managenent and control of such property with the follow ng
powers and duties with respect thereto.

Section 43 45. Section 703 of the act, anmended July 10, 1969
(P.L.146, No.59), is anended to read:

Section 703. Such Properties to be Sold Under Provisions of
Article VI.--(a) Al properties so turned over to the bureau
whi ch have not been sold at private sale, as hereinbefore
provided, [with the exception of such properties |eased to a
previ ous owner or other menber of his famly dwelling therein
and receiving, or within the preceding sixty (60) days having
recei ved, assistance fromany public agency,] nmay be sold at
public sale by the bureau upon witten request of any taxing
authorities having any tax clains or tax judgnents agai nst the
property. Such sale shall be nade at the time specified in the
request [or within eighteen (18) nonths of the effective date of
this anendi ng act, whichever is later,] and in the same nmanner
as if the property was being sold at a first sale on a tax

claim as provided in Articles Il and VI, except that it shal
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be a sinple public sale with no upset price, and shall divest
only the lien of tax clains and tax judgnments. The purchaser of
any such property shall be given a deed, executed and

acknowl edged as herei nbefore provided, which shall convey title
free, clear and discharged of all tax clainms and tax judgnments,
whet her or not returned, filed or entered as provided by this or
any other act. The notices to be given of such sale, as required

in Article VI for an upset sale, as provided for in sections 605

t hrough 612. 1, shall state that there is no upset price and that

the sale shall divest only the lien of taxes and tax judgnents.

(b) In lieu of the public sale provided for in the preceding
subsection, or if such sale is held but the property is not sold
due to the absence of any bid, the bureau, upon witten request
of any such interested taxing authorities, may sell such
property upon petition to court for an order to sell clear and
free of all clainms, liens, nortgages and estates in the sane
manner wWith |ike proceedings and with |ike effect as if said
properties had been first exposed to public sale as provided in
Article VI but not sold because of insufficient bid. The sal e of
properties turned over to the bureau under the provisions of
this article shall, except as herein otherw se provided, be
subject to all the provisions of Article VI in so far as they
may be applicable, and when sold at public sale by order of
court, as above provided, such properties shall be sold free and
di scharged fromall tax and runicipal clains, nortgages, |iens,
charges and est at es what soever.

Section 44 46. The act is anmended by adding sections to <—
read:

Section 704. Validation of Title.--Each property to which

the county does not have title under the provisions of this
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article shall be subject to Article VI unless title to these

properti es whi ch have been acquired under Article VII shall have

been ratified, confirned and validated in the manner provi ded by

|l aw for the validation of titles by the court of common pl eas of

the county in which each property is | ocated, upon proof of

title to the property. Any titles ratified, confirned and

val i dated pursuant to this section shall not be chall enged or

i nval i dated thereafter by reason of any defect whatsoever in the

acqui sition or retention thereof, notw thstandi ng any | aw or act

of assenbly to the contrary.

Secti on 705. Exonerati on from Damages.--No liability for

danmages shall be assessed agai nst, nor shall a cause of action,

in tort or contract, exist against a taxing district or agai nst

an officer, enploye or agent of a taxing district who, prior to

the effective date of this amendatory act, has not perforned or

exerci sed, as trustee or otherw se, any duty, responsibility or

power required or inposed by | aw.

Secti on 706. Duty of County and Bureau; Enforcenent

Provi sion.--Wth respect to properties to which the county has

title under this article, it shall be the duty of the county and

of the bureau to performevery fiduciary duty i nposed on them by

law, including, but not limted to, making a pro rata

distribution of rents, profits and i ssues of the properties to

the appropriate taxing districts according to the i nterest of

the taxing districts in the properties and the entitl enent of

the taxing districts to the rents, profits and i ssues, and al so

including, but not linmted to, selling properties subject to

this article, if the sale is a good faith exercise of the

fiduciary duty i nposed. A taxing district may enforce the

provi sions of this section by an action at law or in equity, or
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as otherw se provided by | aw.

SECTION 47. THE PORTION OF THE LAST SENTENCE OF SECTI ON
308(A) WH CH REFERS TO SECTI ONS 502 AND 503, AND SECTI ONS 502

1
2
3
4 AND 503, AMENDED BY THI S AMENDATORY ACT, SHALL EXPI RE JANUARY 1,
5 1988.

6

Section 45 48. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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