PRINTER S NO. 883

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /83 &

| NTRODUCED BY SAURVAN, HALUSKA, MACKOWBKI, GREENWOOD, REBER
KUKOVI CH, CI VERA, Tl GUE, BELARDI, BOYES, J. L. VRl GHT,
MORRI S, HERSHEY, E. Z. TAYLOR, DAWDA, M LLER HAGARTY,
JOHNSON, ARTY, OLASZ, COLAFELLA, BUNT, MVERRY, WJXYN AK,
STABACK, BOCK, MERRY, NAHI LL, BELFANTI, RYBAK, TRELLQ
LI NTON, SEMVEL, MAI ALE, HOALETT, FISCHER, PRESTON, DEAL
PETRONE, J. J. TAYLOR, FOX AND PRATT, APRIL 9, 1985

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, APRIL 9, 1985
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of February Il, 1976 (P.L.14, No.10), entitled

"An act authorizing devel opnent of rural and intercity comon

carrier surface transportation,”™ authorizing free or reduced

fare transportation for permanently di sabl ed persons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "average fare" and "county
transportation system in section 3 of the act of February II,
1976 (P.L.14, No.10), known as the Pennsylvania Rural and
Intercity Cormon Carrier Surface Transportation Assistance Act,
added Cctober 17, 1980 (P.L.1083, No.183), are anended and the
section is anended by adding a definition to read:

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

"Average fare" nmeans total passenger revenue divided by the

total |inked passenger trips excluding trips by senior citizens

participating in the free transit programfor senior citizens
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and pernmanent!|ly di sabl ed persons.

* * %

"County transportation system shall nmean and incl ude buses,
vans or other transit vehicles purchased, maintained and
operated by any county and used to provide free or reduced rate
transportation within the county to persons 65 years of age or

ol der and permanently di sabl ed persons.

* * %

"Per manent | y di sabl ed person” shall nean a person 18 years of

age or older who is unable to engage i n any substanti al gai nf ul

activity by reason of any nedically detern nabl e physi cal or

mental inpairnent which can be expected to conti nue

i ndefinitely.

* * %

Section 2. Section 4(3.1) of the act, added Cctober 17, 1980
(P.L.1083, No.183), is anended to read:

Section 4. Program Aut hori zations.--The departnent is hereby
aut horized, within the limtations hereinafter provided:

* %k

(3.1) To make grants fromthe State Lottery Fund to
transportati on conpanies, county transportation systens and
| ocal transportation organizations to pay estimated transit
| osses resulting from providi ng:

(i) Free service or local conmon carrier nass transportation

systens to persons 65 years or older or pernanently disabl ed

transportation services during nonpeak riding hours and on
hol i days and weekends. The | osses resulting from granting
service on mass transportation systens shall be rei nbursabl e at

75% of such system s average fare nultiplied by the nunber of
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trips made by senior citizens or pernmanently di sabl ed persons

participating in such free transit program Transit systens that
currently receive a program rei nbursenent based upon a
per cent age of average fare greater than 75% shall receive their

current anmpunt of senior citizen or pernanentl|ly di sabl ed person

program rei nbursenment until such tinme as the anount of
rei nbursenent for these systens equals 75% of the average fare

times the nunber of senior citizens or permanently di sabl ed

persons trips: Provided, however, That reinbursenment for the
fiscal year 1980-1981 shall be cal cul ated using the average
fares as of January 1, 1980.

(ii) Free or reduced fare on shared ride county
transportation systens for persons 65 years or ol der or

per manent|y di sabl ed persons:

(A) In case of free service on such county systens, the
county shall be reinbursed at 75% of the cost incurred or to be
incurred in operating and mai ntaining such system wth the
remai nder of any such cost being paid by the county.

(B) In case of reduced fare services on such county systens,
the county shall be reinbursed at the same rate and under the
same conditions as provided in subparagraph (iii).

(i1i1) Reduced fare services on |ocal conmon carrier nass
transportation systens to persons 65 years of age or ol der or

per manent | y di sabl ed persons when such passage is on shared ride

public or contract transportation services during regular hours
of operation. On shared public transportation, |osses are

rei nbursable only if the elderly or permanently di sabl ed person

pays 25¢ or 25% of the cost of the individual fare, whichever is
greater.

(iv) In no case shall the reinbursenents for each succeedi ng
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1 vyear exceed the prior year's reinbursenments increased by a

2 percentage equal to the percentage increase in granting costs

3 for all local transportation organizations, county

4 transportation systens and transportati on conpani es for the nost
5 recently conpleted State fiscal year as conpared to the fisca

6 year imedi ately precedi ng such year.

7 (v) The departnent shall pronul gate such rul es and

8 regulations as are necessary to carry out the purposes of this
9 subparagraph. In accordance with section 2203-A(27) of the act
10 of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Admi nistrative
11 Code of 1929," no such regul ation shall take effect until they
12 are submtted to the Departnent of Aging for comrent.
13 * x *
14 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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