PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 773 PRINTER S NO. 1427

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 684  *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY OLASZ, MANDERI NO, CLARK, DeWEESE, PETRARCA
SALCOM LI VENGOCD, VAN HORNE, SEVENTY, DelLUCA, GRUl TZA,
DUFFY, KASUNIC, F. E. TAYLOR, CAWEY, TIGUE, BLAUM
CAPPABI ANCA, COHEN, HUTCHI NSON, M CALL, STABACK, LAUGHLI N
LESCOVI TZ, COLAFELLA, KUKOVI CH, PI STELLA, BELFANTI AND LUCYK
MARCH 20, 1985

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON M NES AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MNAY 14, 1985

© o0 ~N oo o B~ W N

e S S O S
o &~ W N - O

AN ACT

Provi di ng for abandoned m ne subsi dence energency assi stance;
and maki ng a repeal.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Abandoned
M ne Subsi dence Assi stance Act.

Section 2. Purpose of act.

By this act, the General Assenbly of the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a recogni zes that the existence of abandoned m ne
cavities beneath | arge and popul ated areas of this Commonweal th
poses a continued threat to the health and wel fare of the
residents of those areas and further recognizes that subsidence
over such abandoned m nes damages property, jeopardizes public

safety and causes econonm c hardship to property owners.
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Accordingly, it is the purpose of this act to authorize
financial assistance, in the formof grants and |oans, to
homeowner s whose dwel | i ngs have been damaged by subsi dence over
abandoned m ne cavities.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Resources of
t he Conmonweal t h.

"Dnelling."” A structure whose primary use is residential.

"M ne subsi dence damage."” Danage to a dwelling caused by the
vertical or |ateral novenent of the earth as the result of the
col | apse of an abandoned nine cavity.

"M ne subsi dence energency.” A condition in which a dwelling
sustai ns m ne subsi dence damage sufficient to render the
structure unsafe for human occupancy.

Section 4. M ne Subsidence Assistance Program

(a) Financial assistance.--Wenever a honmeowner believes
that his dwelling has sustai ned m ne subsidence danmage, the
homeowner may apply to the departnent for m ne subsidence
assi stance. The application shall be on a form prepared by the
departnment and shall provide for inspection of the dwelling to
determ ne the nature and extent of the damage. Upon a
determi nation by the departnent that a dwelling has sustained
m ne subsi dence danage, the departnment shall grant assistance,
as foll ows:

(1) Gants may be awarded only to those honmeowners whose
dwel I'i ngs are unsafe for occupancy as a result of a mne

subsi dence energency as defined herein and may be awar ded:- <—
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1 0 I lor al_fund L able f :
2 subsi-dence relief—

3 e T L de : beid .

4 +H+)>—Fe TO nove persons whose dwel I ings are <—
5 destroyed or endangered until the honmes are repaired,

6 until there is no further danger of subsidence or until a

7 new per manent residence is found.

8 (2) Loans may be approved at interest rates not to

9 exceed 3% for the repair or replacement of dwellings damaged

10 by m ne subsi dence. The | oans may be awarded wi thout regard

11 to whether such dwellings are rendered unsafe for occupancy

12 as a result of a mne subsidence energency as defined. Fhe <—
13 Loan—may be-tn-an-amunt—up-to-either 75%of the assessed

14 I Y WEE . I beid :

15 half of the fai I I Y WEE .

16 the—subsi-dence—event—whichever—is—greater— THE LOAN SHALL BE <—
17 I N AN AMOUNT SUFFI Cl ENT TO COVER THE COST OF REPAI RI NG THE

18 STRUCTURAL DANMAGE TO THE DWELLI NG, BUT I N NO EVENT SHALL BE

19 CREATER THAN THE REPLACEMENT COST OF THE DWVELLI NG AS

20 DETERM NED BY AN APPRAI SER, AS PROVI DED FOR | N REGULATI ONS

21 PROMULGATED PURSUANT HERETO.

22 (b) Prohibition.--The provisions of this section are not

23 applicable:

24 (1) To honmeowners if they are hol ders of m ne subsidence

25 i nsurance policies pursuant to the act of August 23, 1961

26 (P.L.1068, No.484), entitled as reenacted and anmended, "An

27 act to provide for the creation and adm ni stration of a Coal

28 and C ay M ne Subsidence Insurance Fund within the Departnment

29 of Environnental Resources for the insurance of conpensation

30 for damages to subscribers thereto; declaring fal se oaths by
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t he subscribers to be m sdeneanors; providing penalties for
the violation thereof; and meking an appropriation.”
o f i beid I | it hi I -
it hi : | i Y AR : hicl .

s bei i ed f | hi .
(2) |IF MNE SUBSI DENCE HAS BEEN DETECTED WTHI N A 1/2 <—

M LE RADI US OF THE DVELLI NG FOR VWHI CH ASSI STANCE | S BElI NG

APPLI ED UNDER THI' S ACT, AND | F SUCH SUBSI DENCE HAS BEEN

DETECTED W THI N THE PRECEDI NG YEAR BUT PRI OR TO 30 DAYS

BEFORE ASS|I STANCE | S APPLI ED FOR UNDER THI S ACT.

(© I NSURANCE REQUI RED. - - PERSONS RECEI VI NG ASSI STANCE UNDER
TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE REQUI RED TO PURCHASE M NE SUBSI DENCE
I NSURANCE AT SUCH TI ME AS THE STRUCTURAL DAMAGE FOR VWHI CH
ASSI STANCE WAS GRANTED HAS BEEN REPAIRED IF I T IS DEEMED BY THE
DEPARTMENT THAT SAI D DVWELLING IS I N DANGER OF FURTHER DAMAGE
FROM M NE SUBSI DENCE.

Section 5. Rul emaking.

The Environnmental Quality Board nay pronul gate regul ations
which it deens necessary to carry out the provisions and
pur poses of this act.

Section 6. Public notice.

For five consecutive years fromthe effective date of this
act, the departnment shall undertake appropriate nmeasures to
notify the public of the availability of and need for mne
subsi dence insurance as provided for by the act of August 23,
1961 (P.L.1068, No.484), entitled, as reenacted and anended, "An
act to provide for the creation and adm ni stration of a Coal and
C ay M ne Subsidence Insurance Fund within the Departnent of
Envi ronnment al Resources for the insurance of conpensation for

damages to subscribers thereto; declaring false oaths by the
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subscri bers to be m sdeneanors; providing penalties for the

vi ol ation thereof; and meking an appropriation.” The depart nent
is hereby appropriated the sum of $250, 000 FOR A PERI OD
BEG NNI NG FI VE YEARS FROM THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ACT for the
pur pose of conducting the public notice required by this
secti on.
Section 7. Expiration of program

The provisions of this act shall expire within five years of
the effective date of this act.
Section 8. Repeals.

The act of Novenber 8, 1971 (P.L.532, No.136), entitled "An
act providing assistance to persons suffering damage from m ne
subsi dence, " is repeal ed.

Section 9. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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