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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), entitled
"An act concerning gane and other wild birds and wild
ani mal s; and anendi ng, revising, consol i dating, and changi ng
t he IaM/reIatlng thereto," reclassifying the raccoon as a

fur-bearing animal; increasing certain |icense fees; AND <—
establ i shing addi tional |icenses for certain huntlng and
trappi ng activiti es—andrequirhg—anndal—apprepriatioens. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "gane aninmals" and "fur-
bearing animal s" in section 101 of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1225, No.316), known as The Game Law, anmended March 22,
1974 (P.L.201, No.41l), are anended to read:

Section 101. Definitions.--* * *

The term "gane ani mal s" shall include: (a) the wapiti or elk,
(b) the deer, (c) the bear, (d) the wild rabbit and hare, (e)
the red, gray, black and fox squirrel, [(f) the raccoon,] (Q)
t he woodchuck, commonly known as groundhog, and (h) the bobcat

or wildcat.



1 * %

2 Except as nodified by the [resolutions] requlations of the

3 conmission, the term"fur-bearing animals" shall include: (a)

4 the mnk, (b) the nuskrat, (c) the opossum (d) the otter, (e)

5 the skunk, conmmonly called polecat, [and] (f) the beaver, and

6 (q) the raccoon.

7 * %

8 Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

9 Section 301.2. Furtaker's Certificate of Training.--(a) No
10 resident or nonresident furtaker's license shall be issued to
11 any applicant unless the applicant presents to the agent
12 authorized to issue such license either (i) evidence that the
13 applicant has held a trapping or furtaker's license issued by
14 another state or nation, or (ii) a certificate of training
15 issued under this section, or (iii) a certification signed by
16 the applicant on the furtaker's |license application that the
17 applicant conpleted a voluntary trapping course sponsored by the
18 commission or that the applicant has previously trapped within
19 the last five years.

20 (b) The conm ssion shall provide for a course of

21 instruction, approved by the director, in the safe utilization
22 of firearns and traps or other devices used for taking

23 furbearers. The conmi ssion nmay cooperate with any reputable

24 association or_organization in presentation of this course.

25 (c) The conm ssion may designate any person found by it to
26 be conpetent to give instruction in the handling of firearns,
27 traps or other devices to act as an instructor. A person so

28 appointed shall give such course of instruction, and upon the
29 successful conpletion thereof shall issue to the person

30 instructed a certificate of training in the handli ng of
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firearns, traps or other devices. No charge shall be nmade for

such course of instruction, except for materials or anmuniti on

(d) The conm ssion shall furnish informati on on the

requi renents of the furtaker's educati on program as provi ded

herein, said information to be distributed free of charge to

applicants for furtaker |licenses by the persons appoi nted and

aut hori zed to i ssue such |icenses.

(e) The provisions of this section shall also apply to any

person under twel ve years of age who takes furbearers.

Secti on 301. 3. Li cense Requirenents and Validity.--(a)

Except in defense of person or property or pursuant to

exenpti ons authorized in this act, every person, prior to

engaging in any of the privileges granted by this act and the

requl ati ons adopted thereunder, shall first obtain the

applicable |license subject to any conditi ons or other

requi renents i nposed by this act or requl ati on adopt ed

t her eunder .

(b)Y Only one full termor distinct hunting or furtaking

li cense shall be valid during any full termlicense year. The

i ssuance of any replacenent |icense or the purchase of a second

or subsequent |icense of any class shall i mediately and

automatically invalidate any such class of |icense or speci al

| i cense connected therewi th whi ch had been previously issued.

Section 3. Section 302 of the act, anmended July 20, 1983
(P.L.55, No.28), is anmended to read:

Section 302. Resident Hunting License Fees.--(a) Each such
resident as defined in sections 101 and 301, upon application
made, in witing, to an agent authorized to issue such |icenses

wi thin the Comonweal th, and upon presentation of proof by the
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applicant that he or she is a resident of this Conmmopnweal th as
previously defined in this act by producing a current

Pennsyl vani a notor vehicle registration card, or tax receipts
evi denci ng paynent of State incone tax, earned incone tax or

ot her local taxes pursuant to the act of Decenber 31, 1965
(P.L.1257, No.511), known as "The Local Tax Enabling Act," or
sonme ot her positive nmeans of verifying residency, and the
establishment of his or her identity to the satisfaction of the
authority issuing the license, unless any such person has been

disqualified for a license under this act in the nmanner

herei nafter specified, and the paynent to said agent or the
conmi ssion of [eight dollars and fifty cents ($8.50)] twelve

dollars and fifty cents ($12.50), except as hereinafter provided

for certain mnors and ol der persons, shall be entitled to a
resident hunter's license [and a tag with the nunber of the

Iicense thereon,] which shall entitle the holder to hunt [or

trap for] all wild birds and wild animls, other than fur-

bearing aninmals, which may legally be hunted [or trapped] in

t hi s Commonweal t h.

(b) Residents with the above qualifications, who are between
the ages of twelve and sixteen inclusive [or who are sixty-five
years of age or nore] at the tinme of application, shall be
entitled to a resident hunter's license [and tag] upon paynent
to said agent or the comm ssion of[, in the case of persons
sixty-five years of age or nore,] five dollars and fifty cents
($5.50) [and, in the case of persons between the ages of twelve
and sixteen, five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50)]. The
application for the issuance of a |license in such cases shall,
in addition to the other information required, give the date of

birth of the applicant.
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(c) (1) Residents with the qualifications set forth in

subsection (a) who are sixty-five years of age or nore at the

tinme of application shall be entitled to, at the opti on of the

applicant, either (i) an annual resident hunter's |icense and

tag upon paynent to said agent or the conm ssion of ten doll ars

and fifty cents ($10.50) or (ii) alifetine resident hunter's

li cense and appropriate tags upon the paynent to said agent or

t he conm ssion of fifty dollars and fifty cents ($50.50). The

application for the i ssuance of either license shall, in

addition to the other information required, give the date of

birth of the applicant.

(2) The conm ssion shall devel op, inplenent and adm ni ster a

programto provide tags, report cards and applications to those

residents who hold a lifetine |license i ssued pursuant to

(1)(ii). The program shall require the applicant or |icense

hol der to pay any approved fee assessed by the i ssui ng agent.

(d) Any resident disabled veteran of any war whose
di sability consists of the |oss of one or nore |inbs or the | oss
of the use of one or nore linbs, or who presents a physician's
certificate of total or one hundred per cent disability, and who
neets the above qualifications shall be issued such |icense upon
application to any county treasurer wthout the paynent of the
above license fee provided for the use of the Comobnweal th. The
application for the issuance of a |license in such case shall in
addition to the other information required, contain a statenent
that the applicant is a war veteran and that his disability was
service incurred. The county treasurer may |ikew se require of
such applicant the production of such applicant’'s discharge
papers.

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or attenpt
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to sell any resident hunting license for a nonetary fee in
excess of the fees fixed pursuant to the provisions of this
section. The sale or attenpted sale of each |license shal
constitute a separate of fense.

Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 302. 1. Resi dent Furtaker License Fee.--(a) Each

such resident as defined in sections 101 and 301, upon

application made, in witing, to an agent authorized to i ssue

such licenses within this Commonweal th, and upon presentati on of

proof by the applicant that the applicant is a resident of this

Commpnweal th as previously defined in this act by producing a

current Pennsyl vania notor vehicle reqgistration card, or tax

recei pts evidenci ng paynent of State i ncone tax, earned i ncone

tax or other |ocal taxes pursuant to the act of Decenber 31,

1965 (P.L.1257, No.511), known as "The Local Tax Enabling Act,"

or sone other positive neans of verifying residency, and the

establi shnent of the identity of the applicant to the

sati sfaction of the authority issuing the |license, unl ess any

such person has been disqualified for a |license under this act

in the nmanner herei nafter specified, and the paynent to said

agent or the comm ssion of twelve dollars and fifty cents

($12.50), except as hereinafter provided for certain m nors and

ol der persons, shall be entitled to a resident furtaker's

li cense which shall entitle the holder to hunt or trap for al

fur-bearing animals which may |l eqgally be hunted or trapped in

this Conmonweal t h.

(b) Residents with the above qualifications, who are between

the ages of twelve and sixteen inclusive at the tine of

application, shall be entitled to a resident furtaker's |icense

upon paynent to said agent or the conm ssion of five dollars and
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fifty cents ($5.50). The application for the i ssuance of a

license in such cases shall, in addition to the other

i nformati on required, give the date of birth of the applicant.

(c) Residents with the qualifications set forth in

subsection (a) who are sixty-five years of age or nore at the

tinme of application shall be entitled to an annual resi dent

furtaker's |license upon paynent to said agent or the conm SSion

of ten dollars and fifty cents ($10.50). The application for the

i ssuance of either license shall, in addition to the other

i nformati on required, give the date of birth of the applicant.

(d) Any resident disabled veteran of any war whose

disability consists of the | oss of one or nore linbs or the | oss

of the use of one or nore |linbs, or who presents a physician's

certificate of total or one hundred per cent disability, and who

nmeets the above qualifications, shall be i ssued such |icense

upon application to any county treasurer w thout the paynent of

t he above |license fee provided for the use of the Conmbnweal t h.

The application for the i ssuance of a |license in such case

shall, in addition to the other information required, contain a

statenent that the applicant is a war veteran and that his

disability was service incurred. The county treasurer nay

li kewi se require of such applicant the producti on of such

applicant's di scharge papers.

(e) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the hol der of a

resident furtaker's license fromusing a sidearmor a rifle not

|larger than a .22 rinfire caliber to kill legally trapped wild

(f) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or attenpt

to sell any resident furtaker's license for a nonetary fee in

excess of the fees fixed pursuant to the provisions of this
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section. The sale or attenpted sale of each |license shal

constitute a separate offense.

Section 5. Section 303 of the act, anmended July 20, 1983
(P.L.55, No.28), is anmended to read:

Section 303. Nonresident Hunting License Fees.--(a) Every
adult nonresident of this Commonweal th, upon application nmade,
in witing, to any agent authorized to issue such |licenses, or

to the commi ssion, unless any such person has been disqualified

for a license under this act in the manner hereinafter

specified, or is a resident of a state which does not issue |ike
licenses to residents of this Comonweal th, and upon paynent to
said agent or comm ssion of [sixty dollars and fifty cents

($60.50)] eighty dollars and fifty cents ($80.50) shall be

entitled to the Iicense herein designated as a Nonresi dent
Hunter's License [and a tag with the nunber of the |icense
t hereon,] which shall entitle the holder to hunt for all wld

birds and wild animals, other than fur-bearing ani mals, which

may |l egally be hunted in this Commonweal th, until the close of
the license year. [Qher licenses valid for use by nonresidents
shall be as foll ows:

Nonresi dent trapper's |icense which shall be issued only upon
application to the Comm ssion in Harrisburg and which shall be
effective for the same period as hunters' |icenses shall entitle
the hol der to take through the use of traps or deadfalls only
wild birds and wild animals which may legally be trapped in this
Commonweal t h, except beavers, three hundred fifty dollars
($350). Nothing in this clause shall be construed to prohibit
the hol der of a nonresident trapper's license fromusing a
sidearmor a rifle not larger than a .22 rinfire caliber to kil

| egal | y caught birds and ani mal s. ]
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(b) Nonresidents with the qualifications in subsection (a),

who are between the ages of twelve and si xteen inclusive, shal

be entitled to a Nonresident Hunting Li cense upon paynment to

sai d agent or the conmmi ssion of forty dollars and fifty cents

($40.50). The application shall, in addition to other

i nformation, give the date of birth of the applicant.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or attenpt
to sell any nonresident hunting |icense for a nonetary fee in
excess of the fees fixed pursuant to the provisions of this
section. The sale or attenpted sale of each |license shal
constitute a separate of fense.

Section 6. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 303. 2. Nonr esi dent Smal|l Gane License. --Nonresi dents

of this Commonwealth twel ve years of age or ol der, upon

application in witing to an authori zed agent, in such form as

t he conm ssion nmay prescri be, and upon paynent to the i ssuing

agent of fifteen dollars and fifty cents ($15.50) for the use of

the i ssuing agent, shall be entitled to a |license known as a

"Fi ve- Day Nonresident Snmall Gane Hunting License,"” which shal

be valid for a period of five (5) consecutive days. The hol der

of the license shall be entitled to hunt for, take or kill any

crows or snmall gane except wild turkeys. The |icense issued

under this section shall not be valid on any special controlled

wat er fowl nmanagenent ar ea.

Secti on 303. 3. Nonr esi dent Furtaker License Fee.--(a) Every

nonresi dent of this Conmmpbnweal th, upon application made, in

witing, to any agent authorized to i ssue such |licenses, or to

t he conm ssion, unless any such person has been disqualified for

a license under this act in the manner herei nafter specified, or

is a resident of a state which does not issue like |licenses to
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residents of this Commonweal th, and upon paynent to said agent

or conmi ssion of eighty dollars and fifty cents ($80.50) shal

be entitled to the |license herein desi gnated as a Nonresi dent

Furtaker's License which shall entitle the holder to hunt for or

trap any fur-bearing animals which nmay legally be taken in this

Commpnweal th, until the close of the |icense year.

(b) Nonresidents with the qualifications in subsection (a),

who are between the ages of twelve and si xteen inclusive, shal

be entitled to a Nonresident Furtaker's License upon paynent to

such agent or the conmm ssion of forty dollars and fifty cents

($40.50). The application, in addition to other infornmation,

shall give the date of birth of the applicant.

(c) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the hol der of a

nonresident furtaker's license fromusing a sidearmor arifle

not larger than a .22 rinfire caliber to kill legally trapped

wi |l d ani nal s.

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or attenpt

to sell any nonresident furtaker's |license for a nonetary fee in

excess of the fees fixed pursuant to the provisions of this

section. The sale or attenpted sale of each |license shal

constitute a separate offense.

Section 7. Section 311 of the act, anended Decenber 10, 1970
(P.L.896, No.282) and July 20, 1983 (P.L.55, No.28), is amended
to read:

Section 311. Agents to Collect and Renmit License Fees;
Reports; Conpensation.--(a) The agents designated by the
conmi ssion for the collection of said |license fees, for their
services rendered in collecting and payi ng over the sane, shall,
as long as they continue to be agents of the conm ssion, be

allowed to retain not to exceed the sumof fifty cents fromthe
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anount paid for each resident [hunter's] license, and not to
exceed fifty cents fromthe anount paid for each nonresident
[hunter's] |icense, which anount shall be for the use of the
county if the issuing agent is the county treasurer, or for

ot her issuing agents shall be full conpensation for services
rendered by them under the provisions of this act, such
conpensation to be disposed of by the respective issuing agents
as may now or hereafter be provided by |law. Each issuing agent
other than a county treasurer shall remt all bal ances arising
fromthis source within five days after the end of each nonth to
the State Treasurer, through the comm ssion upon a formto be
supplied by the comm ssion. Al such noneys shall be placed in
the Gane Fund by the State Treasurer.

(b) Every agent designated to issue [hunters'] |icenses,
unl ess al ready under bond to cover the handling of public funds,
shall give bond to the Commonweal th in such sum as shall be
fi xed by the comm ssion, but not |less than three thousand
dol lars ($3,000.00) for each place where |icenses are issued
bef ore the annual supply of licenses is delivered to him I|f an
agent has nore than one place where |icenses are issued he may
supply a bl anket bond covering all places.

(c) Any issuing agent who shall fail to conply with any of
the provisions of this act relating to [hunters'] |icenses shal
not be entitled to retain the sum hereinbefore fixed for his
services, but such suns shall be paid to the State Treasurer
and if not so paid, may be recovered by the Commonweal th by suit
in the sane manner as |ike anmounts are now by | aw recoverabl e.

Section 8. Section 312 of the act, anmended July 20, 1983
(P.L.55, No.28), is anmended to read:

Section 312. Replacenent of Lost [Hunting] Licenses.--(a)

19850H0585B1814 - 11 -
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Any hol der of a [regular resident, nonresident or antlerless
deer hunter's] license who shall accidentally | ose the sane,
upon application to the comm ssion or to [any] an issuing agent,
[who after contacting the agent who issued the |lost |icense or
who, being otherw se satisfied of the validity of the claimfor
repl acenent, acconpanied by a sworn statenment setting forth the
pertinent facts relative thereto and surrender the renaining
portion, if any, of the original |icense, and upon paynent of
the fees set forth herein,] shall be entitled to a repl acenent
license of the same kind [and value] as the original [when

| ost].

[ Fees for replacenent of regular resident, nonresident or
antl erless deer |icenses of any description shall be as follows:
(1) Except in the case of a regular nonresident hunter's
license, the replacenent fee for a regul ar resident hunting
| icense shall be one-half of the fee charged for the original

i cense.

(2) In the case of a regular nonresident hunting |icense,
the repl acenent fee shall be one-half of the fee charged for a
regul ar resident hunting license as set forth in the act for
persons seventeen years of age or older, but |ess than sixty-
five years of age.

(3) In the case of an antlerless deer |license, the
repl acenent fee shall be the sane cost as the original |icense.
The repl acenment of an antlerless deer |license shall be made only
by the issuing agent who issued the original |icense.]

(b)Y (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsecti on,

the fee for the repl acenent of any |lost |icense which was i ssued

pursuant to sections 302, 302.1, 303 and 303.3 and 501(q) shal

be five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50).
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(2) The fee for the replacenent of a | ost resident

furtaker's license i ssued to a resi dent between the ages of

twel ve and si xteen inclusive and for all other |lost |icenses not

specified in subclause (1) shall be the original fee for the

i ssuance of such |icense.

(c) The issuing agent shall indicate on the face of the

repl acenent license [and tag] so issued, also on the stub or

carbon copy thereof, that it is a replacenment with the nunber of
the original license. The affidavit so filed and any remaini ng
portion of the original Iicense also shall be fastened to the
stub or carbon copy of the replacenent |icense for the
information of the auditors.

(d) For such services the conm ssion may authorize any
i ssuing agent to retain not to exceed the sumof fifty cents and
remt the balance of the replacenent |icense fee as herei nbefore
provi ded. |ssuing agents who are county treasurers shall remt
the fee for services to the county for the use of the county.

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person to give fal se
information on the sworn statenment for a replacenent hunting
license or to obtain or attenpt to obtain a replacenent hunting
license contrary to the provisions of this section. Any person
who shall give false information on the sworn statenent for a
repl acenent hunting |icense or who obtains or attenpts to obtain
a replacenment hunting license as herein defined contrary to the
provi sions of this section shall, upon conviction, be sentenced
to pay a penalty of one hundred dollars ($100) plus costs of
prosecuti on.

Section 9. Section 313 of the act, amended Decenber 10, 1970
(P.L.896, No.282), is anended to read:

Section 313. Power to Admi nister Qaths.--Each agent who may
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be aut hori zed or designated by the comm ssion to issue [hunting]
| i censes, and each agent who nmay be authorized or designated by
the comm ssion to receive applications for such |licenses, in
accordance with the provisions of this act, is hereby enpowered
to admnister any oath that may be required in connection with

t he i ssuance of such |icenses or receiving applications

t her ef or.

Section 10. Sections 314 and 315(1) of the act are anmended
to read:

Section 314. Seizure of Licenses and Tags.--(a) Any regular
sal aried officer of the comm ssion is hereby enpowered, except
where birds or animals are killed by m stake and reported as
hereinafter required, to seize the [hunting] l|icense, and the
tag i ssued therewith, of any person apprehended in the act of
violating any ganme law, or any rules or regul ations of the
commi ssion, and who has either been convicted or signed an
acknow edgnent of violating any gane |aw, or rules or
regul ati ons of the comm ssion, or if such |icensee is found
using firearms to hunt while under the influence of intoxicating
I iquor or narcotics.

(b) Al licenses so seized shall, within twenty-four hours,

be forwarded to the [division game supervisor] regional director

for transmttal to the office of the comm ssion, with a report
relative thereto. The director may, upon application of the
owner, return the license [and tag] to the owner if he is
satisfied that the license should not be recomended to the
commi ssion for revocation in the manner hereinafter stipul ated.
Section 315. Revocation of Licenses; Right to Hunt or Trap
Denied.--(1) The comm ssion may revoke any [hunter's] |icense

i ssued under this act and deny any person the right to secure a
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license or to hunt or trap anywhere in this Commonweal th, with
or wiwthout a license, if said |licensee or person has either been
convicted or signed an acknow edgnment of violating any provision
of this act, or if such person has been adjudged guilty, in the
manner hereinafter provided, of any of the acts enunerated

bel ow, for such periods as hereinafter specified.

* x *

Section 11. Section 315.1 of the act, added October 17, 1980
(P.L.1076, No.178), is anended to read:

Section 315.1. Suspension.--The commi ssion in the manner
provided in section 315 for revocation of |icenses nay suspend
[the hunter's] a valid license or deny a license (i) for failure
to pay a fine for a violation of this act or until such a fine
is inmposed and fully paid, and (ii) during the tine a citation
is given and the recipient of the citation responds to it.

Section 12. Section 316(a), (b) and (c) of the act, anended
June 24, 1939 (P.L.810, No.361), are anmended to read:

Section 316. Certain Acts Declared Unlawful.--1t is unlaw ul
for any person:

(a) Except in the defense of person or property, to hunt,
chase, shoot at, take, or kill, or pursue with intent to take,
kill, or wound, any wild birds or wild animals by any net hod,

i ncludi ng the use of dogs, without first securing a |license and
license tag as hereinbefore required, and wearing such tag and
showi ng or displaying such license as required by the provisions
of this article, but nothing in this clause shall be construed
to prevent any person under the age of [eighteen] twelve years
to trap for fur-bearing animals or predators w thout securing a

i cense;

(b) Under the age of twelve years to receive a hunting or
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1 furtaker's license under any circunstances what soever;

2 (c) Under the age of sixteen years to receive a hunting or
3 furtaker's license without presenting a witten request

4 therefor, bearing the signature of his father or nother or

5 legally constituted guardi an;

6 * x *

7 Section 13. Section 319 of the act is repeal ed:

8 Section 14. Section 501 of the act, anended July 23, 1965

9 (P.L.240, No.136), June 21, 1967 (P.L.2120, No.30), March 22,

10 1974 (P.L.201, No.41), Decenber 10, 1974 (P.L.811, No.269), June
11 24, 1981 (P.L.111, No.37), March 7, 1982 (P.L.164, No.51) and
12 July 20, 1983 (P.L.55, No.28), is anended to read:

13 Section 501. Open Seasons.--After investigation, or

14 information otherw se obtained by the comm ssion, as to the

15 annual gane supply and other wild birds and wild animals, the
16 conmm ssion nmay, by appropriate rules and regul ations, [a sumary
17 of which shall be published as hereinafter specified,] fix

18 seasons, [shooting hours] nethods and tines for taking wildlife,
19 and daily, season and possession limts, or renpve protection
20 and decl are an open season, or increase, reduce or close
21 seasons, or increase or reduce bag limts, for all species of
22 ganme birds and gane aninals and all other wild birds and wild
23 aninmals as defined under section 101 of this act, protected
24 birds excepted, throughout the Comonweal th, or in any part
25 thereof, or Iimt the nunber of hunters in any designated area
26 and prescribe the methods of hunting therein, when in its
27 opinion, such action is necessary to assure the mai ntenance of
28 an adequate supply of such species, or when an unbal anced sex
29 ratio exists which in its opinion should be corrected, or when,

30 in the opinion of the comm ssion, such additional open season
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will not jeopardize the future supply of game or other wld
birds or wild animals.
If in any year the comm ssion fails to establish such seasons

or bag limts or fails to establish other hunting or trapping

regul ati ons under authority of this act, the open seasons and
bag limts for game, Sundays excepted, unless otherw se provided
by this act, and all other [hunting] regulations adopted under
authority of this act, shall be the sane as set by [resol ution]
regul ati on of the conm ssion for the previous [hunting] |icense
year, and all seasons shall open and cl ose one cal endar day
earlier than the previous [hunting] |icense year. In the event
the comm ssion fails to establish seasons and bag limts for a
[hunting] license year beginning in a | eap year, the seasons
shall open and cl ose two cal endar days earlier than the previous
[hunting] license year.

It is unlawmful for any person to kill or attenpt to kill, or
to hunt for, or take, or have in possession any gane bird or
gane animal at any tine of the year other than the open season,
fixed by [resolution] regulation of the commi ssion in the manner
above provided, or as set forth in this section, except as

el sewhere provided in this act.

(a) Hunting or Trapping at Certain Periods Unlawful. If in

any year the comm ssion, by [resolution] requlation, fixes a

| ater hour to begin hunting [for ganme] or trapping on the first

day of any open season, it shall be unlawful for any person,
except in defense of person or property, to hunt for, chase,

di sturb, or take, or to attenpt to hunt for, chase, disturb, or
take, any wild bird or wild animal, game or otherw se, through
the use of firearns, or a bow and arrow, or with dogs, or traps,

on such first day of the season prior to the opening hour so
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fixed by [resolution] regulation of the comm ssion.

(b) Taking of Raccoons Regul ated. (1) Except in defense of
person or property, it is unlawful for any person to take, or
attenpt to take, raccoons through the use of traps, except in
such county or counties as the comm ssion may, by proper
[resolution] regulation, declare open to trapping when in its
opi nion raccoons are sufficiently abundant to justify such
t rappi ng.

(2) After investigation or upon information otherw se
obtained as to any county being infested with rabies, the
commi ssion may renove all protection on raccoons in such
i nfested counties, or declare an open season on such animals, or
direct the killing and disposition of sane, in such manner as
the case may require.

(3) \Whenever the conm ssion fixes open seasons for hunting
or trappi ng raccoons, or whenever such open seasons are
established as otherwi se provided in this section, such open
seasons shall be thirty days shorter for nonresidents of the
Commonweal th. The thirty days of extra open seasons for
residents of the Commonweal th shall be the first thirty days of
t he open season.

(c) Hunters' Licenses [and Tags] for Antlerless Deer.--(1)
If in any year the comm ssion declares an open season for
antlerless deer, it shall issue antlerless deer licenses [and

tags] to hunt for or kill such deer, at a fee of [three dollars

fifty cents] five dollars and fifty cents (5.50) under such

rul es and regul ati ons governing the issuance of such |icenses
[and tags] as it may deem necessary to limt the nunber of
persons who may hunt for such deer in any county of the

Commonweal th and to regul ate the issuance of such |icenses
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general ly. Except as otherw se provided in this subsection, no
applications for antlerless deer |licenses received from

nonresi dents of the Conmonweal th shall be approved or |icenses
i ssued in advance of thirty days prior to the opening date of
such antl erl ess deer season. Such |icenses [and tags] shall be
i ssued without restriction or regard to the county of residence
of the Pennsylvania applicant and may be issued only to hol ders
of resident or nonresident hunting |licenses, and such |icenses
[and tags] shall not be transferable from one person to another
nor shall they be refunded or reissued to anyone.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of any regulation limting the
nunber of licenses [and tags], the comm ssion shall issue
antlerless deer licenses [and tags] without effecting any quota
established by the comm ssion for a particular county: [(1)] (i)
to menbers of Armed Forces who are residents of Pennsyl vania and
who are on full tinme active duty; [(2)] (ii) to residents who
wer e honorably discharged fromthe Arned Forces within sixty
days of the date of the application upon substantial proof of
their mlitary status; and [(3)] (iii) to disabled veterans as
defined in section 302 upon subm ssion of the infornmation

requi red by section 302.

(2) Licenses [and tags] for antlerless deer shall be issued
only by the county treasurers or by any person carrying out the
duties and responsibilities of a county treasurer in counties
functioning under a Home Rule Charter in counties where such
deer may be hunted and killed, who, for that purpose, are hereby
made agents of the comm ssion.

(3) For services rendered in collecting and payi ng over fees
and issuing |licenses [and tags], by nmail or otherw se, such

agents may retain the sumof fifty cents fromthe anount paid by
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each |icensee, which anmount shall be paid into the county
treasury.

(4) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or attenpt
to sell any antlerless deer hunting license for a nonetary fee
in excess of the fees fixed pursuant to this subsection. The
sale or attenpted sale of each license shall constitute a
separate of fense.

(5) When such licenses are issued to restrict the nunber of
persons who may hunt antlerless deer in any county of the
Commonweal th, certain qualifying | andowners who own [ei ghty]
fifty or nore contiguous acres of land within any county where
they desire to hunt antlerless deer shall be entitled to one
antlerless deer |icense for that county, at the prescribed fee,
to one and only one person whose nanme appears on the deed. These
antl erl ess deer licenses shall be allocated in advance of their
avai lability to the general public fromthe quota established by
the comm ssion for the county where such land is situated to
persons who neet all of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) the [eighty] fifty or nore contiguous acres of land are
owned by a natural person individually or as tenants by the
entirety, or by a corporation of four or fewer sharehol ders, or
by tenants in common of four or fewer natural persons;

(1i) the [eighty] fifty or nore contiguous acres of |and are
open to public hunting and trapping and shall remain open to
hunti ng and trapping during the hunting |icense year for which
the antlerless deer license is issued,

(iti1) the applicant for an antlerless deer |icense shal
furni sh proof of ownership of [eighty] fifty or nore contiguous
acres of land to the county treasurer within the county where

such land is situated.
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(6) Any resident of Pennsylvania residing within the
Conmmonweal th who is a bona fide owner or |essee of |ands which
lie within the county declared open to the hunting of antlerless
deer, or any nenber of the famly or household, or regularly
hired hel p of such owner or |essee who are so enployed on a
full-time basis, if such person is a resident of the
Commonweal th, actually residing upon and cultivating such | ands
for general farmcrop purposes, is hereby declared eligible to
hunt antlerless deer without a resident hunters' |icense or an
antl erless deer |icense upon said property, and, by and with the
witten consent of the owner or |essee thereof, upon the |ands
i mredi atel y adj acent and connected with his own | ands, other
t han publicly-owned | ands.

(7) The ternms "antlerless deer” and "deer wi thout visible

antlers,” as used in this subsection or any other provision of
the Gane Law which this act amends, are hereby defined to nean a
deer without an antler sonetinmes called horn, or a deer wth
antlers both of which are less than three inches long, the term

"antler,"” as herein used or in any other provision of the Gane
Law whi ch this act anends, neaning the bony growmh on the head
of a deer regardless of its size or devel opnent.

(8) When the comm ssion adopts and promnul gates such rul es
and regulations relative to hunters' licenses [and tags] for
antlerless deer, it is unlawful for any person other than a
| andowner or | essee of the county or a nmenber of his househol d,
as hereinbefore enunerated, to hunt for antlerless deer wthout
a hunters' license [and tag] for antlerless deer, or to take
such deer contrary to the rules and regul ati ons adopted by the

conmi ssi on.

(9) The antlerless deer license [tag issued with an
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antl erless deer |license] shall be displayed on the outer garnent
i mredi ately bel ow the regul ar resident or nonresident hunting
license [tag]. Any person who fails to display the antlerless
deer license [tag herein required] shall, upon conviction, be
sentenced to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25) and costs
of prosecution, provided it shall be determ ned the person has
purchased a |icense; otherwi se, a penalty of fifty dollars ($50)
and costs of prosecution shall be inposed. Any person who shal
give false information in obtaining or attenpting to obtain an
antlerless deer license as relates to certain qualifying
| andowners shal |, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of
two hundred dollars ($200) and costs of prosecution and shall be
denied the right to hunt or trap anywhere in this Comonwealth,
with or without a license, for a period of three years. Any
ot her person who shall give false information in obtaining or
attenpting to obtain an antlerless deer license shall, upon
convi ction, be sentenced to pay a fine of fifty dollars ($50)
and costs of prosecution.

(e) Open Season for Hunting Deer with Bows and Arrows.--(1)
In each year in which there is an open season for hunting deer
there shall, in addition, be an open season for hunting deer
wi th bows and arrows exclusively, unless otherw se declared by
[resolution] regulation of the conm ssion and the provisions of
subsection (c) of this section shall not apply thereto. The
duration and tinme of such additional open season, together wth
t he description of the deer which may be lawfully killed, shal
each year be fixed by the comm ssion. During any such additional
open season, it shall be unlawful to hunt for, kill or attenpt
to kill, any deer, without a license as hereinafter prescribed,

or with any weapon other than a bow and arrow.
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(2) No person shall hunt for or kill any deer during such
addi ti onal open archery season with bow and arrow wi thout first
havi ng secured a hunting license and, in addition thereto, an
archery license fromthe conm ssion or any agent designated as

an issuing agent of the comm ssion, the fee for which is hereby

fixed at [two dollars] five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50).
Such license shall be attached to the hunters' I|icense
certificate for the current year and shall be countersigned in

i nk diagonally across its face by the |licensee before hunting in
t he open season herein provided for.

(3) The county treasurer of each county and each ot her
person designated the agent for the comm ssion for the issuance
of archery licenses may retain for the use of the county if the
i ssuing agent is the county treasurer, otherwi se to the agent
for such service the sumof fifty cents paid by the applicant in
addition to the license fee prescribed. The provisions of this
act with respect to the issuance of |icenses, collections of
fees and records shall apply to the issuance of archery
|i censes.

(4) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or attenpt
to sell any archery hunting |license for a nonetary fee in excess
of the fee fixed pursuant to this subsection. The sale or
attenpted sal e of each such license shall constitute a separate
of f ense.

(f) Muzzl el oading Firearns Deer Season.--(1) The conm ssion
may, by [resolution] requl ation, declare an open season for
hunti ng deer with nuzzl el oading firearns during any hunting
I icense year which shall hereinafter be known and referred to as
Muzzl el oadi ng Firearns Deer Season.

(2) In any year in which a Mizzl el oadi ng Firearns Deer
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Season shall be declared as herei nbefore provided, the
Muzzl el oadi ng Firearns Deer Season shall not be established
prior to the close of the regular rifle deer seasons for the
then current hunting |icense year. The conmm ssion shall,

not wi t hst andi ng any other provisions of this act, adopt rules
and regul ati ons governing the hunting and killing of deer during
such Muzzl el oadi ng Firearnms Deer Season which shall include but
not be limted to, the duration and tine of such deer season,

t he description of the deer which may lawfully be killed, the
type of nuzzleloading firearns which may |awfully be used to
hunt for and kill deer during such season, the area or areas

wi thin the Comonweal th where deer may | awfully be hunted and
killed, and any other rules and regul ati ons deened necessary to
properly regul ate, manage, and control the hunting and killing
of deer during such season. For the purposes of this section, a
nmuzzl el oading firearmshall not be |l ess than .44 calibre and
shall not be equipped with a tel escope.

(3) It shall be unlawful for any person to hunt for, take,
kill or wound, or attenpt to take, or kill, or for any person to
aid or assist in any manner to hunt for, take, kill or wound
deer during such Mizzl el oadi ng Firearns Deer Season wi t hout
first having legally obtained a resident[, nonresident or alien]

or nonresident hunter's |license as defined in sections 302 and

303 of this act and, in addition thereto, a Mizzl el oadi ng
Firearns Deer Season |icense which nay be obtained fromthe
conmi ssion or any agent designated by the comm ssion to issue

such licenses, the fee for which is hereby fixed at [three

dollars fifty cents ($3.50)] five dollars and fifty cents
($5.50). Such license shall be in such formas the comm ssion

shall prescribe and shall be valid fromthe first day of

19850H0585B1814 - 24 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Sept enber of one year to the thirty-first day of August of the
year next followi ng. The | awful hol der of such Iicense shal
sign his full name in ink diagonally across its face before
hunti ng deer in the open season herein provided for and shal
carry such license upon his person at all times while hunting
during such season

(4) Any agent designated by the conm ssion to issue
Muzzl el oadi ng Firearns Deer Season |icenses may retain the sum
of fifty cents ($.50) of the hereinbefore prescribed |icense fee
for each such license issued as paynent for services rendered.
The several provisions of this act governing the issuance of
hunting |icenses by issuing agents with respect to keeping
records, filing reports, and collecting and remtting |icense
fees shall apply in |like manner, force and effect to agents
designated by the comm ssion to i ssue Miuzzl el oadi ng Firearns
Deer Season |icenses.

(5) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or attenpt
to sell any Mizzl el oading Firearns Deer Season |icense for a
nonetary fee in excess of the fees fixed pursuant to this
subsection. The sale or attenpted sale of each Iicense shal
constitute a separate of fense.

(6) It shall be unlawful for any person to hunt for, take,
kill or wound or attenpt to take, kill or wound, or to aid or
assi st any person in any nmanner to hunt for, take, kill or wound
deer during such Mizzl el oadi ng Firearns Deer Season contrary to
the provisions of this section or rules and regul ati ons adopt ed
by the conm ssion as herei nbefore provided.

(7) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of
this section or any rules and regul ati ons adopted by the

conmmi ssi on pursuant thereto, shall, upon conviction, be
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sentenced to pay the penalties prescribed in section 506 of this
act .

(g) Bear Hunting Season and Licensing Requirenents.

(1) Wen the conmm ssion, by [resolution] regul ation,

decl ares an open season for hunting and taking bear, it shall be

unl awful for any person other than persons excepted under

section 317, to hunt for, take, kill or wound or attenpt to
take, kill or wound bear, or to aid or assist any person in any
manner to hunt for, take, kill or wound bear w thout first

having |l egally obtained a current resident or nonresident
hunter's license as defined in this act and in addition thereto,
a current bear hunting |icense which shall be obtained fromthe

conmi ssion at a fee of [five dollars ($5)] ten dollars ($10.00)

for a resident and [fifteen dollars ($15)] twenty-five dollars

($25.00) for a nonresident. The license shall be in such formas
t he comm ssion shall determ ne and shall be displayed while
hunti ng bear by the | awful hol der of such |icense in such manner
as the comm ssion shall prescribe. Before the bear |icense shal
be legal for use in hunting, the | awful hol der of such |icense
shall sign his first nane, mddle initial and last name in ink
across the face of the |icense.

(2) Wen the conmi ssion declares an open season for hunting
and taking bear, in addition to the statutory requirenents of
this section, the commi ssion, in order to properly manage the
resource, shall have authority to adopt any rules and
regul ati ons deenmed necessary to regul ate the hunting, taking,
killing, possession or transportation of such species. Such
rul es and regul ati ons may i nclude but not be limted to the

establ i shment of bear managenent units, limt the nunber of

hunters who may hunt for bear in such nanagenent units, regul ate
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t he nunber of bear |icenses which nay be issued and prescribe

t he nmet hod and procedure for making application for such |license
and the issuance thereof. The nunber of bear |icenses which
shall be made avail able to nonresidents of the Conmobnweal th
shall not exceed three percent (3% of the total nunber of bear

licenses to be issued as determ ned by the comm ssion.

(3) Each person killing a bear of any description during any
open bear season shall, within twenty-four hours fromtine of
killing, deliver the bear to a bear check station designated by

t he comm ssion for exam nation. Each person delivering such bear
to a designated bear check station shall furnish to officers of
the comm ssion information concerning the killing of such bear.
Fol | owi ng exam nation of the bear, the officer of the comm ssion
shall attach a netal tag supplied by the conm ssion to the head
of each legally killed bear. Such netal tag shall remain
permanent|ly attached to the head of the bear or until it has
been nounted or tanned.

(4) It shall be unlawful for any person to hunt for, take,

kill, wound, possess, conceal, transport or attenpt to take,
kill or wound, or to aid or assist any person in any nmanner to
hunt for, take, kill, wound, possess, conceal or transport any

bear contrary to the provisions of this subsection or rules and
regul ati ons adopted by the conm ssion. It shall be unlawful for
any person to lend a bear license to another person or for any
person to use a bear license issued to another person, or to
alter a bear license in any manner. It shall be unlawful for any
person killing a bear of any description to fail to deliver such
bear to a designated bear check station as herein required, or
for any person to renove the netal tag attached to any bear by

an officer of the comm ssion contrary to the provisions of this
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article.

(5) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of
this subsection or any rules and regul ati ons adopted by the
commi ssion shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay the
penal ti es prescribed in section 506.

Section 15. Section 505 of the act, anended May 6, 1981
(P.L.47, No.15), is anmended to read:

Section 505. Notification of Action of Conm ssion.--(a) The
commi ssion shall make available to each [hunter] |icensee a
summary of the seasons and bag limts, and designate any
counties that may be cl osed, and nanme the species of ganme birds
and ganme animals or fur-bearing animals for which there is no
open season, and shall prepare and distribute such additional
notices as in its judgnment nay be necessary.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to violate any of the
rul es and regul ati ons adopted by the comm ssion for the
preservation of gane birds, ganme aninmals, fur-bearing animals,
nongane birds and all other wild birds and wild animals; or to
take, or be possessed of, such birds or aninmals at a tinme, or in

any nunmber or manner, or of any kind or sex, contrary to such

rul es and regul ati ons.
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Section 47 16. Section 604(a) of the act, amended May 15,

1945 (P.L.519, No.202), is anended to read:

Section 604. (a) Special Regulations Relative to Beavers. --
[In addition to conplying with the requirenents of this act
relative to taking fur-bearing animls, the trapping of beavers
shall be restricted to bona fide residents of Pennsyl vania
holding a lawfully issued resident hunter's |license.] Omers and

| essees of | and, and nenbers of their famlies, actually
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residing thereon and cultivating such |and, nmay trap beavers
thereon if open to public trapping, but not on any adjacent or
ot her lands, without first securing a resident [hunter's]
furtaker's license.

Section 48 17. Section 702 of the act, amended March 22, <—
1974 (P.L.201, No.41), is anended to read:

Section 702. Hunting on Sunday and at Night.--(a) It is
unl awful for any person to hunt for, shoot at, chase, catch or
kill, or attenpt to shoot at, chase, catch, or kill, with or
wi t hout dogs, any gane or_raccoon, except in defense of person
or property, upon the first day of the week comonly call ed
Sunday, except for dog training or trial purposes as hereinafter
provided; or to hunt for, shoot at, catch or kill, or attenpt to
hunt for, shoot at, catch or kill, nongane birds or any gane
bet ween the cl osing hour of one day and the openi ng hour of the
day follow ng as set by resolutions of the conm ssion, except
t hat raccoons may be hunted for and killed any time during the
open season, day or night. This section shall not prohibit the
removal of raccoons or fur-bearing animals fromtraps or
deadfal |l s on Sunday when | awful |y caught.

(b) Any person violating any of the provisions of this
section shall be liable to the fine hereinafter provided.

Section 49 18. Section 14016495 (y) and (z.1) of the act, <—
anended July 27, 1973 (P.L.83, No.36), are anmended AND THE <—
SECTI ON | S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SUBSECTION to read

Section 1401. Continuance of Gane Fund; Appropriation.--All
license fees, fines, permt fees, and other noneys received and
coll ected (a) under the provisions of any | aw repeal ed and

replaced by this act, and now held in the State Treasury as the

19850H0585B1814 - 30 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Ganme Fund, or (b) that may be hereafter paid into the State
Treasury under the provisions of any act so repeal ed or

repl aced, or (c) that nay be paid into the State Treasury under
the provisions of this act, shall be placed in the separate fund
known as "The Gane Fund," and shall be held separately and apart

solely for the foll ow ng purposes:

(y) Estinmates of the anmpbunts to be expended under this act,

fromtime to tinme, by the Pennsylvania Gane Comm ssion, shall be
submtted to the Governor [for his approval or disapproval, and <—

I t }—and—tothe Cenreral—Asserbly—pursuant—to—-ArtteleVM—ofthe <—

Admpistrative Codeof 1929 " 1+ shall be unlawful for the

[Auditor General] State Treasurer to honor any requisition for

t he expenditure of any noneys out of this appropriation by the

Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmi ssion in excess of the festinmates <—

approved by the Governor}—arpunts—appropriatedbytaw Subject <—

to the foregoing provision, the noneys appropriated by this act

shall be paid out of the Ganme Fund upon warrant of the [Auditor

Ceneral] State Treasurer drawn after requisition by the

Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmi ssion, or as authorized by | aw by ot her
depart nments.

(Y.1) THE COW SSION SHALL SUBM T AN ANNUAL WRI TTEN AND ORAL <—

REPORT TO THE GAME AND FI SHERI ES COW TTEES OF THE SENATE AND

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 30 COF EACH
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FI SCAL YEAR. THE WRI TTEN REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE COMPLETE BUDGETS

FOR THE CURRENT FI SCAL YEAR AND FOR THE FI SCAL_YEAR ABOUT_TO

COMVENCE. AN AUDI T OF THE BUDGET FOR THE CONCLUDI NG FI SCAL_YEAR

SHALL BE CONDUCTED BY THE LEGQ SLATI VE BUDGET AND FI NANCE <—

COW TTEE AND SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE GAME AND FI SHERI ES

COW TTEES NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 30_OF EACH FI SCAL YEAR

* * %

(z.1) The sumof [one dollar] two dollars of the fee

coll ected for issuing resident and nonresident hunters' |icenses
and tags for antlerless deer, shall be used solely for cutting
or otherw se renoving overshadowi ng tree growh, to produce
under brush sprouts and saplings for deer food and cover on gane
| and.
* %k
Section 206 19. Wenever, in law, any reference is nade to <—
the raccoon as a gane aninmal, such reference shall be deened to
refer to the raccoon as a furbearing aninal.
Section 2% 20. This act applies to the |license year <—
begi nni ng Septenber 1, 1985, and each year thereafter.

Section 22 21. This act shall take effect imediately. <—
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