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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 93 “Toas

I NTRODUCED BY STEI GANER, CGEORGE, HASAY, JARCLI N, GREENWOCD
E. Z. TAYLOR FEE, QLIVER J. L. WRIGHT, COY, DeWEESE
KUKOVI CH, HALUSKA, BALDW N, BELFANTI, BI RMVELIN, RYBAK, TIGUE
HERVAN, ANGSTADT, DeLUCA, PETRARCA, WXN AK, FLICK, BLAUM
CLARK, Cl VERA, PRATT, VAN HORNE, DAVIES, GODSHALL, MORRI S,
GRUPPO, NOYE, M CHLOVI C, LASH NGER, NAHI LL, CAWEY, MHALE,
CIM N, DALEY, FREEMAN AND BELARDI, JANUARY 28, 1985

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, JANUARY 28, 1985
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AN ACT

Requiring public notice of certain conditions relating to a
public water supply; and providing a civil penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Di sturbance.” Any disturbance which is potentially
hazar dous.

"Forei gn substance.” Any substance which is or may be
potential ly hazardous.

"Wat er conmpany."” Any person, firmor corporation, whether
for profit or not-for-profit, or any nunicipality which operates

a water supply systemfor residential custoners.
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Section 2. Public Notice.

(a) Notice to news nedi a.--Wenever any water conpany or the
Depart ment of Environnmental Resources has know edge of or has
reason to believe that any foreign substance or disturbance that
t he conpany deens potentially hazardous or damagi ng, whet her
identified or not, is present in the water or water supply
system the utility shall, within two hours of the acquisition
of that know edge, notify the newspaper, radi o and tel evision
media in the concerned area of the presence of a foreign
substance or disturbance and request i medi ate broadcast of this
i nformati on.

(b) Notice to utility.--Wenever the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Resources has knowl edge or has reason to believe
that any foreign substance or disturbance that it deens
potentially hazardous or damagi ng, whether identified or not, is
present in the water or water supply system it shall notify
i medi ately the affected water conpany. Upon ascertaining the
identification of the foreign substance or disturbance and its
potential inpact on the utility customers the utility shall also
transmt this information to the newspaper, radio and tel evision
medi a for immedi ate broadcast. Wthin 24 hours of the
occurrence of the event, the utility shall issue a witten
statement to at | east one daily newspaper which provides
circulation in the affected area and at | east one radio station
whi ch broadcasts in the affected area and any other nedia
concerning the foreign substance or disturbance, its origins, if
known, and the approxinmate |length of time necessary to renove
the forei gn substance or disturbance fromthe system
Section 3. Penalty.

For any failure to conply with this act, the Departnent of
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Envi ronnent al Resources shall inpose a civil penalty of not |ess
t han $5, 000 nor nore than $25, 000 per day. The penalty shall not
be recoverable as part of any rate increase or tariff filing.

Section 4. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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