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AN ACT

Amrending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of the

Pennsyl vani
anat oni ca

The Gener al
her eby enacts

Section 1.

a Consolidated Statutes, further providing for
gifts.

Assenbly of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
as foll ows:

Section 8604 of Title 20 of the Pennsylvani a

Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subsection to read:

§ 8604. Manner of executing anatomical gifts.

* * %

(d.1) Consent not necessary.--VWhere a donor card evi denci ng

a qgift of the

donor's eyes has been validly executed, consent of

the—next—ofkin ANY PERSON DESI GNATED I N SECTI ON 8602(B) at the

tinme of the donor's death or immedi ately thereafter i s not

necessary to render the gift valid and effective.

* * %

Section 2.

Title 20 is anmended by adding a section to read:

<—



8 8608. Requests for anatomi cal gifts.

(a) Procedure.--On or before the occurrence of death in an

acute care general hospital, the hospital shall request consent

to a gift of all or any part of the decedent's body for any

pur pose specified under this chapter. The request and its

di sposition shall be noted in the patient's nedical record. and

upon—the patientsdeath certificate— Whenever nedical criteria

establi shes that a body or body part donati on woul d not be

suitable for use, a request need not be nade.

(b)) Limtation.--Were the hospital adnministrator, or his

desi gnee, has recei ved actual notice of opposition from any of

t he persons naned i n subsection{a)> SECTI ON 8602(B) (RELATING TO

PERSONS VWHO MAY EXECUTE AN ANATOM CAL G FT) and the decedent was

not in possession of a validly executed donor card, the qgift of

all or any part of the decedent's body shall not be requested.

(c) Donor card.--Notwi thstandi ng any provision of law to the

contrary, the intent of a decedent to participate in an organ

donor program as evi denced by the possession of a validly

execut ed donor card shall not be revoked by any nmenber of any of

the cl asses specified in subseection{a)> SECTI ON 8602( B)

(d) Ildentification of potential donors.--Each acute care

general hospital shall develop, with the concurrence of the

hospital nedical staff, a protocol for identifying potenti al

organ and tissue donors. It shall require that, at or near the

tinme of notification of death, persons desi gnated under secti on
8602(a) and (b) {relatingto persons—who My executean
anatomcal—gi-ft) be asked whether the deceased was an or gan

donor or if the famly is a donor famly. If not, such persons

shall be inforned of the option to donate organs and ti ssues.

Pursuant to this chapter, the hospital shall then notify an
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organ and ti ssue procurenent organi zati on and cooperate in the

procurenent of the anatomical gift or gifts. The protocol shal

encour age di scretion and sensitivity to fam |y circunstances in

all di scussions regardi ng donati ons of tissue or organs. The

protocol may SHALL take into account the deceased individual's <—

reliqgious beliefs or nonsuitability for organ and ti ssue

donation. In the event an organ and ti ssue procurenent

organi zati on does not exist in a reqgion, the hospital shal

contact an organ or a ti ssue procurenent organi zation in an

alternative region.

£} (E) Exenption.--The Departnent of Health is authori zed <—

to i ssue exenptions to any acute care general hospital it deens

unable to conply with this section.

{e (F) CGuidelines.--The Departnent of Health shall <—

establi sh gui delines regarding efficient procedures facilitating

the delivery of anatom cal gift donations fromreceiving

hospitals to potential recipients and appropriate trai ni ng

concerni ng the manner and conduct of enpl oyees maki ng requests

for anatom cal qift donati ons.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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