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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1159

| NTRODUCED BY SHAFFER, PECORA, RElI BMAN, HELFRI CK, ANDREZESKI
STAPLETON, O CONNELL AND SHUVAKER, NOVEMBER 30, 1983

REFERRED TO M LI TARY AND VETERANS AFFAI RS, NOVEMBER 30, 1983

QOWOO~NOUIRARWNE

N N R R R R R R R R R
B O © 0 N O O » W N PR

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 29, 1982 (P.L.355, No.99), entitled

"An act establishing a Vietnam Herbicides |Infornmation

Conmmi ssi on; inposing powers and duties on the conmm ssion;

granting additional powers and duties to the Departnent of

Heal t h and nmaki ng an appropriation,” designating dioxin as a

specific herbicide to be studied by the comm ssion; extending

the life of the comm ssion; extending the deadline for making
its final report; enpowering the conm ssion to initiate an
epi dem ol ogi cal study; revising content requirenents of
report forms; and nmaking an editorial change.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 2, 3(f), 7, 8, 9 and 12 of the act of
April 29, 1982 (P.L.355, No.99), known as the Vietnam Herbi ci des
I nformati on Act, are amended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Agent Orange."” The herbicide conmposed of [tri-chlorphenoxy

acitic] trichlorophenoxyacetic acid and [di-chl orphenoxyacitic]




© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

di chor ophenoxyacetic acid and the contani nant dioxin (TCDD).

"Conmi ssion." The Vi etnam Herbi cides | nformation Conm ssi on
establ i shed pursuant to section 3.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Commobnweal th
of Pennsyl vani a.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.

"Veteran." A person who was a resident of the Commonweal th
at the tinme of his induction into the Arned Forces of the United
States of America or is a resident of this Commonweal th who
served in the armed forces during the years 1961-1972.

"Vi et nam herbi cide.” The herbicides, defoliants and other

causative agents contai ning dioxin, including Agent Orange, used

in the Vietnam Conflict.
Section 3. The Vietnam Herbicides Information Conm ssion.

* x *

(f) The conm ssion shall be established for a period of
[two] five years.

* x *

Section 7. Reports.

The comm ssion shall nake a prelimnary report to the
Governor and the Legislature of its findings, conclusions and
recommendati ons not |ater than Novenber 30, 1982 and a final
report of its findings, conclusions and recommendati ons not
| ater than June 30, [1983] 1987.

Section 8. Duties of the Departnent of Health.

For the purpose of identifying persons who were exposed to
Vi et nam her bi ci des and for the purpose of conpiling data on the
health effects of this exposure, the departnment shall:

(1) Establish, pronmote and maintain a public infornmation
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program on Vi et nam her bi ci des. Such program shall be
coordinated with the Departnent of Mlitary Affairs and the
Governor's Qutreach and Assi stance Centers and shall include,
but may not be limted to, assistance in the comm ssion's
efforts to contact veterans who were exposed to the herbicide
cont ai ni ng di oxi n.

(2) Establish, maintain and pronote a reporting process
for veterans who were exposed to herbicides, defoliants and
ot her causative agents, including Agent O ange.

(3) Mintain a central data bank within the departnent
for information collected on the health effects of exposure
to Vietnam herbicides and for the catal oguing of existing
scientific and nedical literature on the health effects of
this exposure.

(4) Initiate education for health professionals to
assi st themin understanding the potential risks and state-
of -art knowl edge with regard to detection, diagnosis and
treatment of acute and chronic synptons associated with
Vi et nam her bi ci des exposure. The educati on conmponent shoul d
utilize existing resources, such as the informational filns
prepared by the Veterans Adm ni stration, whenever possible.

(5) Initiate an epi den ol ogi cal study or studies of the

health effects of exposure to herbicides, defoliants and

ot her causati ve agents, including Agent O ange.

Section 9. Reports to the departnent.

(a) A physician who has primary responsibility for treating
a veteran who believes he may have been exposed to chem cal
her bi ci des or defoliants, including Agent Orange, while serving
in the Arned Forces of the United States, shall, at the request

of the veteran, submt a report to the departnent on a form
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1 provided by the departnent. If there is no physician having

2 primary responsibility for treating the veteran, the hospital

3 treating the veteran shall, at the request of the veteran,

4 submt the report to the departnent.

5 (b) The form provided by the departnent to the physician

6 shall be simlar in content to the fornms being used by the

7 \Veterans Administration in their Agent Orange Regi stry Program
8 and shall request the follow ng information:

9 (1) Synptons of the veteran

10 (2) Diagnosis of the veteran.

11 (3) Methods of treatnment prescribed.

12 [(4) Dates of mlitary service in Vietnamand the

13 | ocations in Vietnam where the veteran served.]

14 (c) The department nmay require the veteran to provide such
15 other information as determ ned by the secretary of the

16 departnment.

17 Section 12. Report by departnent.

18 The departnent shall nake an annual report to the Legislature
19 of its findings and recommendati ons concerning the
20 effectiveness, inpact and benefits derived fromthe speci al
21 policies as provided for in this act. Such report shall be
22 delivered on or before March 1 and shall contain eval uations of
23 the policies and any | egislation deened necessary and proper to
24 the House Federal -State Relations [Comrittee] and Mlitary and
25 Veterans Affairs Conmttees and the Senate MIlitary and Veterans
26 Affairs Committee.
27 Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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