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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. /67 5

| NTRODUCED BY HELFRI CK, HESS, SHAFFER, PECORA AND ANDREZESKI
MAY 26, 1983

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, MAY 26, 1983
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, providing for intoxication control roadbl ocks.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Chapter 37 of Title 75 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a subchapter to read:

CHAPTER 37
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS
* x *
SUBCHAPTER D
| NTOXI CATI ON CONTROL ROADBLOCK PROGRAM

Sec.
3761. Program established.
3762. Standards and gui del i nes.
3763. (Opinions of Attorney Ceneral.
§ 3761. Program establ i shed.

There is hereby established a program of intoxication control
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roadbl ocks for the purpose of detecting and prosecuting drivers
i nt oxi cated by al cohol, controlled substances or any conbi nati on
t hereof . The Comm ssioner of the Pennsylvania State Police and
each nmunicipality is authorized to establish a program of
i ntoxi cation control roadbl ocks in accordance with the m ni mum
standards and guidelines set forth in section 3762 (relating to
st andards and gui del i nes). The Commi ssi oner of the Pennsylvani a
State Police and each of the municipalities that establish an
i nt oxi cation control roadbl ock program shall inplenment the
program by witten procedures in conformty with and not nore
intrusive than the standards and gui deli nes enunciated in
section 3762.
§ 3762. Standards and gui deli nes.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any program of intoxication contro
r oadbl ocks established by the Commi ssioner of the Pennsylvania
State Police or a municipality pursuant to section 3761
(relating to program established) shall neet the standards and
gui del ines established in this section, which shall be deened to
be m nimumrequirenents. Al requirenents as to the tine,
duration and | ocation of intoxication control roadbl ocks shal
be determ ned by policymaki ng adm nistrative officers of the
State or municipal police involved. Nothing in this section
shall be construed as preventing the Comm ssioner of the
Pennsyl vania State Police or any nunicipality fromfollow ng
addi ti onal standards and gui delines, especially those that may
be enunciated fromtinme to tine by the judiciary, so long as the
standards and gui delines are not nore intrusive than those
i nposed under this section.

(b) Programto include certain requirenents.--Every program

of intoxication control roadbl ocks shall:

19830S0767B0891 - 2 -



1 (1) Require either that all notor vehicles approaching

2 t he roadbl ocks be stopped or that certain notor vehicles be

3 st opped by selecting notor vehicles in a particular nunerical
4 sequence that equates with, but nay be less intrusive than, a
5 100% r oadbl ock stop. If a selective stop programis used, the
6 sequence of selecting the notor vehicles to be stopped shal

7 not be | ess frequent than every tenth vehicle.

8 (2) Schedul e roadbl ocks for occurrence between the hours
9 of 9:00 p.m and 3:00 a.m on any given day when the expected
10 traffic will be Iight so as to mnimze traffic-contro

11 pr ogr ans.

12 (3) Require that, for the duration of any roadbl ock, it
13 be | ocated at one or nore fixed, permanent |ocations in any
14 muni ci pal ity and not be subject to random or roving patrols.
15 (4) Provide for the follow ng m nimum safety

16 precauti ons:

17 (i) Proper illumnation.

18 (i1i) Of-road holding areas for vehicles involved in
19 any roadbl ock stop.
20 (tit) Al police officers involved in any roadbl ock
21 stop shall be in uniformand shall carry proper
22 identification.
23 (iv) Adequate advance warning of the fact and
24 pur pose of the roadbl ocks shall be provided either by
25 sign posts, flares or other alternative nethods.
26 (v) Termnation of the roadbl ocks shall be all owed
27 in the discretion of the officer in charge where traffic
28 congestion woul d otherw se result.
29 (5) Provide that no intoxication control roadblock shal
30 result in a maxi num del ay per notor vehicle of two m nutes.
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If any vehicle or its occupants are in violation of any
statute or ordinance, the vehicle or its occupants may be
detained as long as is required to investigate the violation.

(6) Provide for a sufficient quantity and visibility of
uni formed officers and official vehicles to assure speedy
conpliance with the purpose of the roadbl ocks as well as to
nove traffic with a mni mum of inconvenience.

(7) Require that the Conm ssioner of the Pennsylvania
State Police pronulgate a general order and the respective
muni cipalities set forth witten procedures for the
i npl enentation of the program including procedures to
identify the drunk driver at a roadbl ock stop, and provide
public notice of the order or procedures.

(8) Prohibit the establishnent of roadbl ocks in
residential areas if the roadbl ocks would interfere with the
free flow of traffic in the residential areas or otherw se

unduly congest the residential areas.

§ 3763. (Opinions of Attorney General.

The Attorney Ceneral shall render his opinion on any matter

concerning an intoxication control roadbl ock program upon
certification to himby the Comm ssioner of the Pennsyl vania

State Police or any municipality that has adopted a program

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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