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AN ACT
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No ot her |icense required.

Li st of |icensees.

Records of sal es.

Contracts for conduct of sale.

Di splay of |icenses.

Confidentiality of information.

Revocation or suspension of license for violation
by enpl oyee.

I nvestigati ons and enforcenent actions.

Heari ng on charges.

Admi ni stration and enforcenent.

Injunctive relief.

Records of courts to be evidence before board.

Revocation or suspension of |icense.

| ssuance of new |icense pending investigation and
deci si on.

| ssuance of new |license after revocation.

Penal ti es.

W tnesses and docunentary evidence.

Actions by unlicensed persons prohibited.

Rul es and regul ati ons.

Di sposition of fees and fines.

Repeal s.

Ef fecti ve date.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Auctioneer
and Auction Licensing Act.

Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Apprentice auctioneer.” A person who is licensed under this
act as an apprentice auctioneer.

"Auction" or "sale at auction.” The offer to sell property
by an auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer to the nenbers of an
audi ence congregated for the purpose of nmaking bids for the
purchase of the property in an effort by the auctioneer or
apprentice auctioneer to advance the anount of the bids to
obtain the highest or nost favorable offer.

"Auction conmpany." A conpany which, as part of its business,
arranges, manages, sponsors, advertises or carries out auctions.

"Auction house.” An established place of business, including
but not limted to an auction barn, a sale barn and a sale
pavilion, where two or nore auctions are held within any 12-
nmont h period and where representations are regularly nade that
property is sold at auction. The term does not include prem ses
where isol ated sal es are conducted by an aucti oneer or
aucti oneer apprentice and which are used primarily for purposes
ot her than auctions or sales at auction.

"Auctioneer.” A person who sells or offers or attenpts to
sell property at auction. The termincludes any person who hol ds
hi nsel f out as engaged in the business of selling property at
aucti on.

"Board." The State Board of Auctioneer Exam ners in the
Department of State.

"Comm ssioner." The Conm ssioner of Professional and
Cccupational Affairs in the Departnent of State

"Departnent.” The Departnent of State.

19830S0763B0886 - 3 -
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"Licensee.” A person licensed under this act including an
aucti oneer, apprentice auctioneer, holder of a special |icense
and, in the case of an auction house or conpany, the person
required to obtain the license.

"Person.” An individual, partnership, association or
cor porati on.

"Property."” Real and personal property. The term i ncl udes
donestic animals and farm products.

"Qualified auctioneer.”™ A currently licensed auctioneer.
Section 3. Auctioneer and apprentice auctioneer |icenses.

(a) Requirenent for license.--1t is unlawful for any person
to engage in or carry on the profession of auctioneer, to
conduct a sale at auction, to hold hinself out as an aucti oneer
or as an apprentice auctioneer or to offer to conduct sal es at
auction in this Conmonweal th without first obtaining fromthe
board a |license as an aucti oneer or apprentice auctioneer. Any
menber, officer or enployee of a partnership, association or
corporation who attenpts to sell at auction or who is actively
engaged in the auction profession nust have a |license as an
aucti oneer or apprentice auctioneer.

(b) Issuance and supervision of licenses.--1t is the duty of
t he board, upon paynent of the license fees required and upon
conpliance with the requirenents of this act, to issue a |license
as an auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer to individuals or as
an auctioneer to partnerships, associations and corporations who
qual i fy under and conply with this act. The board shal
supervi se and control all licenses issued under this act.

(c) Qualifications in general for license.--Licenses shal
be granted only to persons who have a good reputation for

honesty, truthfulness, integrity and conpetence to transact the
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busi ness of auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer in a nanner as
to safeguard the interest of the public and only after

sati sfactory proof of these qualifications has been presented to
the board as required by regulation.

(d) Qualifications for apprentice auctioneer |license.--To
qualify for an apprentice auctioneer |icense, a person mnmust be
sponsored and enpl oyed for conpensation by a qualified
aucti oneer who enpl oys no nore than one other apprentice
aucti oneer.

(e) Qualifications for auctioneer license.--To qualify for
an auctioneer |icense, a person nust have passed the prescribed
exam nation after having:

(1) served an apprenticeship as a |icensed apprentice
auctioneer for a period of not Iess than two years in the
enpl oy of a qualified auctioneer and participated for
conpensation in no |less than 30 auctions; or

(2) successfully conpleted a prescribed course of study
in auctioneering of at least 20 credit hours at a school
approved by the board.

(f) Qualifications for license reissued after |ong
i nactivity.--Any person to whom an aucti oneer or apprentice
auctioneer |icense has been issued and who has been inactive as
an auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer for a period of seven
years without renewing the license issued to himshall be
required to submt to and pass an exam nation conducted by the
board prior to having a license reissued to him

(g) Designation of auctioneer-of-record.--1f the applicant
for a license is a partnership, association or corporation, then
a menber of the partnership or association or an officer of the

corporation, who is licensed in this Comobnweal th as an
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aucti oneer, nust be designated as the auctioneer-of-record. The
auctioneer-of-record is principally responsible for the conduct
of the auctions of the partnership, association or corporation
in accordance with the this act. A partnership, association or
corporation auctioneer |icense becones invalid if the |license of
t he auctioneer-of-record is not renewed or is suspended or
revoked.

(h) Sales exenpt fromlicense requirenents.--The requirenent
to obtain a |icense under this act does not apply to sal es at
auction in the follow ng circunstances:

(1) To a specified single sale per year conducted by the
owner of property if the owner is not engaged in the business
of selling the property and if the property is owned by the
person in an individual capacity.

(2) To a sale conducted by or on behalf of a charitable
organi zation if the person conducting the sale receives no
conpensati on therefor.

(3) To a sale conducted by or on behalf of a person
appoi nted by judicial order or decree.

(1) Special license to conduct auction.--An auctioneer
authorized to engage in auctioneering in another state shall,
upon application and paynment of the license fee, be issued a
special |icense for each auction conducted by him Applications
must be made 20 days in advance of the sale and mnmust include the
name and address of the consignor or owner of all itens to be
sold. Al applications are subject to approval by the board and
shal |l include proof of authority to engage in auctioneering in
the other state.

Section 4. Status of existing |icensees.

(a) Apprentice auctioneers.--An individual |icensed as an

19830S0763B0886 - 6 -
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apprentice auctioneer on the effective date of this act shal

t hereafter possess the sanme rights and privileges and be subject
to the sanme requirenents pertaining to |licensure as individuals
to whom | icenses as an apprentice aucti oneer are issued under
this act.

(b) Auctioneers.--A person licensed as an auctioneer on the
effective date of this act shall thereafter possess the sane
rights and privileges as persons to whom|licenses as an
auctioneer are issued under this act.

Section 5. Applications for initial and renewal |icenses.

(a) Application for auctioneer license.--Applications for
| icense as an auctioneer shall be made to the board in witing
upon forms provided by the board which shall contain such
information as to the individual or, if the applicant is a
partnershi p, association or corporation, as to its nenbers or
officers as the board requires. If the applicant is an
i ndi vidual, the application shall be signed by that individual.
If the applicant is a partnership or an association, the
application shall be signed by a nmenber. If the applicant is a
corporation, the application shall be signed by an officer. Each
application shall be acconpani ed by two photographs of the
i ndi vi dual applicant or of the nenber or officer of the
partnershi p, association or corporation applicant. An
application by a licensed apprentice auctioneer seeking to
gqualify on the basis of an apprenticeship shall contain or be
acconpani ed by satisfactory evidence that the applicant was in
t he enpl oy of a sponsor for at |east two years and participated
for conpensation in not |less than 30 auctions on the dates and
at the locations provided by the applicant. Upon the filing of

an application, the board shall investigate the allegations
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contained in the application and if, upon investigation, it
finds the allegations untrue, it may refuse to exam ne or
Iicense the applicant or may revoke any |icense issued to the
applicant on the basis of materially untrue all egations
contained in the application for a license. The board shall set
forth in witing its findings and reasons for its refusal or
revocation and furnish a copy to the applicant.

(b) Application for apprentice auctioneer |icense.--
Applications for |icense as an apprentice auctioneer shall be
made to the board in witing upon fornms provided by the board
whi ch shall contain such information as to the applicant as the
board requires. For |icense renewals, the |icensee shall set
forth the period of tinme, if any, during which he was engaged in
t he auction profession, stating the name of his present sponsor
and any former sponsor for the period of five years i mediately
preceding the date of the renewal. If it beconmes necessary to
change sponsors, the apprentice auctioneer nust notify the board
by letter upon the term nation of the sponsorship and submt a
transfer form provided by the board, when a new sponsor is
obt ai ned. An apprentice auctioneer license is invalid when there
iS no sponsoring auctioneer and credit does not accrue during
that time. Alicense will be reissued when the apprentice
auctioneer submts a transfer formwhich inforns the board that
he has secured a new sponsor.

(c) Exam nations.--No person may be issued an aucti oneer
| icense unl ess the person passes an exam nation approved by the
board. The board shall hold exam nations at |ocations, tinmes and
dates prescribed by regul ati on of the board.

(d) Issuance of new license after revocation.--1n the event

the license of an auctioneer or an apprentice auctioneer is
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revoked by the board subsequent to the effective date of this
act, no new |license may be issued to that person until he
conpiles with all the provisions of this act.

(e) Expiration and renewal of license.--All |icenses issued
by the board shall be for a maxi mumterm of two years and shal
expire on the |ast day of February of each odd year. It is the
duty of all persons licensed to practice as an aucti oneer or
apprentice auctioneer or to operate as an auction house or
auction conpany to renew the license biennially with the board
and to pay the license fee for each biennial |icense renewal.
Applications for renewals of |icenses issued under this act
shall be made within 60 days prior to the expiration of the
I'icense upon forns and in the manner provided by the board.
Section 6. License, exam nation and other fees.

(a) General rule.--The lIicense, exam nation and ot her fees
to be paid to the board are as foll ows:

(1) The exam nation fee for an auctioneer |icense shal
be $25 and for an apprentice auctioneer |icense shall be $10.

(2) The fee for the initial |icense and the renewal of
an auctioneer |icense shall be $50 for the specified two-year
termof the license. The fee for the initial license and the
renewal of an apprentice auctioneer license shall be $30 for
the specified two-year termof the |license. There are no
other license fees authorized for the |icenses issued at any
time during the two-year termof the |icense.

(3) The fee for the initial |icense and the renewal of a

Iicense issued to an auction house or auction conpany shal

be $50 for the specified two-year termof the license. There

are no other |icense fees authorized for |icenses issued at

any time during the two-year termof the |icense.
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(4) The fee for a special |license to conduct an auction
shal | be $100.

(5) The fee for the replacenent of a lost or mslaid
license is $5.

(6) For every copy of paper filed with the comm ssi oner
or board in any proceedi ngs before the board, the board may
by regul ation charge a fee not exceedi ng 50¢ per page.

(b) Method of paynent.--The paynent of fees required under
this act may be nmade to the board by personal check.

Section 7. Special licensees to furnish bond.

(a) General rule.--A bond in the penal sum of $5,000, or in
an armount the board by regulation prescribes fromtinme to tine,
shal | acconpany every application for a special license. The
bond shall be executed by a surety conmpany authorized by the
laws of this Commonwealth to transact business in this
Commonweal t h. The bond shall be for the use of the Conmmobnweal t h
and for any person or persons who may have a cause of action
agai nst a licensee arising under this act.

(b) Conditions of bond.--The conditions of the bond shall be
that the licensee will conply with and abi de by the provisions
of this act and will pay to the Commonweal th, the board or any
person or persons any and all noney that may cone due to the
Commonweal th, the board or the person or persons froma |icensee
under and by virtue of this act.

(c) Action on bond.--1f any person is aggrieved by the
m sconduct of any special |icensee and recovers judgnment agai nst
the licensee therefor, the person nay on any execution issued
under the judgnent maintain an action upon the bond of the
licensee in any court having jurisdiction of the amount cl ai ned.

Section 8. Authority to transact business not transferable.

19830S0763B0886 - 10 -
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The authority to transact business as an aucti oneer,
apprentice auctioneer, auction house or auction conpany under a
license issued by the board is restricted to the person naned in
the license and may not be transferred to the benefit of any
ot her person. A partnership, association or corporation |icensed
under this act is only permtted to transact auction business
t hrough a nenber, officer or enployee who is licensed under this
act .

Section 9. Auction house |icense.

(a) Requirenent for license.--Every person, except an
i ndi vidual who is licensed as an auctioneer, shall before
operating an auction house obtain a |icense fromthe board to
operate the auction house. Every partnership, association or
corporation nust obtain a |license even though a nenber or
officer is |icensed as an aucti oneer.

(b) Application for license.--Every person seeking a license
to operate an auction house shall file with the board an
application in witing upon fornms provided by the board which
shal |l contain such information as to the individual or, if the
applicant is a partnership, association or corporation, as to
the nenbers or officers as the board requires. A person nust
file a separate application for each auction house to be
operated. The application shall be acconpanied by the |icense
fee and surety bond required by this act.

(c) Investigation and refusal of license.--Upon the filing
of an application, the board shall investigate the allegations
contained in the application and, if upon investigation it finds
the allegations untrue, it may refuse to |icense the applicant
to operate an auction house.

(d) Information fromauctioneer.--A |licensed auctioneer, who

19830S0763B0886 - 11 -
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al so operates an auction house, shall notify the board in
witing of the address of each auction house operated by himand
of the trade or business nane by which each auction house is
known. The auctioneer shall notify the board in witing if the
operation of the auction house is discontinued or if the name or
| ocati on of the auction house is changed.

Section 10. Auction conpany |icense.

(a) Requirenent for license.--Every person, except an
i ndi vidual who is |licensed as an auctioneer or an individual who
is licensed to operate an auction house, shall before operating
an auction conpany obtain a license fromthe board to operate
t he auction conpany. Every partnership, association or
corporation nust obtain a |license even though a nenber or
officer is |icensed as an aucti oneer.

(b) Application for license.--Every person seeking a license
to operate an auction conpany shall file with the board an
application in witing upon fornms provided by the board which
shal |l contain such information as to the individual or, if the
applicant is a partnership, association or corporation, as to
the nenbers or officers as the board requires. Each application
shall be acconpani ed by the |license fee and surety bond required
by this act.

(c) Investigation and refusal of license.--Upon the filing
of an application, the board shall investigate the allegations
contained in the application and, if upon investigation it finds
the allegations untrue, it may refuse to |icense the applicant
to operate an auction conpany.

(d) Information from auctioneer or auction house.--A
| i censed auctioneer or an individual licensed to operate an

aucti on house, who al so operates an auction conpany, shal
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notify the board in witing that he is operating an auction
conpany and shall specify the trade or business nanme and the
address of the principal place of business of each auction
conpany whi ch he operates. The individual who is |icensed as an
auctioneer or to operate as an auction house shall notify the
board in witing if the operation of the auction conpany is

di scontinued or if the nane or | ocation of the auction conpany
i s changed.

Section 11. Nonresident |icensees.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A nonresident of this Commonweal th may be
Iicensed as an auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer or to operate
an auction house or auction conpany upon conplying with all the
provi sions and conditions of this act required of residents of
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(b) Waiver of certain requirenents.--The board nmay wai ve the
requi renent for serving an apprenticeship or conpleting a course
of study in auctioneering if the nonresident was:

(1) Ilicensed by another state for at |east two years; or
(2) established in the business of auctioneering for at

| east two years and, in the case of states that do not

require a license, the board reviews the application to

determ ne the qualifications of the applicant.

(c) Limtation on type of property sold.--The nonresident
aucti oneer or apprentice auctioneer is only permtted to sell at
auction in this Commonweal th what ever property the Iaws of his
state permt nonresident auctioneers and apprentice auctioneers
to sell at auction.

(d) Ineligibility to sponsor apprentices.--A nonresident
auctioneer is not a qualified auctioneer for the purpose of

sponsori ng or enploying an apprentice aucti oneer.

19830S0763B0886 - 13 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Section 12. Reciprocity with other states.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A nonresident of this Commonweal th who
applies for a |icense as an auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer
may be granted a license for which he applies if he is |icensed
as an auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer by the proper
authority of the state of his domcile upon the paynent by the
applicant of the proper license fee and the filing with the
board of a properly certified copy of the |icense issued to the
applicant by the state of his domcile subject to the foll ow ng
[imtations:

(1) The auctioneer licensing |laws of the nonresident
state nust extend to |icensed auctioneers and apprentice
auctioneers of this Commonweal th the sanme rights and
privileges and the sanme authority to conduct auction sales in
that state as this act extends to nonresidents of this
Commonweal th wi t hout the necessity of the licensed
auctioneers and apprentice auctioneers of this Commonweal th
to obtain additional or further |icenses or authority from
any political subdivision of that state to conduct an auction
sal e.

(2) The nonresident auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer
is only permtted to sell at auction in this Comonweal t h
what ever property the laws of his state permt nonresident
auctioneers and apprentice auctioneers to sell at auction.

(b) Bond.--The bond required by this act shall acconpany the
appl i cation.

(c) Change of nonresident status.--The novenent from anot her
state or jurisdiction to domcile in this Comobnweal th
elimnates the possibility of reciprocal licensing set forth in

this section and the individual nust qualify for a |license under
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terms of this act which are applicable to residents of this
Conmonweal t h.
Section 13. Licensee to furnish bond.

(a) General rule.--An auctioneer, apprentice auctioneer,
auction conpany or auction house license shall not be granted or
i ssued to any individual, partnership, association or
corporation until the applicant has filed with the board an
approved bond payable to the Commonwealth in the anmount of
$5,000 or in an anobunt as the board by regul ation prescri bes.
The bond shall be executed by a surety conpany authorized by the
laws of this Commonweal th to transact business in this
Commonweal th. The bond shall be for the use of the Conmonweal t h
and for any person or persons who may have a cause of action
agai nst a |licensee under this act.

(b) Conditions of bond.--The condition of the bond shall be
that the licensee will conply with and abi de by the provisions
of this act and will pay to the Commonweal th, the board or any
person or persons any and all noney that may cone due the
Commonweal th, the board or the person or persons froma |icensee
under and by virtue of this act.

(c) Action on bond.--1f any person is aggrieved by the
m sconduct of any |icensee and recovers judgnent agai nst the
licensee therefor, the person may on any execution issued under
t he judgnent maintain an action upon the bond of the licensee in
any court having jurisdiction of the anobunt cl ai nmed.

Section 14. No other license required.

No political subdivision of this Conmonwealth shall have the
power or authority to levy or collect any |icense tax or fee
which is either a regulatory or a revenue neasure upon or from

any auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer |icensed under this act
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nor to require any auctioneer or apprentice auctioneer to be
licensed by the political subdivision in order to carry on the
busi ness of auctioneer or to conduct a sale at auction.
Section 15. List of |icensees.

The board shall maintain a current list of the individuals,
partnershi ps, associations and corporations |icensed by the
board. The list shall be open to public inspection during the
busi ness hours of the department. Copies of the list are to be
avai l able to the public at cost.

Section 16. Records of sales.

(a) General rule.--Every auctioneer, whether acting in his
own behal f or as the officer, agent or representative of
anot her, after the recei pt or acceptance by himof any property
for sale at auction, shall maintain a witten record which shal
contain the follow ng information:

(1) The nane and address of the person who enpl oyed him
to conduct the sale at auction and of the owner, the owner's
aut hori zed agent or consignor of the property to be sold at
aucti on.

(2) A copy of the witten contract authorizing the sale
at auction containing the terns and conditions of the
auctioneer's enploynent or a copy of the receiving invoice.

(3) Awitten record of the sale at auction.

(b) Inspection of records.--The records referred to in
subsection (a) shall be open at all reasonable tinmes for
i nspection by the board or any person who is authorized in
witing for that purpose by the board and who exhibits the
witten authorization to the auctioneer before making an
i nspection. This subsection applies only if a conplaint agai nst

t he aucti oneer has been filed with the board and the identity of
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the conpl ainant is disclosed to the auctioneer.

(c) Retention of records.--The witten records shall be kept
on file in the office of the auctioneer for a period of at |east
two years and, if the auctioneer is notified of a conpl aint
agai nst him the records shall be maintained by the auctioneer
until the conplaint is finally resol ved.

Section 17. Contracts for conduct of sale.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Prior to conducting an auction sale, an
auctioneer shall enter into a witten contract in duplicate with
t he owner or consignor of the property to be sold, containing
the ternms and conditions upon which the |licensee agrees to
conduct the auction sale. The contracts shall be kept on file in
the office of the auctioneer and shall be open to inspection as
provided in this act. It is unlawmful for a person to advertise
an auction or sale at auction without including in the
adverti senent or notice of sale the nane and |icense nunber of
t he aucti oneer, auction house or auction conpany conducting the
sal e.

(b) Penalty.--A person who violates subsection (a) comrts a
summary of fense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay
a fine not less than $50.

Section 18. Display of licenses.

(a) General rule.--Every individual, partnership,
association or corporation |icensed as an aucti oneer under this
act shall promnently display the license certificate in their
of fice and the current renewal card or any facsimle thereof
shall be shown on demand of any person at all sales at auction
conducted by any |icensee.

(b) Apprentice auctioneers.--All auctioneers shal

prom nently display in their office the |license certificate of
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any apprentice auctioneer enployed by themand the current
renewal card or any facsimle thereof of any apprentice
aucti oneer enployed by them shall be avail able on demand at any
sale in which an apprentice is enployed. A license issued to an
apprentice auctioneer shall designate his sponsor by nane.
Pronpt notice in witing within ten days shall be given to the
board by the apprentice auctioneer of any change of sponsor and
of the name of the new sponsor into whose service the apprentice
auctioneer is about to enter or has entered. A new |license shal
be issued without charge by the board to the apprentice
auctioneer for the unexpired termof the original |license. The
new sponsor shall be a qualified auctioneer. The change of
sponsor or enploynent by any |licensed apprentice auctioneer
wi thout notice to the board shall automatically cancel the
license issued to him It is the duty of the sponsor naned in
the license to notify the board within ten days of any change in
status of an apprentice licensed under him It is unlawful for
an apprentice auctioneer to pay conpensation to an aucti oneer
for the sole purpose of listing the apprentice as an enpl oyee.

(c) Suspension or revocation of |icense for violation.--The
violation of this section by any |licensee is sufficient cause
for the suspension or revocation of his license at the
di scretion of the board after a hearing in accordance with this
act .
Section 19. Confidentiality of information.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Neither the board nor the comm ssioner or
a representative, clerk or other enployee of the board shall,
directly or indirectly, willfully exhibit, publish, divulge or
make known to any person or persons any record, report,

statement, letter or any other matter, fact or thing contained
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anong the papers, docunents or records of the board, or
ascertain fromany of themor fromany investigation or
proceedi ngs made or held by or before the board or any of its
menbers or the conmm ssioner or secretary or a representative,
except :

(1) In the manner expressly authorized by this act.

(2) In accordance with the laws of this Comobnweal th
dealing with the public's right to access to Conmonweal t h
records.

(3) Wen the production of any information in a
proceeding in any court is duly required by subpoena issued
by special order of the court or other regular process.

(b) Final rulings or decisions.--This section does not apply
to any final ruling or decision of the board, with the record
relative thereto and upon which the ruling or decision was
founded, made and entered after investigation and hearing. The
records shall, imrediately upon the entry of any final ruling or
deci si on, becone public records of the board subject to
i nspection by any person interested.

(c) Penalty.--A person who violates this section commts a
m sdeneanor of the third degree and shall, upon conviction, be
sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding $1, 000.

Section 20. Revocation or suspension of license for violation
by enpl oyee.

A violation of this act by an apprentice auctioneer or other
enpl oyee of a |icensed auctioneer shall not be grounds for the
revocation or suspension of the license of the sponsor of the
apprentice auctioneer or enployee unless it appears at the
heari ng that the sponsor had know edge of the violation. A

course of dealing shown to have been consistently foll owed by an
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1 apprentice auctioneer or enployee constitutes prima facie

2 evidence of know edge upon the part of the sponsor.

3 Section 21. Investigations and enforcenent actions.

4 (a) GCeneral rule.--The board may, upon its own notion, and
5 shall, pronptly upon the verified conplaint in witing of any

6 person setting forth specifically the wongful act or acts

7 conplained of, investigate any action or business transaction of
8 any person |icensed by the board and may tenporarily suspend or
9 permanently revoke |licenses issued by the board or inpose a

10 civil penalty not exceeding $500 at any tinme when, after due

11 proceedings provided in this act, it finds the holder to have
12 been guilty in the performance or attenpt to performany of the
13 acts prohibited to others than |icensees under this act as

14 fol |l ows:

15 (1) Know ngly meking any substantial m srepresentation.
16 (2) Know ngly maeking any fal se prom se of a character
17 likely to influence, persuade or induce.

18 (3) A continued or flagrant course of m srepresentation
19 or making fal se prom ses through agents.
20 (4) Wthin five years prior to the issuance of the
21 license then in force, conviction in a court of conpetent
22 jurisdiction of this or any other state of forgery,
23 enbezzl enment, obtaining noney under false pretenses,
24 extortion, conspiracy to defraud or other Iike offense or
25 of f enses.
26 (5) Any failure to account for or to pay over noneys
27 bel ongi ng to others which have cone into his or its
28 possession arising out of a sales transaction within a
29 reasonabl e ti ne.
30 (6) Any msleading or untruthful adverti sing.
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(7) Any act or conduct in connection with a sales
transacti on whi ch denonstrates inconpetency, bad faith or

di shonesty.

(8) Knowi ngly using fal se bidders, cappers or puffers.
(9) Violating any of the provisions of this act.

(10) Violating any regul ation of the board.

(11) Having his license to engage in the auction

pr of essi on revoked or suspended or having other disciplinary

action taken or his application for |icensure refused,

revoked or suspended by the proper licensing authority of
anot her state.

(b) Notice of charges.--Before refusing, suspending or
revoki ng any license, the board shall, in witing, notify the
applicant or licensee of the charges against him acconpanyi ng
the notice with a copy of the conplaint filed, if any, and the
board shall accord the applicant or |icensee anple opportunity
to be heard in person or by counsel.

Section 22. Hearing on charges.

(a) GCeneral rule.--I1f the applicant or |icensee desires, the
board shall grant a hearing upon the charges to be held on not
| ess than ten days' prior witten notice to the applicant or
licensee. At the hearing, the applicant or |icensee may exam ne,
either in person or by counsel, any and all persons conpl ai ni ng
agai nst himand as well all other w tnesses whose testinony is
relied upon to substantiate the charges nade. He shall al so be
entitled to present any evidence, oral and witten, as he sees
fit and as may be pertinent to the inquiry. The hearings may be
hel d by the board, or any nmenber thereof, or by any other person
aut hori zed by the board for that purpose in any particul ar case,

and they shall be held in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, or at any
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ot her place as the board nmay direct. At the hearings, al

wi t nesses shall be sworn by the authorized representative before
whom t he hearing is held and stenographic notes of the
proceedi ngs shall be taken and filed as part of the record in

t he case.

(b) Report of hearing officer.--1f the hearing is held by a
menber of the board or by a person authorized by the board, a
witten report of the hearing shall be nade to the board.

(c) Action on report of hearing officer.--The board may
adopt the findings in the report or may, with or wthout
additional testinony, either return the report for any further
consi deration the board deens necessary or nake additional or
ot her findings of fact on the basis of all the legally probative
evidence in the record and enter its findings of fact and
concl usions of |law and order in accordance with the requirenents
for the issuance of an adjudication under Title 2 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol idated Statutes (relating to adm nistrative
| aw and procedure).

Section 23. Administration and enforcenent.

The board shall adm nister and enforce this act.
Section 24. Injunctive relief.

The board nmay authorize its agents to nmake application to the
appropriate court for an order enjoining the acts or practices
whi ch constitute or will constitute a violation of this act.
Section 25. Records of courts to be evidence before board.

In proceedi ngs before the board and in all proceedi ngs upon
appeal fromany of its decisions, the record, or a duly
certified or exenplified copy, in any proceedings at law or in
equity in any court of conpetent jurisdiction in this or any

other state in which the applicant or |icensee charged or under
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i nvestigation was a party shall be adm ssible where the issue of
fact involved in the proceedings are pertinent to the inquiry
before the board. The verdict of the jury or judgnent of the
court in any action at |aw or the decree of the court in any
proceeding in equity shall be prina facie as to the facts at

i ssue in the proceedi ngs and necessarily adjudicated therein.
The verdict of the jury in any crimnal prosecution in a court
of record in this or any other state in which the applicant or

| i censee charged was the defendant shall be conclusive as to the
facts charged and at issue in the prosecution.

Section 26. Revocation or suspension of |icense.

(a) Revocation or suspension of |icense for commtting
crinme.--Were, during the termof any |icense issued by the
board, the licensee is convicted in a court of conpetent
jurisdiction in this or any other state of forgery,
enbezzl enment, obtaining noney under false pretenses, extortion,
crimnal conspiracy to defraud or other Iike offense and a duly
certified or exenplified copy of the record in the proceeding is
filed with the board, the board nay revoke or suspend the
license issued to the licensee.

(b) Suspension of license pending trial of crine.--1n the
event any licensee is indicted in this or any other state of
forgery, enbezzl enent, obtaining noney under false pretenses,
extortion, crimnal conspiracy to defraud or other offense or
of fenses and a certified copy of the indictnent is filed with
t he board or other proper evidence is given to it, the board
may, in its discretion, suspend the |license issued to the
i censee pending trial of the charges.

(c) Revocation of license of entity for violation by nmenber

or officer.--1n the event of the revocation or suspension of the
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license issued to any nenber of a partnership or to any officer
of an association or corporation, the |icense issued to the
partnershi p, association or corporation shall be revoked by the
board unless, within a tine fixed by the board, the connection
of the menber of the partnership is severed and his interest in
the partnership and his share in its activities brought to an
end or the officer of the association or corporation is
di scharged and has no further participation in its activities.
Section 27. |Issuance of new |icense pending investigation and
deci si on.

Pendi ng an investigation or proceeding before the board
affecting any |icensee and pendi ng final decision upon any
appeal taken by a licensee fromthe ruling of the board, no new
license may be issued to a |licensee or to a partnership of which
he is a nmenber or enployee or to an association or corporation
of which he is an officer or enployee except for the period of
the investigation or proceeding and subject to the action of the
boar d.

Section 28. |Issuance of new |license after revocation.

After the revocation of any |license, no new |license may be
issued to the sane licensee within a period of at |east one year
fromthe date of the revocation nor, except in the sole
di scretion of the board and subject to the conditions of this
act, at any tine thereafter.

Section 29. Penalties.

Any individual, partnership, association or corporation who
engages in or carries on the profession or acts in the capacity
of an auctioneer, apprentice auctioneer, auction house or
auction conpany in this Commonweal th without a current |icense

or who enpl oys any person without a current |icense as an
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apprentice auctioneer:

(1) For a first offense, commts a summary of fense and
shal |, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine not
exceedi ng $500 or to inprisonment not exceeding three nonths,
or bot h.

(2) For a second or subsequent offense, comrts a
m sdeneanor of the third degree and shall, upon conviction,
be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess than $2,000 but not
nore than $5,000 or to inprisonnent for not |ess than one
year but not nore than two years, or both.

Section 30. Wtnesses and docunentary evi dence.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The board and each of its authorized
representatives and any special representative appointed by it
to hold a hearing in any particular case may require the
attendance of w tnesses and the production of books and papers.

(b) Service of process.--1n any hearing, the process issued
by the board shall extend to all parts of this Comonweal th and
the process nay be served either in the manner that subpoenas in
the court of common pleas are served or by any person designated
by the board for that purpose. The person serving the process
shal |l receive such conpensation as may be all owed by the board
not to exceed the fee prescribed by law for simlar services in
the court of common pleas and the fees shall be paid in the sane
manner as provided in this act for the fees of w tnesses
subpoenaed at the instance of the board.

(c) Wtness fees and mleage.--All wtnesses who are
subpoenaed and who appear in any proceedi ng before the board
shall receive the sane fees and nmil|leage allowed by law to
Wi tnesses in the court of conmon pleas, which anmount shall be

paid by the party at whose instance the subpoena was issued or
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upon whose behalf the w tness has been called. Wen any wi tness,
who has not been subpoenaed at the instance any party to the
proceedi ng, i s subpoenaed at the instance of the board, the fees
and mleage of the witness shall be paid fromthe funds
appropriated to the use of the board in the same nmanner as ot her
expenses of the board are paid.

(d) Enforcenent of subpoenas.--Where, in any proceeding
before the board, any witness fails or refuses to attend upon
subpoena i ssued by the board or any of its representatives or,
appearing, refuses to testify or produce any books and papers
t he production of which is required by the subpoena, the
attendance of the witness, the giving of testinony and the
production of the books and papers required shall be enforced by
any court.

Section 31. Actions by unlicensed persons prohibited.

No action or proceeding nay be instituted and no recovery may
be had in any court of this Commonweal th by any i ndividual,
partnershi p, association or corporation for conpensation for any
act done or services rendered the doing or rendering of which is
prohi bited under this act to other than persons |licensed by the
board unl ess the individual, partnership, association or
corporation was |icensed at the tine of doing the act or
renderi ng of service.

Section 32. Rules and regul ati ons.

The board nay adopt rules and regul ati ons necessary for the
proper adm nistration and enforcenent of this act.
Section 33. Disposition of fees and fi nes.

Al fees paid to the board and all fines collected for
violations of this act shall be paid into the State Treasury for

the use of the board to aid in the adm nistrati on and
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enforcenment of this act.
Section 34. Repeals.

(a) Absolute repeal.--The act of Septenber 29, 1961
(P.L.1745, No.708), known as The Auctioneers' License Act, is
r epeal ed.

(b) Inconsistent repeals.--The follow ng acts or parts of
acts are repealed insofar as they are inconsistent with this
act :

Section 812.1 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
known as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929.

Act of July 1, 1978 (P.L.700, No.124), known as the Bureau of
Prof essi onal and Occupational Affairs Fee Act.

(c) GCeneral repeal.--Al other acts or parts of acts are
repeal ed insofar as they are inconsistent with this act.
Section 35. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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