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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 279 5

| NTRODUCED BY O CONNELL, SINGEL, SNYDER, HELFRI CK, REI BMAN AND
ANDREZESKI , FEBRUARY 15, 1983

REFERRED TO GAME AND FI SHERI ES, FEBRUARY 15, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225, No.316), entitled

"An act concerning gane and other wild birds and wild

ani mal s; and anendi ng, revising, consolidating, and changi ng

the law relating thereto,” further providing nenagerie

permts for educational purposes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 417 of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1225,
No. 316), known as The Gane Law, anended March 13, 1982 (P.L. 185,
No. 60), is anmended to read:

Section 417. Permts for Menageries.--(a) The comm ssion
may grant permts for nmenageries which are hereby defined as any
pl ace where one or nore wild birds or wild aninmals or one or
nore birds or animals which have simlar characteristics and
appearance of birds or animals wild by nature are kept in
captivity for the evident purpose of exhibition with or wthout

char ge.

(b) The director may i ssue a nenagerie pernit to any person

for the exclusive purpose of displaying wildlife native to
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Pennsyl vani a for educati onal purposes which permt shall be

i ssued free of charge. The phrase "educati onal purposes" shal

mean di spl ays by or for public or private schools, sportsnen's

organi zati ons, Boy Scout Troops, G rl Scout Troops, conservation

canps and schools or any other organi zati on deenmed appropri ate

by the director.

(c) The term "nenagerie" shall not include the exhibition of
any wild bird or wild animal in any public zool ogi cal garden,
whi ch recei ves governnment grants or appropriations or by any
nationally recogni zed circus. Any sportsnen's club or
organi zati on i ncorporated under the |aws of this Commonweal th
may sponsor and conduct a nenagerie at an annual county fair and
under such circunstances the nenagerie permt shall be issued
free of charge. The term"wildlife" as used in this section
shall nean any wild bird or wild animal or any bird or ani nal
having simlar characteristics and appearance of a bird or
animal wild by nature as distinguished fromthe common donestic
birds or animals, whether or not such birds or animals were bred
or reared in captivity.

(d) No permt shall be granted by the comm ssion until it is
satisfied that the provisions for housing and caring for such
wildlife, and for protecting the public, are proper and
adequate, and in accordance with the standard therefor
establ i shed by the comm ssion.

(e) The conmi ssion shall adopt and enforce rul es and
regul ations for the housing, care, treatnent, feeding,
sani tation, purchase and disposal of wildlife kept in
nmenageries, and for the protection of the public frominjury by
such wildlife.

(f) It is unlawful for any person, firm association or
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corporation to keep any wildlife in captivity, for public
exhibition or to have any wildlife in custody or control for
such purpose, without first securing a nenagerie permt issued
by the conm ssion.

(g) It shall be unlawful for the holder of a nenagerie
permt to violate any of the provisions of this act or rules and
regul ati ons adopted thereunder by the comm ssion or to rel ease

any wildlife into the wild. In addition to the cash penalties
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herei nafter provided, the director of the conm ssion nmay, for
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violating any of the provisions of this section or rules and
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regul ati ons adopted thereunder, revoke or suspend any nenagerie
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permt and order the disposal of any wildlife held.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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