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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 288 %

I NTRODUCED BY WACHOB, NOVEMBER 28, 1984

ADOPTED, NOVEMBER 28, 1984
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Governor to appoint a comrittee to study
prograns operated for the placenent of delinquent and
dependent chil dren.
WHEREAS, On Saturday, Septenber 15, 1984, a 17-year-old boy
was killed while running away from a program operated by
Vi si onQuest; and
WHEREAS, This boy was placed in the care of VisionQuest by
the court of common pl eas of Allegheny County; and
WHEREAS, In the past four years, six children from
Pennsyl vani a di ed whil e under the care and custody of
Vi si onQuest ; and
WHEREAS, The Departnent of Public Welfare is responsible for
licensing and regul ating prograns for dependent and del i nquent
children; and
WHEREAS, On COctober 12, 1982, the Departnment of Public
Wl fare proposed changes and revisions in regulations relating

to facilities and prograns for children; and

WHEREAS, Juvenile court judges, child care workers and
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citizens of our Conmonweal th have questioned why current
regul ati ons and the Department of Public Wl fare could not
prevent these tragedies; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the General Assenbly nenorialize the Governor
to appoint a commttee conprised of judges, concerned citizens,
State officials and other professionals to study the program
operated by VisionQuest and ot her prograns operated for the
pl acenent of delinquent and dependent children and the ability
of such prograns to provi de adequately for the health, safety
and care of the children in their custody; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee reports its findings to the
Governor and CGeneral Assenbly in six nonths; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Departnment of Public Welfare delay in
pronmul gati ng new regul ations relating to m ni num standards for
residential placenment of children and youth until the findings

of the special commttee are nade.
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