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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 241 55

| NTRODUCED BY PETRARCA, SALOOM COLAFELLA, LAUGHLI N, CEl ST,
PH LLI PS, BELFANTI AND WOGAN, JUNE 13, 1984

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON RULES, JUNE 14, 1984
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A RESOLUTI ON
Urging the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania to rescind its order of
May 24, 1984, No. 48 anendi ng Pennsyl vania Rul e of Judici al
Adm ni stration, No. 102.
WHEREAS, The Suprene Court, by order of My 24, 1984,
effective imedi ately, amended its Pennsylvania Rule of Judicial

Adm ni stration No. 102 to abrogate usage of the term"justice of

the peace,” "district justice," "office of justice of the

peace, " "office of district justice," or "district court” and to
direct the usage of the term"district magistrate” or
"magi sterial court” henceforth. It provides that in any | aw,
rule or official report, a reference to justice of the peace or
district justice is to be deened a reference to district
magi strate; and

WHEREAS, The Constitution of Pennsyl vani a desi gnates nenbers
of the mnor judiciary as justices of the peace; and

WHEREAS, The statutory | aw of the Commonwealth refers to

these judicial officers as justices of the peace and district

justices; and
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WHEREAS, Literal conpliance with the order anendi ng these
Rul es of Judicial Administration will entail sizable
expenditures by the Cormonwealth and its county governnents to
purchase retitled synbols and docunents required by the m nor
judiciary to conduct official business, expenditures which are
wi t hout apparent benefit to the people of the Commonwealth or to
the adm ni stration of justice; and

VHEREAS, The variation in nonmencl ature between the
designations set forth in the Constitutional and statutory |aw
and the designation created by order of court has created
substantial confusion and concern; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of Pennsyl vania
her eby urges the Suprene Court to reconsider and rescind its
order of May 24, 1984, No. 48, anendi ng Pennsylvania Rul e of
Judi cial Adm nistration No. 102; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be directed to the

Chi ef Justice and each Justice of the Suprene Court.
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