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AN ACT

Establi shing a programw thin the Departnent of Commerce to
provi de funds to engi neering degree-granting schools to
assist in the acquisition of new engi neering equi pnment or the
upgradi ng of existing engineering equi pnment that is necessary
to provide students with the courses required to obtain a
degree in engi neering; and nmaking a nonl apsing appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Engi neering

School Equi pnent Act.

Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
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context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Board." The Board of the Ben Franklin Partnership Fund
provided for in section 448(n) of the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Commerce.

"Engi neeri ng degree-granting school.” An institution of
hi gher education which offers curriculumin engineering or
engi neering technol ogy which has been approved by the
Accreditation Board of Engi neering and Technol ogy (ABET) and is
recogni zed as such by the State Registration Board for
Pr of essi onal Engi neers.

"Equi prent. " Basic instructional equi pment of an engi neering
nature used in the teaching of undergraduate or graduate
engi neering or engineering technol ogy.

"Ful | -time equival ent engineering student.” The enroll nment
i n baccal aureate and graduate prograns of engineering schools
expressed in terns of full-tinme students as determ ned by the
Depart ment of Educati on.

Section 3. Engineering equipnent acquisition and upgrade.

(a) Program--There is established within the departnent a
programto provide funds to engi neering degree-granting school s.
The program shall be adm nistered by the board. Funds provided
t hrough this program shall be used exclusively for the
acqui sition of new engi neering equi pnent and the upgradi ng of
exi sting engi neering equi pnment that is necessary to provide
students with the courses required to obtain a baccal aureate or
graduat e engi neering degree. The board shall:

(1) Promul gate such policies, devel op such forns and
institute such procedures as nmay be necessary to inplenment

this act.
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(2) Allocate to each engineering school the funds to
which it is entitled under this act.

(3) Approve or disapprove any request for expenditures
for the purchase or upgradi ng of equipnent.

(4) Require such information and records from each

engi neering school as it deens necessary.

(5) Request the Departnment of Education to certify to
the board the full-tinme equival ent enrol |l nent of

baccal aureat e and graduat e engi neering students at each

engi neering school in the nost recent year for which data are

avai | abl e.

(b) Allocation of funds.--The funds provided for in this act
shall be allocated by the board to the engi neering degree-
granting schools based on the ratio of full-time equival ent
students enrolled in baccal aureate and graduat e engi neering
prograns at each school to the total nunber of full-tine
equi val ent under graduate and graduate engi neering students in
t he Commonweal t h.

(c) Expenditure of funds.--All funds allocated to
engi neering degree granting schools shall be expended only for
equi pnent. No engi neering school shall expend allocated funds on
equi pnent unless it al so expends funds obtained fromprivate
sources on that equipnent. At |east $3 of private funds shall be
requi red for each $1 of funds fromthis program Funds all ocated
under this act shall not be used to supplant existing Federal or
State funds for the acquisition or upgrading of engi neering
equi pnment .

(d) Distribution of unused funds.--Any allocated funds which
have not been expended consistent with subsection (c) by June

30, 1986, shall be available for redistribution by the board.
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Section 4. Indicators of programinpact.

The departnent shall report to the General Assenbly by June
30, 1987, on the inpact of the program including the types of
equi pnrent funded and the anmount of private sector matching funds
generated. All recipients of funds under this act shall provide
i nformati on requested by the departnent for the purposes of this
report.

Section 5. Appropriation.

The sum of $3, 000,000 is appropriated fromthe Pennsyl vani a
Econom ¢ Recovery Fund to the Ben Franklin Partnership Fund for
grants to engi neering degree-granting schools for acquiring and
upgr adi ng engi neering equi pnent and for administration of this
program This appropriation shall be a continuing appropriation
and shall not | apse at the end of the fiscal year.

Section 6. Expiration.

This act shall expire June 30, 1987, unl ess extended by
statute.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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