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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2290 =%
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JUNE 13, 1984
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AN ACT

Establ i shing a programw thin the Departnment of Education for
the acquisition of new vocational -techni cal equipnment and the
upgradi ng of existing vocational -technical equipnment that is
necessary to provi de secondary, postsecondary and adult
students with rel evant occupational training; providing for
al l ocations and grants of noney; and maki ng a nonl apsi ng
appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Updating of

Vocat i onal - Techni cal Equi pnent Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal



1 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the

2 context clearly indicates otherw se:

3 "Departnment.” The Departnent of Educati on.

4 "Enrollment."” Secondary and adult enrollnents collected

5 through the Vocational Education Managenment |nformation System
6 "Equi valent full-time students.™ Equivalent full-tine

7 students enrolled in twd-year or |ess than two-year term nal

8 non-liberal arts progranms as set forth in the act of August 24,
9 1963 (P.L.1132, No.484), known as the Community Col |l ege Act of
10 1963.

11 "Private industry council.” The private industry councils
12 established under the Federal Job Training Partnership Act

13 (Public Law 97-300, 29 U S.C. 8§ 1501, et seq.).

14 "Secretary."” The Secretary of Education.

15 Section 3. Acquisition and upgradi ng of vocational -techni cal
16 equi pnment .

17 (a) Program--There is established within the departnent a
18 programto provide funds directly to school districts, area

19 vocational -technical schools and conmunity coll eges for the
20 acquisition and upgradi ng of vocational -technical equi prment. The
21 programshall provide funds to be used exclusively for the
22 purchase or |ease of new vocational -techni cal equipnment and the
23 upgradi ng of existing vocational -technical equipnment that is
24 necessary to offer vocational -technical courses or progranms to
25 secondary, postsecondary and adult students that provide skills
26 needed in the | abor market.
27 (b) Funds available to school districts and regional
28 vocational -technical schools.--O the total funds avail abl e,
29 school districts and area vocational -techni cal schools shall be

30 granted 55%to acquire or |ease new equi pnent or to upgrade
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exi sting equi pnent necessary to provide occupationally rel ated
vocational -techni cal courses to secondary and adult students.
The departnent shall conpute the grants for each school district
or area vocational -techni cal school using the grant formul a
provided in section 5(a).

(c) Funds available to community colleges.--OF the total
funds avail able, conmunity coll eges shall be granted 45%to
acqui re new equi prment or to upgrade existing equi pment necessary
to provide courses to students enrolled in two-year or |ess than
two-year termnal non-liberal arts prograns. The depart nment
shall conpute the grants for each community coll ege using the
grant formula provided in section 5(b).

Section 4. Receipt of funds.

(a) Allocation approval requirenments.--Before the departnent
all ocates any of the funds, it shall require the appropriate
school district, area vocational-technical school or community
col |l ege to docunent that:

(1) The courses to be provided with the equipnment wll
provi de students with occupational skills in demand in the
| abor market .

(2) The funds will be expended only for equipnent.

(3) The funds shall not be used to supplant existing
Federal, State and | ocal funds used for equi prment acquisition
and upgradi ng by reporting the average annual expenditures
for vocational -technical equipnent for the fiscal years 1981-
1982, 1982-1983 and 1983-1984, and by certifying that the
aver age annual expenditures from funds other than those
appropriated by this act for the fiscal years 1984- 1985,
1985-1986 and 1986- 1987 equal or exceed the average annual
expenditures for the fiscal years 1981-1982, 1982-1983 and
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1983-1984.

(4) The funds will not be used as matching funds for any
ot her State program
(5) The equipnent relates to the needs of the | abor

mar ket .

Further, the departnment shall not allocate any of the entitled
funds until it receives coments fromthe appropriate private
i ndustry council.

(b) Private industry council review. --Docunentation provided
to the departnment pursuant to subsection (a) shall be provided
by the school district, area vocational -technical school or
community college to the private industry council in the
geographical area in which the school district, area vocational -
techni cal school or community college is |ocated or serves. It
shall be the responsibility of the private industry council to
review t he proposed acquisition or | ease of new equi pnent or
upgradi ng of existing equi pnent and submt to the departnment
within 90 days fromthe date it receives the docunentation its
comments on the appropriateness of the proposed equi pnent pl ans
in light of |abor nmarket needs and ot her existing or planned
trai ni ng prograrns.

Section 5. Gant formula.

(a) Formula for school districts and regi onal vocational -

t echni cal school s.--Each school district and area vocati onal -
techni cal school shall receive a portion of the funds provided
pursuant to section 3(b), which shall be determ ned by dividing
t he nunber of enrollnments for the school district or area
vocational -techni cal school by the Statew de enroll nment and

mul tiplying the result by the total ampunt provided in this act

pursuant to section 3(b). Enrollnments shall be determ ned using
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the | atest avail abl e dat a.

(b) Formula for community col |l eges. --Each community coll ege
shall receive a portion of the funds provided pursuant to
section 3(c), which shall be determ ned by dividing the nunber
of equivalent full-tinme students enrolled in the community
col | eges by the nunber of equivalent full-time students for al
community colleges and nultiplying the results by the total
anount provided in this act pursuant to section 3(c). Equival ent
full -time students shall be determ ned using | atest avail able
dat a.

Section 6. Equi prment sharing agreenents.

In order to maxim ze the use of the equi pnment provided by
funds appropriated in this act, the recipient my enter into
agreenents with other governnent-sponsored vocational training
provi ders for the use of the equi pnent.

Section 7. Indicators of program need and i npact.

(a) Tinely docunentation.--The departnent shall require the
school districts, area vocational -technical schools and
community coll eges to specify the extent to which the
docunent ati on provi ded pursuant to section 4 reflects the demand
for | abor market skills based upon anal yses conducted within the
| ast five years.

(b) Annual legislative report required.--By March 1 of each
year, the departnment shall submt to the Chief Cerk of the
House of Representatives and the Secretary of the Senate a
report which shall include, but need not be limted to, a
nmeasure of the extent to which the comments of the private
i ndustry councils were taken into consideration, the anount and
types of equi pment funded by the |abor market area, the nunber

of persons trained by the major vocational programarea and the
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| abor market area, the job placenent rate of persons trained by
the maj or vocational program area and the |abor market area and
t he nunber of agreenents entered into by recipients with other
vocational training providers.

(c) Inpact survey required.--Upon the term nation of this
act or July 1, 1987, whichever shall occur sooner, the
departnment shall undertake a survey to update the report
"Vocat i onal Education Tool and Equi pnent |Inventory” in order to
informthe General Assenbly of the inpact which this act had on
bri ngi ng the equi pnent used in vocational training prograns
closer to the technol ogy used in industry.

Section 8. Duty to inform departnent.

Al'l recipients of funds under this act shall be required to
provide any and all information requested by the departnent for
t he purposes of this act.

Section 9. Appropriation.

The sum of $27, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to the
Depart ment of Education fromthe Pennsyl vania Econom c
Revitalization Fund for the purposes of this program Any funds
fromthis appropriation remaini ng unexpended or unencunber ed
upon the term nation of this act shall automatically |apse into
t he Pennsyl vani a Economi ¢ Revitalization Fund.

Section 10. Expiration.

This act shall expire on June 30, 1987.

Section 11. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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