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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2154 55

| NTRODUCED BY VAN HORNE, SEVENTY, DUFFY, PRESTON, LESCOVI TZ AND
Rl CHARDSON, MAY 14, 1984

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON BUSI NESS AND COVMERCE, NAY 14, 1984
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AN ACT
Providing for licensing and operation of video poker machi nes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Video Poker
Machi ne Law.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Vi deo poker machine."” A video screen that, by insertion of
a coin, is available to display imges or synbols on a nonitor,
by which a player, whether by skill or chance, may receive free
ganmes or credits which can be redeened for cash or anything of
val ue. However, no nmachine shall directly di spense any coins,
cash, tokens or anything of value. This machine presently is

known nore commonly as a poker nachi ne.
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Section 3. Administration.

This act shall be adm nistered by the Departnment of Revenue,
Cigarette Tax Division, which shall have the power to adopt
rules and regulations to carry out its purpose.

Section 4. License.

Upon conpliance with the follow ng, an individual shall be
permtted to place video poker nmachines into operation in the
Commonweal t h:

(1) The individual nust obtain an operator's |license and
pay an annual fee of $25, 000.

(2) The individual nust purchase a tax stanp for each
video poker machine at a rate of $1,000 per machi ne per year.
The stanp nust be affixed to each nachine placed in operation
in the Commonweal t h.

(3) The individual nust annually provide the Departnment
of Revenue with a list of all video poker machi nes which the
i ndi vidual has in operation in the Commonweal t h.

(4) No nore than six video poker machi nes may be pl aced
in operation on one prem ses.

Section 5. Violations.

Any vi deo poker machine found without a tax stanp affixed to
it shall be confiscated. The |icensed operator and/or the owner
of the prem ses shall each be subject to a fine of $10,000 and
the operator's |license shall be suspended.

Section 6. Revenues.

One half of all noney collected under this act shall accrue
to the Cormonweal th. One fourth of all noney coll ected under
this act shall be returned to the nunicipality in which it was
col l ected and one fourth shall be returned to the school

district in which it was coll ect ed.

19840H2154B2943 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

Section 7. Use by m nors.

(a) Mnors.--No person less than 21 years of age shall use
or play video poker machines in any manner or formor through
any agency. Any minor using or playing the machine or attenpting
to use or play the nmachine shall, upon conviction, be |iable for
a fine not in excess of $1, 000.

(b) Persons permtting use by mnors.--Any person who
permts a person |less than 21 years of age to play or use a
vi deo poker machine in any fashion, whether that person is
actually aware of the mnor's age or not, shall, upon
conviction, be liable for a fine not in excess of $1,000, except
that the establishnment of all the followi ng facts by a person
all owing the mnor to operate the nmachine shall constitute a
defense to any prosecution under this subsection:

(1) That the mnor falsely represented in witing that
the m nor was 21 years of age or over

(2) That the appearance of the m nor was such that a
reasonabl e person woul d believe the mnor to be 21 years of
age or over.

(3) That the permi ssion to operate the video poker
machi ne was made in good faith, relying upon witten
representation, and in the reasonable belief that the m nor
was actually 21 years of age or ol der.

Section 8. Repeals.

(a) Specific repeal.--The provisions of 18 Pa.C. S. § 5513
(relating to ganbling devices, ganbling, etc.) are repealed to
the extent that they are inconsistent with this act.

(b) General repeal.--Al other acts and parts of acts are
repeal ed insofar as they are inconsistent with this act.

Section 9. Exenption from Federal regulations.
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The General Assenbly declares that it is exenpt fromthe
provi sions of section 2 of the Ganbling Devices Transportation
Act of January 2, 1951 (64 Stat. 1134, 15 U S.C. § 1172). A
shi pnents of video poker machines into this Comonweal th in
conpliance with sections 3 and 4 of that act shall be deened
| egal shipnments into this Commonweal t h.

Section 10. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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