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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1921 e

| NTRODUCED BY LETTERVAN, CGRIECO, SCHEETZ, GODSHALL, RYAN
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvani a Consoli dated
Statutes, providing for the registration and regul ati on of
certain off-road vehicles including but not limted to all-
terrain vehicles and trail bikes; and inposing powers and
duties on the Departnment of Environnmental Resources.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The heading of Chapter 77 of Title 75 of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes is anended to read:
CHAPTER 77

SNOWOBI LES AND OFF- ROAD VEHI CLES

Section 2. Sections 7701, 7702, 7706, 7711, 7712, 7713,
7714, 7715, 7716, 7721, 7722, 7723, 7724, 7725, 17726, 1727,
7728, 7729, 7741, 7742, 7743, 7751 and 7752 of Title 75 are
amended to read:

§ 7701. Short title of chapter.
This chapter shall be known and nay be cited as the

"Snownpbi | e and O f-Road Vehicle Law. "

§ 7702. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

"All-terrain vehicle." A lightweight nptor-driven

recreati onal vehicle using nultitrack, nultiwheel or |ow

pressure tires and capable of cross-country travel w thout the

benefit of road or trail on, in or over |land, water, snow, ice,

mar sh or other natural terrain. The term does not include a

snownpbil e or trail bike.

"Cowing." The forward portion of the snownobile, usually of
fiberglass or simlar material, surrounding the nmotor and clutch
assenbl y.

"Dealer."” A person engaged in the business of selling

snownobi l es or off-road vehicles at wholesale or retail.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Resources of
t he Commonweal t h.

"Head lanp.”™ A nmgjor lighting device used to provide general
il'lum nati on ahead of a vehicle.

"H ghway." The entire wi dth between the boundary |ines of
every way publicly maintai ned when any part thereof is open to
the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.

"Of-road vehicle" or "ORV." A vehicle which is desi gned and

i ntended for off-road use on or over |and, water, snow, ice,

mar sh or other natural terrain with or without the benefit of

road or trail and which is not regi stered for operati on on the

hi ghway pursuant to Part Il (relating to title, regi strati on and

li censing). Exanples of the ORV's covered under this chapter

i nclude, but are not limted to, all-terrain vehicles and trai

bi kes. The term does not include vehicles owned and operated by

t he departnment, snownpbil es, notorboats, golf carts, aircraft,
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farm industrial or forest harvest vehicles, dune buqagies,

aut onpbi |l es, trucks, constructi on nachi nes, honme utility

vehicles, mlitary, fire, energency or | aw enforcenent vehi cl es,

or other off-road vehicles not generally used for outdoor

recreation.

"Snownobile.” An engine-driven vehicle of a type which
utilizes sled type runners, or skis, or an endless belt tread or
any conbi nation of these or other simlar nmeans of contact with
the surface upon which it is operated. The term does not include
any farmtractor, highway or other construction equipnent, or
any mlitary or |aw enforcenent vehicle.

"Street." A highway, other than an alley, within the
corporate limts of a political subdivision.

"Tail lanp." A device to designate the rear of a vehicle by
a warning light.

"Trail bike." A lightweight notor-driven recreational

vehi cl e designed to travel on not nore than three wheel s and

used for cross-country travel on land with or w thout the

benefit of a road or trail. The termincludes, but is not

limted to, dual -purpose notorcycles, trail bikes, mni bikes

and other siml ar wheel ed recreati onal vehicl es.

§ 7706. Restricted receipts fund.
(a) Deposit and use of noneys.--The departnment shall deposit

all noneys received fromthe registration of snowrobil es and

the departnent, all fines and penalties resulting from
violations of this chapter, and all fees collected under this
chapter in a restricted receipts fund, fromwhich the departnent

shall draw noneys for use in carrying out the registration,
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safety education and enforcenent requirenments of this chapter as
wel |l as the establishment, construction and mnai nt enance of
trails and any equi prent and supplies necessary to carry out the
pur poses of this chapter. Al noneys in said fund not heretofore
paid into the General Fund shall remain in said restricted
receipts fund to be used as specified in this chapter.

(b) Audit of noneys.--The restricted receipts fund shall be
audi ted every two years.

§ 7711. Registration of dealers.

Any person who is in the business of selling snowrobiles or
ORVs shall register as a dealer. The departnent, upon receipt of
application and the required fee, shall assign a distinguishing
deal er registration nunber to the registrant and issue
appropriate registration certificate to him Deal er
regi strations are not transferable.

8§ 7712. Registration of snownobil es and ORVs.

(a) General rule.--Upon application therefor upon a form
prescri bed and furni shed by the departnent which shall contain a
full description of the snownobile or ORV, the actual and bona
fi de name and address of the owner, proof of ownership and any
other information the departnment may reasonably require, and
whi ch shall be acconpani ed by the required fee, the departnent
shall issue a certificate of registration of a snowrobile or _an
ORV and a decal showing the expiration date to the owner

(b) Tenporary registration.--Tenporary registration for a
period not to exceed 45 days may be issued by a registered
deal er pursuant to rules and regul ati ons promul gated by the
depart nment.

(c) Fees.--Fees for registration of snowrobiles and ORVs to

be coll ected by the departnment under this chapter are as
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foll ows:
(1) Each individual resident registration for two years,

$10 for a snownobil e and $20 for an ORV.

(2) Each individual nonresident registration for two

years, $10 for a snowmbile and $20 for an ORV.

(3) Each dealer registration for one year, $25.
(4) Replacenent of a lost, mutilated or destroyed
certificate or decal, $1.

(d) Exenptions fromfees.--No fee is required for the

(1) The Commonweal t h.
(2) Political subdivisions.
(3) Vol unteer organizations and used exclusively for
emer gency pur poses.
§ 7713. Certificates of registration and decal s.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherwise provided in this
chapter, it is unlawful to operate a snowmbile or an ORV unl ess
a certificate of registration has been issued therefor and
unl ess there is displayed thereon the permanent or tenporary
regi stration nunber and a valid decal.

(b) Registration nunber requirenents.--Nunbers correspondi ng
to the pernmanent registration nunber of the snowrobile or ORV,

shown on the certificate of registration, shall be obtained by

per manent regi stration nunber displayed on the snownobile or ORV
shall be of a color which will contrast with the surface to
whi ch applied, shall be reflective and shall be at |east three
i nches hi gh.
(c) Display of nunber and decal.--The decal and the

per manent registration nunber shall be displayed on both sides
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of the cowing of the snowrobile for which i ssued. No nunber
ot her than the nunber assigned to a snowrobil e by the depart nent
or the identification nunber of the registration in another
state shall be attached to or displayed on the cowing. The

departnent shall by requl ati on prescri be the manner in which the

decal and regi strati on nunber shall be di spl ayed on vari ous

types of ORVSs.

(d) Expiration on transfer.--The certificate of registration
i ssued for a snowrobile or _an CRV shall expire and the decal

shall becone invalid when title to the snowmbile or ORV is
transferred.

(e) Suspension or revocation.--The departnent may suspend or
revoke the certification of registration for a snowvobile or an
ORV upon conviction of the owner of any offense under this
chapter.

§ 7714. Exenptions fromregistration.

No certificate of registration or decal shall be required for
a snowrobi |l e or _an ORV:

(1) Omed and used by the United States or another
state, or a political subdivision thereof, but such
snownobi | e shall display the name of the owner on the cowing

t hereof and such ORV shall display the nane of the owner in a

manner prescri bed by requl ati on of the departnent.

(2) Covered by a valid registration or |icense of
anot her state, province or country.

(3) Omed and operated on | ands owned by the owner or
a contractual right other than as a nenber of a club or
associ ation, provided the snownobile or ORV is not operated

el sewhere within this Commpnweal t h.
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§ 7715. Reciprocity.

The provisions of this chapter relating to certificates of
regi stration and decals shall not apply to nonresident owners
who have conplied with the registration and |icensing | aws of
the state, province, district or country of residence, provided
accordance with the laws of the state of residence.

§ 7716. Central registration file.

The departnent shall naintain a central file of the
certificate of registration nunber, nane and address of the
owner of each snowmobile and ORV for which a certificate of
registration is issued and such information shall be nade
avai l able to all enforcenment agencies.

§ 7721. Operation on streets and hi ghways.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as otherwise provided in this

chapter, it is unlawful to operate a snowrobile or an ORV on any

jurisdiction.

(b) Emergency and bridge crossings.--A snowobile or an ORV
may be operated on hi ghways and streets:

(1) During periods of enmergency when so declared by a
policy agency having jurisdiction.
(2) Wen necessary to cross a bridge or culvert.

(c) Crossing street or highway.--A snownobile or an ORV may
make a direct crossing of a street or two-lane hi ghway upon
conpliance with the follow ng requirenents:

(1) The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 90

degrees to the direction of the highway and at a place where

no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing.
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(2) The snowrobile or ORV is brought to a conplete stop
before crossing the shoul der or main-travel ed way of the
hi ghway.
(3) The driver yields the right-of-way to all oncom ng
traffic which constitutes an i nmedi ate hazard.
(4) In crossing a divided highway, the crossing is made
only at an intersection of such highway with another public
street or highway.
8§ 7722. Designation of snowrobile and CRV roads.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The Departnent of Transportation on
St at e- desi gnat ed hi ghways and | ocal authorities on any hi ghway,
road or street within its jurisdiction may designate any

hi ghway, road or street within its jurisdiction as a snowrbile

road, an ORV road, or both, and may, in its discretion,

determ ne whet her such road shall be closed to vehicular traffic
with vehicular traffic.

(b) Posting notices.--Adequate notices of such designation
and determ nation shall be sufficiently and prom nently
di spl ayed.

(c) Liability.--There shall be no liability inmposed on the
Department of Transportation or any other State agency or any
political subdivision of this Commonwealth as a result of
desi gnating any highway, road or street as a snownobile road or

an ORV road as provided in subsection (a).

8 7723. Special snowrpbile and ORV events.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Snowmbiles and ORVs may be operated on

hi ghways and streets for special snowrobile and ORV events of
limted duration which are conducted according to a prearranged

schedul e under permt fromthe governnental agency having
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1 jurisdiction.

2 (b) Authority of local authorities.--A |ocal authority may
3 block off highways and streets within its jurisdiction for the
4 purpose of allow ng snowrobile and ORV races, rallies or

5 derbies. No State trunk highway or connecting street, or part

6 thereof, shall be blocked off by any local authority for any

7 snowrobile or ORV race, rally or derby.

8 (c) Notification and duty of police.--A local authority

9 shall notify the | ocal police departnent and the county

10 sheriff's office at |east one week in advance of the tinme and
11 place of any snowrobile or ORV race, rally or derby which may
12 result in any highway or street, or part thereof, being bl ocked
13 off. Upon such notice, the |local police departnment shall take
14 such neasures as it deens appropriate to protect persons and

15 property and to regulate traffic in the designated area and its
16 vicinity on the day of such race, rally or derby.

17 8§ 7724. QOperation on private or State property.

18 (a) Private property.--No person shall operate a snowrpbile
19 or _an ORV on private property w thout the consent of the owner
20 of or lessor thereof. Any person operating a snowrobile or an
21 ORV upon |l ands of another shall stop and identify hinself upon
22 the request of the | andowner or his duly authorized

23 representatives and, if requested to do so by the | andowner,

24 shall pronptly renove the snownobile or ORV fromthe preni ses.
25 (b) State property.--No person shall operate a snowrpbil e or
26 an ORV on State-owned property except on clearly marked and

27 previously designated snownobile or ORV routes. The depart nent
28 may designate any road within a State Park or State Forest over
29 which the departnment has jurisdiction as a snowbile road or an

30 ORV road, or both, and may, in its discretion, determ ne whether
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the road shall be closed to vehicular traffic or whether

vehi cul ar traffic. Adequate notices of such designation and
determi nation shall be sufficiently and prom nently displ ayed.
§ 7725. Operation by persons under age sixteen.

(a) Snownpbile and ORV safety certification.--Except as
otherwi se provided in this section, no person ten years of age
and over who has not reached 16 years of age shall operate a
snownobil e or _ an ORV in this Commonweal th, except upon |ands of
his parent or guardian, unless and until he has received safety
training as prescribed by the departnment and has received the
departnent. The departnment nay authorize sancti oned snownobil e

in the nane of the departnent.

(b) Failure to exhibit certificate.--The failure of an
upon demand to any police officer having authority to enforce
the provisions of this chapter shall be presunptive evidence
t hat such person is not the hol der of such certificate.

(c) Permtting unauthorized operation.--No owner of a
snownobi |l e or _an ORV shall authorize or permt the operation

thereof within this Commonweal th by any person under the age of

16 years unless the operator is the holder of a valid snowrobile

(a).
(d) Limtations on operation.--No person:

(1) Under the age of 16 years shall drive a snownobile
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(2) Under the age of ten years shall o

perate a

consent of the |andowner unless he is acconpani ed by a person

over 18 years of age or a person over 14 ye
§ 7726. Operation in safe manner.
(a) GCeneral rule.--No person shall operate
(1) At a rate of speed that is unreaso
under existing conditions.
(2) In any careless way so as to endan
property of another.
(3) Wile under the influence of alcoh
control | ed substance.
(b) Permtting unsafe operation.--No owner

havi ng charge or control of a snownobile or an

knowi ngly authorize or permt the operation of
ORV by any person who is incapable to do so by
physi cal or nmental disability, or who is under
al cohol or any controll ed substance.
§ 7727. Additional limtations on operation.
Except as otherwi se permtted under the act
(P.L.1225, No.316), known as ["The Gane Law, "]
per son shal |
(1) Operate or ride in any snowrpbile
bow and arrows or with any firearmin his p
it is unloaded.
(2) Drive or pursue any wildlife with
QRV.

§ 7728. Accidents and accident reports.
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(a) Duty to stop and provide information.--Wenever any
snownmbile or ORV is involved in an accident resulting in | oss
of life, personal injury or damage to property and the operator
t her eof has knowl edge of such accident, he shall stop and give
hi s name and address, the nane and address of the owner thereof
i njured person or the person sustaining the damage or to a
police officer. In case no police officer nor the person
sustai ning the damage is present at the place where the damage
occurred, then the operator shall imediately report, as soon as
he is physically able, the accident to the nearest |aw
enf or cement agency.

(b) Report of accident to departnent.--The operator of any
snownobi |l e or ORV involved in any accident resulting in injuries
to or death of any person or resulting in property damage to the
esti mat ed amount of $100 or nore shall, within seven days after
such accident, report the matter in witing to the departnent.

If the operator is physically incapable of making the report and
there is another participant in the accident not so

i ncapaci tated, the participant shall make the report within the
prescri bed period of tinme after the accident. In the event that
there is no other participant and the operator is other than the
owner, then the owner shall within the prescribed period of

time, after learning of the facts of such accident, report the
matter to the departnent, together with such information as may
have cone to his know edge relating to such accident. Every
operator or owner of a snownpbile or an ORV in an accident, or
surviving participant of any such accident, shall nmake such

ot her and additional reports as the departnment shall require.

(c) Report by |law enforcenment officer.--A |aw enforcenent
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of ficer who investigates or receives informati on of an acci dent
i nvolving a snownobile or _an ORV shall make a witten report of
the investigation or information received, and such additional
facts relating to the accident as nay conme to his know edge, and
mail the sanme within 48 hours to the departnment and keep a
record thereof in his office.

(d) Exception.--This section does not apply when property
derbies and rallies.
§ 7729. Liability of owner for negligence.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Negligence in the use or operation of a

snownmobile or an ORV is attributable to the owner. Every owner

shall be liable and responsible for death or injury to person or

damage to property resulting fromnegligence in the use or

i nplied, of such owner.

(b) Exception.--The negligence of the operator shall not be
attributed to the owner as to any claimor cause of action
accruing to the operator or his legal representative for such
injuries or death.

§ 7741. Head lanps and tail |anps.

(a) Tinme of operation.--Every snowrobile or ORV operated
during hours of darkness shall display a |lighted head | anp and
tail lanp. The lights shall be in operation during the period of
fromone-hal f hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise
and at any time when, due to insufficient Iight or unfavorable

at nospheric conditions caused by fog or otherw se, other

persons, vehicles and other objects are not clearly discernible
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for a distance of 500 feet ahead.

(b) Head lanp requirenents.--The head | anp shall display
white light of sufficient illum nating power to reveal any
person, vehicle or substantial object at a distance of 100 feet
ahead.

(1) If the snownobile or ORV is equipped with a nultiple
beam head | anp, the upper beam shall neet the m ni mum
requirenents set forth in this section and the | owernost beam
shall be so ainmed and of sufficient intensity to reveal
persons and vehicles at a distance of at |east 50 feet ahead.

(2) If the snownobile or ORV is equipped with a single
beam head | anp, the |anp shall be so ainmed that when the
vehicle is | oaded none of the high intensity portion of the
light, at a distance of 75 feet ahead, projects higher than
the level of the center of the lanp fromwhich it cones.

(c) Tail lanp requirenments.--The tail lanp shall display a

red light plainly visible during darkness froma di stance of 500

feet. The tail lanp on an ORV shall be of a type which activates

or illumnates nore brightly when the brakes are appli ed.

§ 7742. Brakes.

(a) Snownpbiles.--It is unlawful to operate a snownobil e

which is not equipped with at | east one brake of a design
approved by the departnment operated either by hand or by foot,
capabl e of bringing the snowrobile to a stop, under nornal
conditions, within 40 feet when traveling at a speed of 20 mles
per hour with a 150 pound driver and on hard packed snow, or
locking its traction belt or belts. The design shall permt
sinpl e and easy adjustnment to conpensate for wear.

(b) ORVS.--It is unlawful to operate an ORV which is not

equi pped with a braki ng system whi ch nay be operated by hand or
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f oot, capabl e of produci ng deceleration of 14 feet per second on

| evel ground at a speed of 20 nmiles per hour, and the design

nmust pernit sinple and easy adjustnment to conpensate for wear.

§ 7743. Mifflers and noise control.

(a) GCeneral rule.--It is unlawmful to operate a snowrpobil e or
an_ORV which is not equipped at all tines with a nuffler in good
wor ki ng order which bl ends the exhaust noise into the overal
excessive or unusual noi se. The exhaust systemshall not emt or
produce a sharp popping or crackling sound. The sound intensity
produced by a snownobile shall not exceed 82dbA when neasured in
accordance with SAE Recommended Practice J 192 Exterior Sound
Level for Snowmobil es, as anmended. The departnent may by

regul ati on adopt nore stringent noise requirenments for

snownpbi |l es. The departnent shall by requl ati on adopt noi se

requi renents for various types of ORVs.

(b) Mdified nufflers prohibited.--It is unlawful to nodify
muf fl er.

(c) Exception.--This section does not apply to organized
races or simlar conpetitive events.

§ 7751. Enforcenent personnel and procedures.

(a) Duty of enforcenent.--Every |aw enforcenent officer in
this Commonweal th and designated officers and enpl oyees of the
departnment shall enforce the provisions of this chapter.

(b) Forms and procedures.--The departnent may prescribe the
form of sunmons or conplaint, or both, in all cases involving a
vi ol ation of any provision of this chapter or of any ordi nance,
rule or regulation relating to snowrobiles or ORVs, or of any

cl ass or category of such cases, and may establish procedures
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for proper adm nistrative controls over the disposition thereof.

(c) Records and reports.--The chief executive officer of
each | ocal police force, sheriffs and the Comm ssioner of the
Pennsyl vania State Police shall prepare or cause to be prepared
such records and reports as nmay be prescribed under this
secti on.

(d) Rules and regul ations.--The departnment nmay pronul gate
such rul es and regul ati ons as nay be deenmed necessary to
acconplish the purposes and enforce the provisions of this
section including requirenments for reporting by trial courts
§ 7752. Penalties for violation of chapter.

(a) General rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b), any
person violating any of the provisions of this chapter is guilty
of a summary of fense and shall, upon conviction:

(1) For a first offense, be sentenced to pay a fine of
not | ess than $10 nor nore than $50 and costs of prosecution
and, in default of the paynent thereof, shall undergo
i mprisonment for not nore than ten days.

(2) For a second offense, be sentenced to pay a fine of
not | ess than $25 nor nore than $100 and costs of prosecution
and, in default of the paynent thereof, shall undergo
i mpri sonnment for not nore than 30 days.

(b) Unaut horized disposition of forns.--Any person who
di sposes of any [uniform snowrobil e] sumrons or conpl aint issued

pursuant to this chapter in any other manner than that

prescribed by law, rule or regulation is guilty of a m sdeneanor
of the third degree.
Section 3. Enforcenent of registration of ORVs and ORV

deal ers shall commence six nonths after the effective date of

19840H1921B2519 - 16 -



1 this act.

2 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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