SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2480, 2621, 3206 PRINTER S NO. 3381

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1898 =%

| NTRODUCED BY D. R WRI GHT, GALLAGHER, MANDERI NO, | RVI S,
Pl EVSKY, F. E. TAYLOR, BURNS, STEWART, STElI GANER, STUBAN,
WARGO, | TKI'N, BELFANTI, COY, CGEORGE, RI CHARDSON, COVWELL,
TI GUE, WAMBACH, MJRPHY, RUDY, DOVBROWBKI, KUKOVI CH HARPER,
FI SCHER, WASS, BATTI STO, FREIND, BURNS, LI VENGOOD, STAI RS,
BROUJOS AND FEE, FEBRUARY 6, 1984

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, JUNE 28, 1984
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Regional—Computer—Resource Center—bhoards—
ESTABLI SH NG W THI N THE PENNSYLVANI A HI GHER EDUCATI ON ASSI STANCE <—
AGENCY REG ONAL COMPUTER RESOURCE CENTERS AND REGQ ONAL
COVPUTER RESOURCE CENTER BQARDS.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Information
Technol ogy Educati on Act.
. . el ati . . -
n i . I I bl v finds:
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11 SECTION 2. PURPCSE.

12 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FI NDS AND DECLARES AS FOLLOWG:

13 6} (1) It is the best interest of the Comonwealth to
14 i nprove and strengthen conputer education in its elenmentary
15 and secondary school s by:

16 (1) COORDI NATI NG THE ACTI VI TIES OF THE REG ONAL

17 COVPUTER RESOURCE CENTERS W TH THE EXI STI NG SCI ENCE

18 TEACHERS EDUCATI ON PROGRAM ADM NI STERED BY THE

19 PENNSYLVANI A HI GHER EDUCATI ON ASSI STANCE AGENCY

20 ¢ (11) Encouraging orderly planning for the use of
21 m croconputers and for the application of m croconputers
22 to the instructional prograns of elenmentary and secondary
23 school s.

24 ¢+ (1'1'1) Inproving teacher training in conputer

25 educati on.

26 <+ (1V) Encouraging the acquisition of conputer
27 har dwar e

28 v (V) Assisting in the acquisition of appropriate
29 conmput er software.

30 (b)Yt ntent—The General Assenbly intends that—
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1 5 (2) Al areas of the Conmonweal th shall have <—
2 avai |l abl e a Regi onal Conputer Resource Center to assi st

3 school districts in developing the conputer skills of their

4 students and teachers and to ensure availability of conputer

5 equi pnent, training and prograrns.

6 2> (3) There shall be at |east eight—but—neo—rerethan <—
7 ten- centers throughout the Conmonweal th, each of which shal

8 be established at sites reflecting considerations of

9 denogr aphy. avaitabittyef—expertise—prior—experience—+n <—
10 provtetng—relatededucat+onal—serviecestobastec—educaton—

11 ahrd—apptteatton—oat—workload—

12 3} (4) Funding shall be nade available to the centers

13 fromthe Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assistance Agency. fer <—
14

15

16

17 4> (5) The initial priority of this act shall be to

18 equal i ze the devel opnment of conputer skills of students and

19 t eachers anong the school districts.
20 5> (6) This programis designed as a fHve-year FOUR <—
21 YEAR pr ogram
22 Section 3. Definitions.
23 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
24 have the nmeanings given to themin this section unless the
25 context clearly indicates otherw se:
26 "Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
27 Agency.
28 . — [ [ - <—
29 "Center." A Regional Conputer Resource Center.
30 "Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
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Commpnweal t h.
"I NTERVEDI ATE UNIT." AN | NTERMVEDI ATE UNI T AS DEFI NED BY THE <—
ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO 14), KNOW AS THE PUBLI C

SCHOCOL CODE OF 1949.
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Section 5 4. Responsibility of Pennsylvania H gher Education <—
Assi st ance Agency.
(a) Establish centers.--The Pennsylvani a H gher Education
Assi stance Agency shall establish not |ess than ei ght rer—me+re <—

than—ten Regi onal Conputer Resource Centers throughout the

Commonweal th at sites based on denography. avaitabity—oef <—
Lse. L : : Kl | | ori : :

(B) CGRANT SUPERVI SI ON. - - THE AGENCY SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR <—
REVI EW NG SCHOCL DI STRI CT GRANT PROPCSALS SUBM TTED BY REG ONAL
COVPUTER RESOURCE CENTERS

(© PONERS TO MAKE GRANTS. - - THE H GHER EDUCATI ON ASSI STANCE
AGENCY SHALL MAKE CGRANTS TO SCHOOL DI STRI CTS. THOSE GRANTS SHALL
REFLECT AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) THE AID RATI O AS DEFI NED I N THE PUBLI C SCHOOL CODE

OF 1949.

(2) SCHOOL DI STRI CT ENROLLMENT.
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EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT APPLYI NG SHALL BE REQUI RED TO SUPPLY THE
BALANCE OF THE FUNDI NG NECESSARY FOR | TS PROGRAM THE BALANCE
MAY BE SUPPLI ED | N CASH OR I N KI ND.

Section 6 5. Regional Conputer Resource Centers.

(a) Purpose.--The purposes of each Regi onal Conputer
Resource Center are to increase teacher expertise relating to
conput er information technology and to assist |ocal school
districts within the region to ACQU RE, UTILIZE AND upgrade
conmput er hardware and software. To this end, it wll:

(1) Provide teacher training.

(2) Help design conputer oriented curricul a.

(3) Assist with the evaluation of software.

(4) Review and eval uate proposals for upgradi ng conputer

and conputer oriented instruction.

6} (5) Coordinate purchase of computer hardware and

sof t war e.
(6) LOAN COVPUTER HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE TO NONPUBLI C
SCHOOL STUDENTS.
REG ONAL COMPUTER RESOQURCE CENTERS MAY CONTRACT W TH
| NTERMEDI ATE UNI TS TO PROVI DE THE ABOVE SERVI CES.
(b) Regional Conputer Resource Center Board.--
(1) TFhetnfornmationTechnology Education—Board THE BOARD
OF DI RECTORS OF THE PENNSYLVANI A HI GHER EDUCATI ON ASSI STANCE
AGENCY shal |l appoint five persons to be nenbers of each

Regi onal Conputer Resource Center Board of Directors. Fhe

ageney— The persons appoi nted shall represent five broad

areas: conputer technol ogy, teacher education, conputer

education, elenentary education and secondary education. No

19840H1898B3381 - 6 -



1 | ess than two nenbers of the Regional Conputer Resource

2 Center Board shall be classroomteachers or buil ding

3 pri nci pal s.

4 (2) It shall be the duty of the regional board to

5 recei ve grant applications fromschool districts. Such

6 applications shall include plans for upgradi ng conputer

7 education through two rel ated and coordi nated acti ons:

8 teacher training and conputer hardware and software

9 acqui sition and utilization.

10 ) (3) Gant applications fromschool districts for teacher
11 training in conmputer education, COVMPUTER HARDWARE ACQUI SI TI ON
12 AND COVPUTER SOFTWARE ACQUI SI TION shal | be received by the
13 regi onal board. After review ng applications, the regional

14 board shal |l regquest—an—altocatieon+from FORWARD EACH

15 APPLI CATI ON W TH THEI R COMVENTS TO t he Pennsyl vani a Hi gher

16 Educati on Assi stance Agency.

30 Lied i I n kind
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SECTION 6. LOAN OF COMPUTER HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE TO NONPUBLI C  <—
SCHOCL STUDENTS.
THE DI RECTOR OF THE PENNSYLVANI A H GHER EDUCATI ON ASSI STANCE
AGENCY THROUGH THE REG ONAL COMPUTER RESOURCE CENTERS SHALL HAVE
THE POAER AND DUTY TO PURCHASE COVPUTER HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE
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AND UPON | NDI VI DUAL REQUEST TO LOAN THEM TO ALL CHI LDREN

=Y
o

RESI DI NG I N THE COVWONWEALTH WHO ARE ENROLLED I N GRADES

=
=

KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH 12 OF A NONPUBLI C SCHOOL. THE ANNUAL

=
N

ALLCCATI ON FOR THI' S PURCHASE SHALL NOT EXCEED 20% OF THE

=
w

APPROPRI ATED FUNDS USED FOR THE PURCHASE OF COVPUTER HARDWARE

H
o

AND SOFTWARE FROM THE TOTAL APPROPRI ATI ON. SUCH COVPUTER

=Y
(63}

HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE SHALL BE LOANED FREE TO SUCH CHI LDREN.
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SECTI ON 7. REGULATI ONS.

=
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THE BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF THE PENNSYLVANI A H GHER EDUCATI ON

=Y
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ASSI STANCE AGENCY SHALL HAVE THE POAER AND I TS DUTY SHALL BE TO

=
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ADOPT SUCH REGULATI ONS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THI S

N
o

ACT.

N
=

Section # 8. Sunset provision. <—

N
N

The program created under this act shall expire fve FOUR <—

N
w

years fromthe effective date of this act.

N
~

Section 8 9. Ef fecti ve date. <—

N
(63}

This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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