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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1898 =%

| NTRODUCED BY D. R WRI GHT, GALLAGHER, MANDERI NO, | RVI S
Pl EVSKY, F. E. TAYLOR, BURNS, STEWART, STElI GHNER, STUBAN
WARGO, | TKI'N, BELFANTI, COY, CGEORGE, RI CHARDSON, COWELL,
TI GUE, WAMBACH, MJRPHY, RUDY, DOVBROWSKI AND KUKOVI CH,
FEBRUARY 7, 1984

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 7, 1984

O (o0} ~ OO WNE

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Est abl i shing an Informati on Technol ogy Educati on Board within
t he Departnent of Education; enlarging the responsibilities
of the Pennsylvania H gher Education Assistance Agency;
creating Regional Conputer Resource Centers; establishing
Regi onal Conputer Resource Center boards; and naking
appropri ations.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Information
Technol ogy Educati on Act.
Section 2. Legislative intent.
(a) Findings.--The General Assenbly finds:
(1) The ability to use and process information is an
essential skill to a productive society.
(2) Conputers have becone universal devices in the

processi ng of information.

(3) Surveys have found that relatively few students are
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obtai ning access to conputers and that these students have
access for relatively short periods of tine.

(4) There is a potentially increasing gap between
econoni cal | y advant aged and economi cal | y di sadvant aged
students regarding conputer availability.

(5) The department has found that an overwhel m ng
majority of teachers in the Commonweal th have no conputer
proficiency.

(6) It is the best interest of the Comonwealth to
i nprove and strengthen conputer education in its elenmentary
and secondary school s by:

(1) Encouraging orderly planning for the use of

m croconputers and for the application of m croconputers

to the instructional prograns of elenmentary and secondary

school s.

(ii) Inproving teacher training in conputer
educati on.
(1i1) Encouraging the acquisition of conputer

har dwar e

(iv) Assisting in the acquisition of appropriate
conmput er software.
(b) Intent.--The General Assenbly intends that:

(1) Al areas of the Commonweal th shall have avail able a
Regi onal Conputer Resource Center to assist school districts
i n devel oping the conputer skills of their students and
teachers and to ensure availability of conputer equipnent,
trai ning and prograns.

(2) There shall be at |east eight, but no nore than ten,
centers throughout the Conmonweal th, each of which shall be

established at sites reflecting considerations of denography,
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avai lability of expertise, prior experience in providing
rel ated educational services to basic education, and
appl i cation of workl oad.
(3) Funding shall be nade available to the centers from
t he Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance Agency for
operation and nai ntenance and for |ocal grants for teacher
training and fromthe Departnent of Education for hardware
and software acqui sition.
(4) The initial priority of this act shall be to
equal i ze the devel opnment of conputer skills of students and
t eachers anong the school districts.
(5) This programis designed as a five-year program
Section 3. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Board." The Information Technol ogy Educati on Board.

"Center." A Regional Conputer Resource Center.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.
Section 4. Establishnent of Information Technol ogy Educati on

Boar d.

(a) Creation.--There is hereby created the Information
Technol ogy Education Board within the Departnent of Educati on.

(b) Menbers.--The board shall consist of seven nmenbers. Four
menbers shall be legislators, one fromeach party represented in
each house. The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal

designate the nenbers fromthe House and the President pro
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tenpore shall designate the nenbers fromthe Senate. One nenber
shall be the Secretary of Education or his designee. One nenber
shall be the Executive Director of Pennsylvania H gher Education
Assi stance Agency or his designee. These six nenbers shall serve
for the duration of their respective terns of office, and
menbers fromthe House and Senate may be reappointed to the
board if reelected to legislative office. The one remaining
menber shall be appointed by the Governor

(c) Powers and duties.--The board shall be responsible for
establishing uni form school district application and review
procedures for grant proposals submtted to Regional Conputer
Resource Centers by |local school districts. It shall allocate
t he appropriation for hardware and software acquisition grants
anong the centers. It shall review annual reports of program
content, effectiveness and costs which will be submtted by the
centers.

Section 5. Responsibility of Pennsylvania H gher Education
Assi st ance Agency.

(a) Establish centers.--The Pennsylvani a H gher Education
Assi stance Agency shall establish not |ess than eight nor nore
than ten Regi onal Conputer Resource Centers throughout the
Commonweal th at sites based on denography, availability of
expertise, equalization of workload and prior experience in
provi ding rel ated educational services to basic education.

(b) Teacher training grant supervision.--The agency shall be
responsi bl e for reviewi ng teacher training grant proposals
subm tted on behal f of teachers by Regi onal Conputer Resource
Centers. It shall allocate the appropriation for teacher
trai ning grants anong the centers.

Section 6. Regional Conputer Resource Centers.
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1 (a) Purpose.--The purposes of each Regi onal Conputer

2 Resource Center are to increase teacher expertise relating to

3 conputer information technology and to assist |ocal school

4 districts within the region to upgrade conputer hardware and

5 software. To this end, it wll:

6 (1) Provide teacher training.

7 (2) Help design conmputer oriented curricul a.

8 (3) Assist with the evaluation of software.

9 (4) Review and eval uate proposals for upgradi ng conputer
10 and conputer oriented instruction.

11 (5) Provide funding for conputer hardware and software.
12 (6) Coordinate purchase of conputer hardware and

13 sof t war e.

14 (b) Regional Conputer Resource Center Board.--

15 (1) The Governor shall appoint five persons to be

16 menbers of each Regi onal Conputer Resource Center Board of
17 Directors. The appoi ntnents shall be nmade based on

18 recommendat i ons of the agency. The persons appoi nted shal

19 represent five broad areas: conputer technol ogy, teacher
20 education, conputer education, elenentary education and
21 secondary educati on.
22 (2) It shall be the duty of the regional board to
23 recei ve grant applications fromschool districts. Such
24 applications shall include plans for upgradi ng conputer
25 education through two rel ated and coordi nated acti ons:
26 teacher training and conputer hardware and software
27 acqui sition and utilization.
28 (1) Gant applications fromschool districts for
29 teacher training in conputer education shall be received
30 by the regional board. After review ng applications, the
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regi onal board shall request an allocation fromthe
Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assi stance Agency.
(1i) Gant applications fromschool districts for

pur chasi ng hardware and software necessary to supply progranms

desi gned by the applicants shall be received by the regional

board. After review ng applications, the regional board shal
request an aggregate allocation fromthe |Infornmation

Technol ogy Educati on Board of the Departnent of Educati on.

The grants to school districts made by the Regi onal Conputer

Resource Center shall reflect the aid ratio defined in the

act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public

School Code of 1949, but shall not exceed $50, 000. Each

school district applying shall be required to supply the

bal ance of the funding necessary for its program the bal ance

may be supplied in cash or in kind.

(c) Support staff and equi pnment.--The centers will be
staffed on a full-tinme basis and shall have sufficient
t echnol ogi cal equi pnent to neet their purposes.

Section 7. Appropriations.

(a) Education appropriation.--The sum of $3, 250,000, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is specifically appropriated
to the Departnment of Education for the fiscal year July 1, 1984
to June 30, 1985, to provide up to $3,200,000 for grants to
school districts for devel oping and i npl enenti ng hardware and
software conputer usage in accordance with this act and to
provide up to $50, 000 for adm nistrative expenses incurred by
t he departnent and by the Information Technol ogy Educati on
Boar d.

(b) Agency appropriation.--The sum of $1,900, 000, or as much

t hereof as may be necessary, is specifically appropriated to the
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1 Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assistance Agency, to provide for
2 establishing, operating and mai ntaining Regi onal Conputer

3 Resource Centers, to provide up to $400, 000 for teacher conputer
4 training grants and to provide up to $100, 000 for adm nistrative
5 expenses incurred by the agency. This appropriation shall not

6 |apse at the end of the fiscal year but shall continue until

7 June 30, 1985.

8 Section 8. Sunset provision.

9 The program created under this act shall expire five years

10 fromthe effective date of this act.

11 Section 9. Effective date.

12 This act shall take effect in 30 days.
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