PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 2170 PRI NTER S NO. 3645

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1 700 5

I NTRODUCED BY PUNT, COY, MORRIS, DI ETZ, GElIST, NOYE, BOWBER,
PETRARCA, HALUSKA, BROUJOS, SEMVEL, DEAL, KOCSI NSKI, | TKIN,
FI SCHER, ARTY, COLAFELLA, JOHNSQON, DeLUCA, ZWKL, KASUNI C,
BOOK, MADI GAN AND STAI RS, NOVEMBER 15, 1983

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 2, 1984
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AN ACT

Providing for the control of rabies; granting powers and

i nposing duties on the Departnent of Health; requiring rabies

vacci nations; providing for preexposure inmunization;

i nposi ng a penalty; and maeking a repeal.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Rabies Law.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"AREA OF RISK. " THE AMOUNT OF LAND ENCOMPASSED W THI N SUCH <—

CEOCGRAPHI C BOUNDARI ES THAT ARE FI XED BY THE DEPARTMENT WHERE THE
OCCURRENCES COF RABI ES POSE A GRAVE HEALTH RI SK TO HUMAN OR
ANI VAL POPULATI ON.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health.



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

"Rabies.” In man and ani mal, hydrophobia, an acute viral
di sease of the central nervous systemusually transmtted to man
t hrough the injection of saliva by an aninal bite.

"RABI ES EMERCGENCY." THE DECLARATI ON BY THE SECRETARY THAT AN <—
AREA OF RI SK EXI STS WTH N THE COWONVEALTH AND THAT SUCH ACTI ON
AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE | MPLEMENTED UNTI L THE
SECRETARY RESCI NDS THE DECLARATI ON.

"SECRETARY." THE SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Section 3. Statew de system for rabies control and treatnent.

The departnent shall provide for a Statew de systemfor the

general- control of rabi es;—thetreatnent—of persons—exposed—or <—
suspectedtohave been—exposedtorabies and the distribution of

bi ol ogi cal products necessary for the prevention and treatnent

of rabies I N THOSE AREAS OF RI SK DESI GNATED BY THE SECRETARY IN <—

THE DECLARATI ON OF A RABI ES EMERGENCY
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4 SECTION 4. POAERS AND DUTI ES OF DEPARTMENT. <—
5 THE DEPARTMENT SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG POVNERS AND DUTI ES:

6 (1) MONITOR I N COOPERATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF

7 AGRI CULTURE AND THE PENNSYLVANI A GAME COW SSI ON THE

8 CONFI RVED | NCI DENCES OF RABIES | N BOTH DOVESTI C AND W LD

9 ANI MALS.

10 (2) DETERM NE, BASED ON THE NUMBER OF CONFI RVED CASES,

11 THE NUMBER OF PRQJECTED | NCl DENCES, THE PROBABI LI TY OF HUVAN
12 CONTACT AND THE RAPI DI TY OF THE SPREAD OF THE RABI ES, WHERE A
13 PUBLI C HEALTH RI SK MAY EXI ST.

14 (3) DECLARE RABI ES EMERGENCI ES AND DESI GNATE

15 CORRESPONDI NG AREAS OF RI SK AFTER NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE

16 COUNTI ES | NVOLVED

17 (4) | N AREAS OF RISK, | NSTITUTE AN | NTENSI VE PUBLI C

18 EDUCATI ON CAMPAI GN ON RABI ES THROUGH NEWSPAPERS, RADI O AND

19 TELEVI SI ON  ANNOUNCEMENTS.

20 (5) | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF SECTIONS 5, 6, 7 AND 8.
21 (6) PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS ARE

22 NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT AND ADM NI STER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S
23 ACT.

24 SECTION 5. TESTI NG

25 ALL TESTI NG AND ot her necessary or appropriate rabies control

26 procedures appropriate to protect human life and safety shall be

27 in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons adopted by the

28 departnent.

29 fey—Penatty—Any—persoen—retusiag—er—tatt-arg—to—eenphby—wth <—

30 I o f ¢ hi . ikt | i .
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$566—for—each—offense-
Section 6. Vaccination ef—deg required; certificate.
(a) Requirenent.--Every person LIVINGIN AN AREA OF RI SK
owni ng or keeping a dog OR CAT over four nonths of age in—this
Comenwealth shall cause that dog OR CAT to be vacci nated

agai nst rabi es. Or—eor—beforeJanvary—1of eachyear—every
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12 rabies— The Commonweal th shall recogni ze the three-year rabies
13 vaccine AS VALID. Fhe—ecountytreasurer—shall—notticense—any—dog
14  wthouwt—prest—et—vacetaat+on—

15 (b) Certificate of vaccination.--Every |icensed veterinarian
16 who vacci nates a dog or cat against rabies shall issue a

17 vaccination certificate to the owner. Information contained in
18 rabies vaccination records shall not be used for the purpose of
19 Ilicensing animals or for taxation of individuals for owning

20 animals. The departnent shall prepare a standard vacci nation

21 certificate for this purpose and shall provide certificates free
22 of charge to licensed veterinarians for their use. For the

23 purposes of this section, each licensed veterinarian may sel ect
24 a vaccine of his choice and use the procedures for adm nistering
25 it as are consistent with the recommendati ons of the Federal

26 agency which licenses the vaccine.

27 (C) ENFORCEMENT.--1N AREAS OF RISK I T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF
28 EVERY POLI CE OFFI CER OR STATE DOG OFFI CER TO I SSUE A CI TATION TO
29 EVERY PERSON WHO OMNS A DOG OR CAT WHI CH |'S NOT VACCI NATED

30 PURSUANT TO SUBSECTI ON (A). I N ADDI TI ON EVERY UNVACCI NATED CAT
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SHALL BE SEI ZED BY THE PCLI CE OFFI CER OR DOG OFFI CER AND HELD | N
QUARANTI NE.
Section 7. Antirabies clinics.

In AREAS OF RISK AND I N conjunction with the respective
county health departnments, the departnment shall provide for the
establishment of |ow cost, self-financing antirabies clinics in
each county. These clinics shall be offered anrually—prior—te
each—July—1 at |ocations and on dates as the departnment and the
respective county health departnents shall determ ne. The public
heal th veterinarian OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE shal
establish vaccination procedures to be used at the clinics. The
county health departnment may charge such fees as may be required
to cover its costs for material and service provided. IN
ESTABLI SHI NG ANTI RABI ES CLI NI CS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COOPERATE
W TH LOCAL VETERI NARI ANS AND OTHER LOCAL ORGANI ZATI ONS. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL PURCHASE AND SUPPLY, AT COST, THE NECESSARY
QUANTI TI ES OF VACCI NE AT EACH ESTABLI SHED ANTI RABI ES CLI NI C.
Seett+on—8—FRules—and-regutatons—

Fhe—departrent—shat—premigate—rules—and—regutations—to

I .. f thi .
SECTI ON 8. PENALTY.

ANY PERSON WHO VI OLATES ANY PROVI SION OF THIS ACT COW TS A
M SDEMEANOR AND SHALL BE SENTENCED TO PAY A FI NE NOT' TO EXCEED
$300 FOR EACH VI OLATI ON. EACH DAY OF VI OLATI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE
A SEPARATE OFFENSE.

Section 9. GCeneral repealer.

Al'l acts and parts of acts are repealed insofar as they are
inconsistent with this act.
Section 10. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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