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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1 700 5

I NTRODUCED BY PUNT, COY, MORRIS, DI ETZ, GElIST, NOYE, BOWBER,
PETRARCA, HALUSKA, BROUJOCS, SEMVEL, DEAL, KOSINSKI, | TKIN
FI SCHER, ARTY, COLAFELLA, JOHNSQON, DeLUCA, ZWKL, KASUN C
BOOK, MADI GAN AND STAI RS, NOVEMBER 16, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, NOVEMBER 16, 1983
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AN ACT
Providing for the control of rabies; granting powers and

i nposing duties on the Departnent of Health; requiring rabies

vacci nations; providing for preexposure inmunization;

i nposi ng a penalty; and maeking a repeal.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Rabies Law.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health.

"Rabies.” In man and ani mal, hydrophobia, an acute viral
di sease of the central nervous systemusually transmtted to man
t hrough the injection of saliva by an aninal bite.

Section 3. Statew de system for rabies control and treatnent.

The departnent shall provide for a Statew de systemfor the
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general control of rabies, the treatnent of persons exposed or
suspected to have been exposed to rabies and the distribution of
bi ol ogi cal products necessary for the prevention and treatnent
of rabies.
Section 4. | nmmunization and treatnent.

The departnent shall provide preexposure inmunization,
wi t hout charge, to any person determned by it to have a high
ri sk of exposure to rabies infection. The departnent shall also
bear the cost of the rabies treatnent for any bite victimwho
requires this treatnment, but is unable to pay the usual charges.
Section 5. Report of possible infection; penalty.

(a) Report required.--In any county where any dog, cat or
ot her warm bl ooded ani mal subject to rabies has bitten,
scratched or exposed any person to a possible rabies infection,
or when any animal is suspected of having rabies, it shall be
the duty of any person having know edge of these facts to report
them i mredi ately by tel ephone or in person to the |ocal police
departnment. Upon receipt of this report, the police personnel
shall notify the local health officer and shall enforce al
orders of the local health officer and regul ati ons promnul gat ed
under this act.

(b) Testing and quarantine.--All testing, quarantine and
ot her necessary or appropriate rabies control procedures
appropriate to protect human Iife and safety shall be in
accordance with the rules and regul ati ons adopted by the
depart nment.

(c) Penalty.--Any person refusing or failing to conply with
the provisions of this section or with the orders or directives
of the county health officer commts a m sdeneanor and shall,

upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than
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$500 for each offense.
Section 6. Vaccination of dog required; certificate.

(a) Requirenent.--Every person owning or keeping a dog over
four months of age in this Cormmonweal th shall cause that dog to
be vacci nated agai nst rabies. On or before January 1 of each
year, every person owning or keeping a dog in this Comobnweal th
shall present to the county treasurer proof acceptable to the
departnent that the dog has been adequately vacci nated agai nst
rabi es. The Commonweal th shall recognize the three year rabies
vacci ne. The county treasurer shall not |icense any dog w t hout
proof of vaccination.

(b) Certificate of vaccination.--Every |icensed veterinarian
who vacci nates a dog or cat against rabies shall issue a
vacci nation certificate to the owner. Information contained in
rabi es vaccination records shall not be used for the purpose of
licensing animals or for taxation of individuals for owning
animal s. The departnment shall prepare a standard vacci nation
certificate for this purpose and shall provide certificates free
of charge to licensed veterinarians for their use. For the
pur poses of this section, each |icensed veterinarian may sel ect
a vaccine of his choice and use the procedures for adm nistering
it as are consistent with the recommendations of the Federal
agency which licenses the vaccine.

Section 7. Antirabies clinics.

In conjunction with the respective county health departnents,
t he departnent shall provide for the establishnment of | ow cost,
self-financing antirabies clinics in each county. These clinics
shall be offered annually prior to each July 1 at |ocations and
on dates as the departnment and the respective county health

departnments shall determi ne. The public health veterinarian
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1 shall establish vaccination procedures to be used at the

2 clinics. The county health departnent may charge such fees as
3 may be required to cover its costs for material and service

4 provided.

5 Section 8. Rules and regul ations.

6 The departnent shall pronmulgate rules and regulations to

7 <carry out the provisions of this act.

8 Section 9. Ceneral repealer.

9 Al'l acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar as they are
10 inconsistent with this act.
11 Section 10. Effective date.
12 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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