SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2168, 2445 PRI NTER S NO. 3269

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1698 =%

| NTRODUCED BY D. R WRI GHT, SHOWERS, MORRI'S, MADI GAN, STEWART,
LLOYD, DeWEESE, CGRU TZA, ZWKL, BLAUM TIGUE, CAWEY
LI VENGOOD, STUBAN, LUCYK, STEIGHNER, F. E. TAYLOR OLASZ,
MANDERI NO, CLARK, COLE, RUDY, GRI ECO AND COY, NOVEMBER 15,
1983

SENATOR HELFRI CK, AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS, | N SENATE
AS AVENDED, JUNE 20, 1984
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AN ACT
Creating a task force on rural affai+s | SSUES; providing powers <—
and duties for the task force; and establishing a termnation <—
SUNSET dat e. <—
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Rural |1SSUES <—
Task Force Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:
"Task force." The interageney Task Force on Rural Afai+rs <—
| SSUES created by section 3. <—

Section 3. Task force.
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(A) CREATION. --THE TASK FORCE ON RURAL | SSUES | S CREATED <—
WTH N THE OFFI CE OF THE GOVERNOR AS AN ADVI SORY BOARD.

(B) MEMBERSH P. - - THE TASK FORCE SHALL CONSI ST OF 12 MEMBERS.
SI X MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR. THREE MEMBERS
SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE PRESI DENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE,
TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE FROM THE MAJORI TY PARTY AND ONE MEMBER
SHALL BE FROM THE M NORI TY PARTY. THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES, TWO
MEMBERS SHALL BE FROM THE MAJORI TY PARTY AND ONE MEMBER SHALL BE
FROM THE M NORI TY PARTY.

(c) Terms.--The termof a nenber of the task force shall run
fromthe date of appointnment until 30 days after the convening
of the next regular session of the CGeneral Assenbly and until a
successor is appointed and qualified. Appointnents to the task
force shall take effect 31 days after the convening of the
regul ar session of the CGeneral Assenbly. A vacancy in the
menbership shall be filled by the appointing power naking the
ori ginal appointnent for the unexpired term

(d) Organization.--The task force shall organize as soon as
possi bl e after 31 days after the conveni ng of a EACH regul ar <—

session of the General Assenbly, at the call of the Speaker—of <—
theHouse—of Representatives GOVERNOR, by el ecti ng FROM AMONG <—
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1 |ITS MEMBERS a chairman, vice chairman and a secretary. Fhe
2  seeretary—heed-nAst—bea rmerber—ot—the cormtttee—

3 Section 4. Powers and duti es.

4 The powers and duties of the task force shall be to:

5 (1) Serve as a repository of data about rural issues and
6 pr obl ens.

7 (2) Conduct research and encourage research by coll eges
8 and universities, other governnental units and private

9 or gani zati ons.

10 (3) Identify and nake recommendati ons concerning rural
11 probl ems WHI CH ARE OF AN | NTERAGENCY OR | NTERGOVERNVENTAL

12 NATURE i ncluding, but not |limted to, agricultural,

13 educational, nedical, social, transportation, environnental,
14 econonmi ¢ and | and use, that affect the econony and peopl e of
15 rural areas.

16 (4) Ildentify defietrencies—in—governrental—servieces AREAS
17 OF NEED IN RURAL REA ONS and identify the resources of

18 vari ous FEDERAL, State and |ocal agencies to address the

19 deft+eienetes THESE NEEDS

20 (5) Devel op recommendati ons on ways to inprove

21 governnmental services in rural Pennsylvania, including

22 drafting | egislation when changes in |aw are reconmended.

23 (6) Conduct public hearings to solicit testinmony from
24 public and private agencies, citizens and representatives of
25 | ocal government on the status of rural services in this

26 Commonweal t h.

27 (7) Provide THE GOVERNOR AND the Ceneral Assenbly with
28 an annual report on the findings, reconmendati ons and

29 acconpl i shnents of the task force.

30 £3y—Employ—and—tx—the compensat+on—ob—experts—
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I ’ . | . I | |
pecessary—to—ecarry—out—thework ol the taskftoree—
9> (8) Enter into contracts and make grants in the
execution of its powers and duties.
. . : on. -
. : I ‘g . | f thi 4 I
Cenerab—Asserbly—
SECTI ON 5.  SUNSET. <—
THE TASK FORCE SHALL TERM NATE ALL ACTIVITI ES AND SHALL GO
QUT OF EXI STENCE DECEMBER 31, 1987, UNLESS OTHERW SE
REESTABLI SHED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS
OF THE ACT OF DECEMBER 22, 1981 (P.L.508, NO 142), KNOW AS THE
SUNSET ACT.
SECTI ON 6. TRANSFER.
AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED TO THE | NTERAGENCY RURAL AFFAI RS TASK
FORCE BY THE ACT OF JULY 21, 1983 (P.L.603, NO 7A), KNOMW AS THE
SUPPLEMENTAL GENERAL APPROPRI ATI ONS ACT FOR THE FI SCAL YEAR
1983- 1984, SHALL BE DEEMED AN APPROPRI ATI ON TO THE TASK FORCE
ESTABLI SHED BY THI S ACT. ALL PERSONNEL, ALLOCATI ONS, EQUI PMENT,
FI LES, RECORDS, CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS, OBLI GATI ONS AND OTHER
MATERI ALS WHI CH ARE USED, EMPLOYED OR EXPENDED | N CONNECTI ON
W TH THE PONERS, DUTIES OR FUNCTI ONS OF THE | NTERAGENCY RURAL
AFFAI RS TASK FORCE ARE HEREBY TRANSFERRED TO THE TASK FORCE
ESTABLI SHED BY THI S ACT WTH THE SAME FORCE AND EFFECT AS | F THE
APPROPRI ATI ONS HAD BEEN MADE TO AND SAI D | TEMS HAD BEEN THE
PROPERTY OF THE TASK FORCE IN THE FI RST | NSTANCE AND | F SAI D
CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS AND OBLI GATI ONS HAD BEEN | NCURRED OR
ENTERED | NTO BY SAI D TASK FORCE.

Section 6 7. Ef fecti ve date. <—
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1 This act shall take effect inmediately.

K14L71VDL/ 19830H1698B3269 - 5 -



