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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1573 >

| NTRODUCED BY SAURMAN, | TKIN, E. Z. TAYLOR, HALUSKA, HAGARTY,
MORRI'S, J. L. WVRIGHT, G MN, WXN AK, BOANSER, PETRONE,
HERVAN, OLASZ, WOGAN, JOHNSON, FI SCHER, SEMMEL, BUNT,
SI RIANNI AND REBER, OCTOBER 12, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, OCTOBER 12, 1983
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AN ACT
Providing for a loan programfor senior citizens; establishing
the Senior Citizens Revolving Relief Fund; providing further
duties of the Departnent of Aging; and maki ng an
appropriation fromthe Lottery Fund.

This act shall provide a funding source for certain eligible
senior citizens to receive |l oans for the purpose of nmaki ng hone
i nprovenents and certain necessary financial expenditures. In
recogni tion of the severe econom c plight of certain senior
citizens, widows and wi dowers, the Ceneral Assenbly considers it
to be a matter of sound public policy to nake special provisions
to assist these persons to neet rising costs of utilities, food,
transportation, property taxes, honme rehabilitati on expenses,
rental expense, nedical and dental care, prescriptions,
eyegl asses and all other general and special needs. In
recognition of the individual differences and uni que needs of
t hese persons, the General Assenbly deens it appropriate public

policy to provide a revolving relief fund in order to assi st

t hese persons in neeting their particular econom c needs.
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The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Senior
Citizens Revolving Relief Fund Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent.” The Departnent of Aging.

"Fund." The Senior Citizens Revolving Relief Fund.

Section 3. Loan program

(a) Eligibility.--All persons who are currently 65 years of
age or older and those persons who are participating in the
property tax or rent rebate program as authorized by the act of
March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the Senior Citizens
Rebat e and Assi stance Act, shall be eligible for a |loan fromthe
fund. Application for the |loans shall be nade in the manner and
on the forns as are prescribed by the departnent.

(b) Limts on |loans.--The departnment, following its review
of each | oan application, may approve any | oan sought solely for
the benefit of an eligible senior citizen or other eligible
per son.

(c) Interest and repaynent period.--Al |oans approved by
t he departnent under this section shall bear interest at a rate
substantially equal to the departnment's cost of adm nistering
this act and shall be repaid at the tinme as the borrower repays
it or not later than the date on which the departnent determ nes
that the estate and inheritance tax has been settl ed.

(d) Lien.--The departnent, prior to its approval of any | oan
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1 application, will require that the applicant enter into an

2 agreenent which would provide for a lien upon the property until
3 such tine as the |l oan, together with interest, has been repaid.
4 The departnment shall record the lien provided for under this

5 section with the office of the prothonotary of the county

6 wherein the eligible applicant resides and the lien shall be

7 given a priority exceeded only by clainms of the Federal

8 Governnment insofar as the laws of the United States may give a
9 prior claimto the Federal Governnent. Wen an applicant repays
10 to the Conmonweal th the anobunt of the |oan, together with

11 interest, the departnent shall release the lien.

12 Section 4. Fund.

13 There is hereby established a separate account in the State
14 Treasury to be known as the Senior Ctizens Revolving Relief

15 Fund.

16 Section 5. Rules and regul ati ons.

17 The departnent may, in the manner provided by |aw, pronul gate
18 the rules, regulations and fornms necessary to carry out this

19 act.
20 Section 6. Appropriation.
21 (a) General rule.--Notw thstanding section 12 of the act of
22 August 26, 1971 (P.L.351, No.91), known as the State Lottery
23 Law, all funds fromthe annual |ottery surplus are hereby
24 appropriated out of the Lottery Fund to the Senior Citizens
25 Revolving Relief Fund on a continuing basis.
26 (b) Balance reports.--On or before June 1, the State
27 Treasurer shall notify the Department of Aging the anount of
28 noneys collected in the Senior Citizens Revolving Relief Fund
29 Restricted Account.
30 (c) Definition.--As used in this section "annual lottery
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surplus” shall nean the bal ance of funds remaining in the
Lottery Fund on June 30 of each year after having subtracted
fromthe annual gross revenue derived fromthe operation of the
State Lottery all prizes, programcosts, other than the costs
for the paynment of |oans, and adm nistration expenses accrued as
of said date.

Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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