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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1156 =%

| NTRODUCED BY | TKI N, CESSAR, POIT, TRELLO, SEVENTY, M CHLOVIC,
VAN HORNE, DeLUCA, PI STELLA AND PRESTON, JUNE 6, 1983

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 11, 1983
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 21, 1939 (P.L.626, No.294), entitled

"An act providing for and regul ating the assessnent and

val uation of all subjects of taxation in counties of the

second cl ass; creating and prescribing the powers and duties

of a Board of Property Assessnment, Appeals and Revi ew

i mposing duties on certain county and city officers;

abol i shing the board for the assessnment and revision of taxes

in such counties; and prescribing penalties,” providing for
the right to appeal before the board for persons suffering
catastrophic | osses to their property.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 10 of the act of June 21, 1939 (P.L. 626,
No. 294), referred to as the Second C ass County Assessnent Law,
anended Decenber 13, 1982 (P.L.1186, No.272), is anmended to
read:

Section 10. (a) The board shall, as provided by this act
and by the provisions of existing | aw, exam ne and revise the
assessnments and val uations, increasing or decreasing the sane as
in their judgnment nmay seem proper, and shall add thereto such

property or subjects of taxation as may have been om tted.
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(b) After such revision, the board shall, by rule, fix
convenient times for the hearing of appeals from said
assessnents and val uati ons.

(c) In any appeal of an assessnent the board shall make the
foll ow ng determ nations:

(1) The current market value for the tax year in question.

(2) The conmon | evel ratio.

(d) The board, after determining the current market val ue of
the property for the tax year in question, shall then apply the
established predetermned ratio to such val ue unl ess the comon
| evel ratio varies by nore than fifteen percent (15% fromthe
established predeterm ned ratio, in which case the board shal
apply the common level ratio to the current market val ue of the
property for the tax year in question.

(e) Nothing herein shall prevent any appellant from

appeal i ng any base year valuation without reference to ratio.

(f) [The] Except as provided for in subsection (g), the
val uati ons determned in accordance with this section shal
stand as the valuations for the assessnents of all county and
institution district taxes and for such other political
subdi visions as levy their taxes on county assessnents and
valuations in the county until the next triennial assessnent.

(g) Persons who have suffered catastrophic | osses to their

property shall have the right to appeal before the board, WTH N <—

THE RENMAI NDER OF THE COUNTY FI SCAL_YEAR I N WH CH THE

CATASTROPHI C LOSS OCCURRED, OR WTHIN SI X (6) MONTHS OF THE DATE

ON WHI CH THE CATASTROPHI C LOSS OCCURRED, WHI CHEVER Tl ME_PERI GD

IS LONGER. The duty of the board shall be to eensider <

reassessing REASSESS the val ue of the property in the foll ow ng <—

manner: the value of the property before the catastrophic | oss
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based on the percentage of the taxable year for which the

property stood at its forner value, added to the val ue of the

property after the catastrophic | oss, based on the percentage of

the taxable year for which the property stood at its reduced

val ue. Any property inprovenents nmade subsequent to the

catastrophic loss in the sane tax year shall not be included in

the reassessnent as herein described for that tax year. Any

adj ustnent in an assessnent pursuant to this subsecti on shall be

refl ected by the appropriate taxing authorities in the formof a

credit for the next succeeding tax year. For purposes of this

subsection, the phrase "catastrophic | oss" shall nean any | oss

affeeting DUE TO M NE SUBSI DENCE, FIRE, FLOOD OR OTHER NATURAL <—

DI SASTERS WHI CH AFFECTS THE PHYSI CAL STATE OF THE real property

AND whi ch exceeds fifty percent (50% of the narket value of the <—

real property prior to the | oss.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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