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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 941 5

| NTRODUCED BY FREIND, J. L. WRI GHT, GLADECK, LETTERVAN, SAURMAN,
PH LLI PS, KOSI NSKI, PUNT, CMN, RYBAK, SCHEETZ, FLICK
NOYE, Cl VERA, O DONNELL, MAI ALE, BUNT, PITTS, F. E. TAYLOR
MRKONI C, MORRI'S, JOHNSON, BELARDI, MERRY, AFFLERBACH
B. SM TH, MADI GAN, HERSHEY, OLASZ, CLYMER AND O BRI EN, MNAY 3
1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MAY 3, 1983
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, extending direct crimnal
contenpt of court powers to district justices and judges of
the Traffic Court of Phil adel phia.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed
Statutes is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

8 4137. Contenpt powers of district justices.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b),

district justices shall have the power to inflict sumary

puni shnents for contenpts of court in the case of the

m sbehavi or of any person in the presence of the court, thereby

obstructing the admi ni stration of justice.

(b)Y Stay of contenpt conviction.--Any puni shnent i nposed by

a district justice for contenpt under subsection (a) shall be

stayed for a period of ten days fromthe date of inposition of
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t he puni shment to allow the offender to appeal to the court of

commpn pleas of the judicial district, or until disposition of

t he appeal, whichever is | ater.

(c) Punishnent.--Except as otherwi se provided in this title

or by statute hereafter enacted, punishnent for a contenpt

specified in subsection (a) may be by fine not exceedi ng $100 or

by i npri sonnent not exceeding ten days in the jail of the county

where the district justice is sitting, or both, in the

di scretion of the district justice.

8 4138. Contenpt powers of judges of the Traffic Court of

Phi | adel phi a.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b),

judges of the Traffic Court of Phil adel phia shall have the power

to inflict sunmary puni shnents for contenpts of court in the

case of the m sbehavior of any person in the presence of the

court, thereby obstructing the adm ni strati on of justice.

(b)Y Stay of contenpt conviction.--Any puni shnent i nposed by

a judge of the Traffic Court of Phil adel phia for contenpt under

subsection (a) shall be stayed for a period of ten days fromthe

date of inposition of the puni shnment to all ow the offender to

appeal to the court of commpn pleas of the judicial district, or

until disposition of the appeal, whichever is |ater.

(c) Punishnent.--Except as otherwi se provided in this title

or by statute hereafter enacted, punishnent for a contenpt

specified in subsection (a) may be by fine not exceedi ng $100 or

by i npri sonnent not exceeding ten days in the jail of the county

where the judge is sitting, or both, in the discretion of the

judge.
Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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