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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. /94 =%

| NTRODUCED BY KENNEDY, MARM ON, CAWLEY, PETRARCA, NOYE AND BOOK
APRIL 13, 1983

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 13, 1983
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AN ACT
Providing for the repaynent of grants following revitalization
of distressed conmercial areas and the creation of increased
commercial job opportunities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Distributive
Educati on | nprovenent Act.

Section 2. Legislative intent.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th recogni zes the need
to provide financial assistance to nmunicipalities to revitalize
di stressed comercial areas. The General Assenbly al so
recogni zes that through grants provided by the Comonweal th for
revitalizing distressed commerci al areas, businesses |ocated in
t hose commercial areas upon the conpletion of the inprovenents
financed by the grants, benefit through increased sales; and the

muni ci pality in which the coomercial center is |located al so

benefits through increased tax revenues resulting fromthe new
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commercial activity and increased val ue of commrercial property.
Therefore a need exists to have a portion of the funds which
made possible the stabilization of the once distressed
commercial areas repaid at the conpletion of the inprovenents
financed by the grants. A need to create nore job opportunities
and educational progranms in the area of distributive education
for students in this Commonweal th al so exists and it is the
intent of the General Assenbly to create new comrercial job
opportunities and i nprove and expand distributive education
prograns by financing the prograns through the repaynent of
revitalization grants for distressed commercial areas currently
bei ng funded in this Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Gant qualification.

Any applicant receiving a grant adm ni stered by the
Department of Comrunity Affairs from funds appropriated by the
CGeneral Assenbly after the effective date of this act for
prograns ainmed at revitalizing distressed commercial areas
including grants to nunicipalities and redevel opnment authorities
for downtown revitalization projects and public-private
partnershi p devel opnents under the departnent's Snal
Communities and Community Revitalization Assistance Prograns,
shall be subject to repaynent as provided for in section 4.
Section 4. Method of repaynent.

(a) Annual paynents.--Applicants receiving grants as
described in section 3, beginning 12 nonths after receipt of the
final grant paynent, shall repay 10% of the original grant award
per year for a period of five consecutive years.

(b) No interest.--The amobunt to be repaid by the applicant
shal |l not include interest.

(c) Extension of tine.--The departnent shall have the
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di scretion to extend for a period not to exceed 12 nonths the
date of any installnent due, where the departnent determ nes
there is sufficient cause for an extension of the repaynent
terns.

Section 5. Special fund.

Al'l grant repaynents nmade by recipients of grants as
described in section 3, shall upon receipt by the departnent, be
deposited in a special fund to be established in the Departnent
of Education and adm ni stered by the Departnment of Education for
t he purpose of furthering distributive education progranms in the
Commonweal th which will result in increased commercial job
opportunities for students. No additional personnel shall be
hired by the Departnment of Education with these funds.

Section 6. Distributive education prograns.

(a) Develop program --The Departnent of Education shal
within 12 nonths following the effective date of this act,
devel op a conpetitive distributive education program for schools
in the Commonweal th which shall be funded fromrevenue fromthe
speci al fund described in section 5. The purpose of the program
shal |l be to:

(1) Inprove or expand the distributive education
progranms currently being adm ni stered by schools in this
Commonweal t h.

(2) Increase commercial job opportunities available to
students in this Commonweal t h.

(b) Regul ations.--The Departnent of Education shall devel op
necessary inplenmenting regulations and the funding formula for
di stributing annually to schools in this Comonweal th those
funds deposited in the special fund described in section 5, for

prograns which are devel oped by schools that neet the objectives
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1 described in this section.

2 Section 7. Penalty.

3 Any recipient of a grant as described in section 3 that fails
4 to satisfy the terns of the repaynent schedul e established by

5 the departnment shall until all grants are repaid be ineligible
6 to receive any State funds fromany source. This penalty may be
7 waived by the Departnent of Community Affairs if the applicant
8 is deenmed to be in a depressed area.

9 Section 8. Severability.
10 If any provision of this act or the application thereof to
11 any person or circunstances is held invalid, such invalidity
12 shall not affect other provisions or applications of the act
13 which can be given effect without the invalid provision or
14 application, and to this end the provisions of this act are
15 declared to be severable.
16 Section 9. Effective date.
17 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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