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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 617 5
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AN ACT
Provi di ng rei nbursenment by insurance conpani es, professional
heal th service plan corporations, fraternal benefit societies
and voluntary nonprofit health service plans for services
performed by a registered nurse.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Policies, contracts or certificates covered.
(a) Coverage enunerated.--This act shall apply to every
group or individual policy, contract or certificate issued
t hereunder, of health, sickness or accident insurance delivered
or issued for delivery within the Conmonweal th includi ng, but
not limted to, policies, contracts or certificates issued by:
(1) Any stock insurance conpany as defined in section
202(c)(4) and (11) and any nutual insurance conpany as
defined in section 202(d)(1) of the act of May 17, 1921
(P.L.682, No.284), known as The I nsurance Conpany Law of

1921.



1 (2) Any hospital plan corporation as defined in 40

2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan corporations).

3 (3) Any professional health services plan corporation as
4 defined in 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional health
5 services plan corporations).

6 (4) Any fraternal benefit society as defined in 40

7 Pa.C.S. Ch. 65 (relating to fraternal benefit societies).

8 (5) Any voluntary nonprofit health service plan as

9 defined in the act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No. 364),
10 known as the Heal th M ntenance Organi zation Act.

11 (6) Any person who sells or issues contracts or

12 certificates of insurance which neet the requirenents of this
13 act .

14 (b) Application to policies, etc.--This act shall apply to

15 policies, contracts or certificates issued, renewed, nodified,
16 altered, amended or reissued on or after the effective date of
17 this act.

18 Section 2. Scope of coverage.

19 Whenever a policy, contract or certificate provides for

20 reinbursenent for any service which is within the scope of

21 practice for which registered professional nurses are |icensed
22 pursuant to the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), known as
23 The Professional Nursing Law, the insured or any other person
24 covered by the policy, contract or certificate shall be entitled
25 to reinbursenent either directly to the insured or to the

26 provider of the service, when the service is perfornmed by a

27 registered nurse permtted by law to performthat service. \Wen
28 services may legally be perforned by a |licensed registered

29 professional nurse, without the intervention, supervision,

30 prescription or order of a physician, reinbursement for the
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1 services may not be conditioned upon the intervention,

2 supervision, prescription or order of a physician.

3 Section 3. Rules and regul ati ons.

4 The I nsurance Comm ssioner shall promul gate such rul es and

5 regulations as are deened necessary for the effective

6 inplenentation and operation of this act. Public hearings shal
7 be held prior to the pronul gation of any regulations, including
8 a verbatimtranscript and cross-exanm nation of all w tnesses in
9 accordance with applicable rules of procedure, unless the

10 regulation or amendnent is insubstantial.

11 Section 4. Construction of act.

12 This act shall not apply to in-hospital nursing care and

13 shall not be construed to affect or inpair hospital procedures
14 for billing for in-hospital nursing care.

15 Section 5. Effective date.

16 This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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