HOUSE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1087, 1294, 1395, PRINTER S NOo. 1700

1409

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 942 =55

I NTRODUCED BY LOEPER, HESS AND FI SHER, JUNE 24, 1981

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY 24, 1982
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AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, further providing for
l[imted Statew de police powers for nunicipal police officers
and retaining certain immunities and benefits.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 8901 of Title 42, act of November 25,

1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, is repeal ed.

Section 2. Title 42 is anended by addi ng a subchapter to

read:
SUBCHAPTER D
MUNI CI PAL POLI CE JURI SDI CTI ON
Sec.
8951. Definitions.
8952. Primary nunicipal police jurisdiction.
8953. Statewi de nunicipal police jurisdiction.
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8954. Nonconpl i ance with mandatory certificati on requirenents.

§ 8951. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shal |l have, unless the context clearly indi cates otherw se, the

meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Chief |aw enforcenent officer." The head of a duly

consti tuted nuni ci pal | aw enf orcenent agency which reqularly

provides primary police services to a political subdivision or,

in the absence of any such nunici pal | aw enforcenent agency, the

commandi ng of fi cer of the Pennsylvania State Police install ation

whi ch reqularly provides prinary police services to the

political subdivision

"Muni ci pal police officer." Any natural person who is

properly enpl oyed by a nunicipality, including a hone rule

muni ci pality, as a reqular full-time or part-tine police

officer.
"Primary jurisdiction." The geographical area within the
territorial limts of a municipality or any | awful conbi nati on

of municipalities which enploys a nunicipal police officer.

"Training law." The act of June 18, 1974 (P.L.359, No.120),

referred to as the Miunici pal Police Educati on and Trai ni ng Law.

8§ 8952. Pri mary nmuni ci pal police jurisdiction.

Any duly enpl oyed nuni ci pal police officer shall have the

power and authority to enforce the |laws of this Commonweal th or

ot herwi se performthe functions of that office anywhere wi thin

his prinmary jurisdiction as to:

(1) Any offense which the officer views or otherw se has

pr obabl e cause to believe was conmtted within said

jurisdiction.

(2) Any other event that occurs within his prinmary

19810S0942B1700 - 2 -
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jurisdiction and whi ch reasonably requires action on the part

of the police in order to preserve, protect or defend persons

or property or to otherwise maintain the peace and dignity of

this Conmonweal t h.

8 8953. Statewi de municipal police jurisdiction.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any duly enpl oyed nuni ci pal police

officer who is within this Commonweal th, but beyond the

territorial limts of his primary jurisdiction, shall have the

power and authority to enforce the |laws of this Commonweal th or

ot herwi se performthe functions of that office as if enforcing

those | aws or perform ng those functions within the territorial

limts of his primary jurisdiction in the foll owi ng cases:

(1) Where the officer is acting pursuant to the

requi renents of an arrest warrant or search warrant where

such seareh warrant is limted to persons or property |ocated <—

within the urisdietion JUDICIAL DI STRICT of the commpbn pleas <—

court within which the pmypicipality PRI MARY JURI SDI CTlI ON OF <—

THE OFFI CER i s situated.

(2) Where the officer is in pursuit of any person for

any of fense which was comm tted, or whi ch he has probabl e

cause to believe was commtted, within his primry

jurisdiction and for which of fense the officer continues in

pursuit of the person after the comm ssion of the offense.

(3) Wiere the officer has been requested to aid or

assist any local, State or Federal | aw enforcenent officer or

ot herwi se has probabl e cause to believe that the other

officer is in need of aid or assistance.

(4) Where the officer has obtained the prior consent of

the chief | aw enforcenent officer, or a person authorized by

himto give consent, of the organi zed | aw enf or cenent agency

19810S0942B1700 - 3 -
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whi ch provides primary police services to a political

subdi vi sion which is beyond that officer's primary

jurisdiction, to enter the other jurisdiction for the purpose

of conducting official duties which arise fromofficial

matters within his prinmary jurisdiction.

(5) Where the officer is on official business and vi ews

an of fense, or has probabl e cause to believe that an offense

has been comm tted, and nmkes a reasonable effort to identify

hinself as a police officer and which offense is a fel ony,

m sdeneanor, breach of the peace or other act which presents

an i nmedi ate cl ear and present danger to persons or property.

(b) Limtation.--Nothing contained in subsection (a) shal

be deened to extend or otherw se enlarge a nunici pal police

officer's power and authority to arrest any person for a sunmary

or m sdeneanor offense whi ch such officer does not view, unless

specifically authorized by | aw

(c) Relinguishing authority.--Wenever a nunicipal police

officer exercises any power or authority over any person or

event pursuant to the provisions of subsection (a)(3), (4), (5)

or (6) the officer shall relinquish authority and control over

any such person or event upon the request of the chief | aw

enforcenent officer, or a person authorized by himto nake the

request, of the organi zed | aw enf orcenent agency which reqularly

provides primary police services in the nmunicipality.

(d) Immunities and benefits preserved. --Any nuni ci pal police

officer who exerci ses any power or authority granted under this
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section, and the enpl oyi ng municipality of the police officer,

shall have the sane immunities fromliability as would be

applicable if the actions were perforned within the territorial

boundaries of the officer's primary jurisdiction and the police

officer shall be entitled to the sane benefits of enpl oynent as

the officer would possess if acting solely within his prinmary

jurisdiction. Nothing herein shall be construed to restrict the

authority of any nunicipality to limt the exerci se of any power

or authority conferred on its police by this section.

8§ 8954. Nonconpl i ance with mandatory certificati on requirenents.

Any person enpl oyed as a nuni ci pal police officer who is

subject to the nandatory certification requirenents of the

training law and fails to obtain the required certification from

t he Conm ssi oner of the Pennsylvania State Police within the

tinme limts provided by | aw shall cease to be enpowered or

aut hori zed to function as a nunicipal police officer for any

pur pose what soever.

Section 3. Al acts or parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as
they are inconsistent with this act.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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