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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 838 *%a”

I NTRODUCED BY SNYDER AND KUSSE, MAY 27, 1981

SENATOR SNYDER, PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, AS AMENDED,
JUNE 23, 1981
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AN ACT

<

AVENDI NG THE ACT OF JULY 19, 1979 (P.L.130, NO 48), ENTITLED "AN <—
ACT RELATI NG TO HEALTH CARE; PRESCRI BI NG THE PONERS AND
DUTI ES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH;, ESTABLI SHI NG AND
PROVI DI NG THE POAERS AND DUTI ES OF THE STATE HEALTH
COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L, HEALTH SYSTEMS AGENCI ES AND HEALTH CARE
POLI CY BOARD I N THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND STATE HEALTH
FACI LI TY HEARI NG BOARD | N THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE;
PROVI DI NG FOR CERTI FI CATI ON OF NEED OF HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS
AND PRESCRI Bl NG PENALTI ES, " DELETI NG CERTAI N DEFI NI TI ONS AND
REQUI REMENTS.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 801.1, ACT OF JULY 19, 1979 (P.L.130, <—
NO. 48), KNOWN AS THE "HEALTH CARE FACI LI TIES ACT," ADDED JULY
12, 1980 (P.L.655, NO 136), IS AVENDED TO READ:



SECTI ON 801.1. PURPGSE.

IT 1S THE PURPCSE OF THI S CHAPTER TO PROTECT AND PROMOTE THE
PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE THROUGH THE ESTABLI SHMVENT AND
ENFORCEMENT OF REGULATI ONS SETTI NG M NI MUM STANDARDS | N THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON OF HEALTH CARE
FACI LI TI ES. SUCH STANDARDS ARE | NTENDED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE TO
ASSURE SAFE, ADEQUATE AND EFFI CI ENT FACI LI TI ES AND SERVI CES, AND
TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND ADEQUATE CARE OF THE PATI ENTS
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OR RESI DENTS OF SUCH FACILITIES. IT IS ALSO THE PURPOCSE OF TH S
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CHAPTER TO ASSURE QUALI TY HEALTH CARE THROUGH APPROPRI ATE AND

=
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NONDUPLI CATI VE REVI EW AND | NSPECTI ON W TH DUE REGARD TO THE

=
N

PROTECTI ON OF THE HEALTH AND RI GHTS OF PRI VACY OF PATI ENTS AND

=
w

W THOUT UNREASONABLY | NTERFERI NG W TH THE OPERATI ON OF THE

H
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HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY [ OR HOVE HEALTH AGENCY] .
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SECTION 2. THE DEFI NI TIONS OF "HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY" AND
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"HOVE HEALTH CARE AGENCY" | N SECTION 802.1 OF THE ACT, ADDED

=
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JULY 12, 1980 (P.L.655, NO 136), ARE AMENDED TO READ:
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SECTI ON 802.1. DEFI NI TI ONS.

=
O

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S CHAPTER

N
o

SHALL HAVE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE, THE

N
=

MEANI NGS G VEN THEM I N THI' S SECTI ON:

* * %
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"HEALTH CARE FACI LITY." A GENERAL, TUBERCULCSI S, CHRONI C

N
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DI SEASE OR OTHER TYPE OF HOSPI TAL, A SKILLED NURSI NG FACI LI TY, A

N
(63}

HOVE HEALTH CARE AGENCY, AN | NTERVEDI ATE CARE FACI LI TY, AN

N
(e}

AMBULATORY SURG CAL FACILITY, BI RTH CENTER REGARDLESS OF WHETHER

N
~

SUCH HEALTH CARE FACI LITY IS OPERATED FOR PROFI T, NONPROFI T OR

N
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BY AN AGENCY OF THE COVMONWEALTH OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT. THE TERM

N
(o]

HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY SHALL NOT | NCLUDE AN OFFI CE USED PRI MARI LY
30 FOR THE PRI VATE PRACTI CE OF MEDI ClI NE, OSTECPATHY, OPTQOVETRY,
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CHI ROPRACTI C, PCDI ATRY OR DENTI STRY, NOR A PROGRAM WHI CH RENDERS
TREATMENT OR CARE FOR DRUG OR ALCOHOL ABUSE OR DEPENDENCE UNLESS
LOCATED WTH N A HEALTH FACI LI TY, NOR A HOVE HEALTH CARE AGENCY,

NOR A FACI LI TY PROVI DI NG TREATMENT SOLELY ON THE BASI S OF PRAYER
OR SPI RI TUAL MEANS. A MENTAL RETARDATI ON FACILITY IS NOT A
HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT THAT I T PROVI DES

SKI LLED NURSI NG CARE. THE TERM HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY SHALL NOT
APPLY TO A FACI LI TY WHI CH | S CONDUCTED BY A RELI G QUS

ORGANI ZATI ON FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG HEALTH CARE SERVI CES
EXCLUSI VELY TO CLERGYMEN OR OTHER PERSONS I N A RELI Gl QUS
PROFESSI ON WHO ARE MEMBERS OF A RELI G OUS DENOM NATI ON,

["HOVE HEALTH CARE AGENCY." AN ORGANI ZATI ON OR PART THERECF
STAFFED AND EQUI PPED TO PROVI DE NURSI NG AND AT LEAST ONE
THERAPEUTI C SERVI CE TO DI SABLED, AGED, | NJURED OR S| CK PERSONS
I N THEI R PLACE OF RESI DENCE. THE AGENCY MAY ALSO PROVI DE OTHER
HEALTH RELATED SERVI CES TO PROTECT AND MAI NTAI N PERSONS | N THEI R
OWN HOME.

SECTI ON 3. SUBSECTI ON (D) OF SECTI ON 806, SUBSECTI ON (B) OF
SECTI ON 808 AND SUBSECTI ON (A) OF SECTI ON 820 OF THE ACT, ADDED
JULY 12, 1980 (P.L.655, NO 136), ARE AMVENDED TO READ:

SECTI ON 806. LI CENSURE.

[(D) HOVE HEALTH CARE AGENCY REGULATI ONS.--| N DEVELOPI NG
RULES AND REGULATI ONS FOR LI CENSURE OF HOVE HEALTH CARE AGENCI ES
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL TAKE | NTO CONSI DERATI ON THE STANDARDS OF
THE NATI ONAL ASSOCI ATI ON OF HOME HEALTH AGENCI ES, NATI ONAL
LEAGUE OF NURSI NG JOI NT COMM SSI ON ON THE ACCREDI TATI ON OF
HOSPI TALS AND NATI ONAL COUNCI L FOR HOVEMAKERS, HOVE HEALTH Al DES
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AND OTHER ACCREDI TI NG BODI ES AS THE DEPARTMENT MAY FI ND

APPROPRI ATE. HOVE HEALTH CARE AGENCI ES CERTI FI ED AS PROVI DERS BY
THE DEPARTMENT TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR PURPOSES OF THE
MVEDI CARE PROGRAM SHALL BE DEEMED TO COVPLY W TH AND SATI SFY THE
DEPARTMENT' S REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG HOVE HEALTH CARE ACENCI ES. ]

* * %

SECTI ON 808. | SSUANCE OF LI CENSE.

(B) SEPARATE AND LI M TED LI CENSES. - - SEPARATE LI CENSES SHALL
NOT BE REQUI RED FOR DI FFERENT SERVI CES W THIN A SI NGLE HEALTH
CARE FACI LI TY EXCEPT THAT [ HOME HEALTH CARE OR| SKILLED OR
| NTERVEDI ATE NURSI NG CARE W LL REQUI RE SEPARATE LI CENSES. A
SINGLE FACI LI TY PROVI DI NG BOTH SKI LLED AND | NTERVEDI ATE CARE
SHALL NEED ONLY ONE SEPARATE LI CENSE TO COVER THOSE SERVI CES. A
LI M TED LI CENSE, EXCLUDI NG FROM | TS TERME A PARTI CULAR SERVI CE
OR PORTI ON OF A HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY, NAY BE | SSUED UNDER THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI'S ACT.

SECTI ON 820. EXI STI NG RULES AND REGULATI ONS.

(A)  CONTI NUATI ON OF RULES AND REGULATI ONS. - - EXI STI NG RULES
AND REGULATI ONS APPLI CABLE TO HEALTH CARE FACI LI TIES NOT CLEARLY
| NCONSI STENT W TH THE PROVI S| ONS OF THI S CHAPTER, SHALL REMAI N
| N EFFECT UNTI L REPLACED, REVI SED OR AVENDED. | N DEVELOPI NG
REGULATI ONS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL G VE PRI ORI TY TO DEVELOPI NG
M NI MUM STANDARDS FOR [ HOVE HEALTH AGENCI ES AND| OTHER HEALTH
CARE FACI LI TI ES NOT PREVI QUSLY SUBJECT TO REGULATI ON. SECTI ONS
103.2 AND 103.6 OF TITLE 28 OF THE PENNSYLVANI A CODE ARE
REPEALED.

* * %

SECTION 4. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
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