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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
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| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, MARCH 16, 1981

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 16, 1981

O (o0} ~ » (3] A WNEF

e e = = =
0o N o o A W N - O

A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, permtting the use of suppressed voluntary
adm ssions or confessions to inpeach a defendant's
credibility.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
the provisions of Article Xl thereof:

That section 9 of Article | be anended to read:

8§ 9. Rights of accused in crimnal prosecutions.

In all crimnal prosecutions the accused hath a right to be
heard by hinself and his counsel, to demand the nature and cause
of the accusation against him to neet the witnesses face to
face, to have compul sory process for obtaining witnesses in his
favor, and, in prosecutions by indictnent or information, a
speedy public trial by an inpartial jury of the vicinage; he

cannot be conpelled to give evidence against hinself, nor can he



be deprived of his life, liberty or property, unless by the

j udgnment of his peers or the law of the |land. The use of a

suppressed vol untary adm ssion or voluntary confession to

not be construed as conpelling a person to give evidence agai nst
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