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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 188  *%u&”

I NTRODUCED BY LLOYD, MORRI'S, LASH NGER, KUKOVI CH, BROW\,
COCHRAN, FARGO, GREENWOOD, LUCYK, WOZNI AK AND TELEK, MNAY 4,
1982

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MAY 4, 1982
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In the House of Representatives, May 4, 1982

Sl udge is a product of the sewage treatnent process and
sewage treatnent plant operators have an obligation to dispose
of that sludge in an environnmentally sound way; and

Each option for sewage sludge di sposal including
incineration, burial in a landfill, burial at sea, utilization
as an agricultural fertilizer and application to strip mned
| and, involves certain costs and benefits and poses sone risk to
t he environnent; and

The | and application of liquid and conposted sewage sl udge,
either to fertilize agricultural land or to aid in the
reclamation of strip mned | and, poses a risk of the spread of
viruses and bacteria and a risk that heavy netals will enter the
food chain or the water supply in dangerous anounts; and

The Federal Environnental Protection Agency and the State
Depart ment of Environnmental Resources have regul ati ons and
guidelines with regard to the maxi num anount of sewage sl udge

whi ch shoul d be applied to |land; the manner in which sewage
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sludge is to be handl ed, stored and applied to | and; and the
manner in which that application is to be subsequently nonitored
in order to minimze any adverse environnental inpact; and

The regul ati ons and gui delines are based on expert scientific
opi ni on whi ch has been chal l enged in varying degrees by sone
ot her nmenbers of the scientific community; and

At | east one state has inposed a noratoriumon the
utilization of sewage sludge for agricultural purposes. Several
food processors have refused to use food produced on
agricultural land to which sewage sl udge has been appli ed.
Sewage treatnent plant operators in sone states are placing
i ncreasi ngly heavy reliance on incineration rather than | and
application as the environnmental |y acceptabl e di sposal net hod;
and

Such devel opnents in other states and deci sions by food
processors have increased public skepticismin Pennsylvania
about the environnmental consequences of the |and application of
sewage sl udge, notw thstanding the alleged benefit of sewage
sludge as a cost-effective agricultural fertilizer and as an
environnental ly effective tool for quick reclamation of strip
m ned land with the abatenent of soil erosion and acid mne
dr ai nage; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
directs the Joint Legislative Air and Water Pol | ution Control
and Conservation Comm ttee to conduct, or cause to be conduct ed,
an in-depth investigation of the short-termand | ong-term
envi ronnmental and public health consequences of the | and
application of liquid and conposted sewage sl udge; the adequacy
of the Departnent of Environnmental Resources' regulations,

gui delines and nonitoring to protect public health and the
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envi ronment from seri ous adverse consequences; and the proper
steps to be followed if adverse environnental or public health
consequences are detected; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may contract wi th i ndependent
scientists for the purposes of conducting all or part of the
i nvestigation, provided that before it contracts for the
services of a scientist, it carefully scrutinizes the background
of the scientist to assure objectivity and freedom from any
conflicts of interest; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony, adm nister oaths and affirmations to w tnesses and
conduct inquiries at such places as it deens necessary; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the committee report its findings and any
recommendations it deens appropriate to the House of

Representati ves and the Senate as soon as possible.
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