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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 97 T

| NTRODUCED BY DORR, SEPTEMBER 22, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, SEPTEMBER 22, 1981
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In the House of Representatives, Septenber 22, 1981
Bills which do not violate a provision of the Constitution
shoul d be introduced in both Houses of the General Assenbly as
"joint bills" to expedite the passage of l|egislation and to save
nmoney for the taxpayers; therefore be it
RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the Rules of the House

of Representatives be anended by adding a rule to read:

RULE 28 (a)
Joint Bills
Ajoint bill is a bill which is introduced sinultaneously in

both bodies of the General Assenbly. An original copy of a joint

bill shall be introduced by at | east one nenber of the House and

at | east one nmenber of the Senate. A joint bill shall nane only

one nenber of the House and one nmenber of the Senate as prine

sponsors. The prine sponsors shall designate the bill as a joint

bill. The bill shall carry a parenthetical reference to the

House in which it is introduced until such tine as it is passed

by that body.
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Ajoint bill shall be governed by all House Rul es except as

specifically provided in this rule. A conflict between this rule

and ot her House Rul es shall be resolved in favor of this rule.

Ajoint bill which passes the House shall be laid on the

Speaker's desk where the bill shall lie until the joint bill is

passed by the Senate.

The Speaker of the House shall refer the joint bill to a

Conference Comm ttee upon passage of the joint bill in the

Senate in the manner provided by Rul e 48.

The Conference Conmittee shall reconcile any differences

bet ween the versions of the joint bill passed by the two bodi es

and present their report initially to the body of the prine

sponsor, in accordance with Rule 48. If the Conference Conmttee

finds no differences within the bill, it shall report the sane

in |like nanner.

After being reported from Conference Comrittee, a joint bill:

(1) shall not be adopted unl ess consi dered on three

di fferent days;

(2) shall not be subject to the autonmatic tabling provision

of Rule 22:

(3) shall not be anended; and

(4) shall not be debated except upon third consi deration.

Ajoint bill shall be sent to the Governor after it has been

reported from Conference Conm ttee and subsequently passed by

the General Assenbly.

A separate system shall be established for the i ssuance of

new printer's nunbers for joint bills which they shall receive

when they are reported from conference. The Speaker of the House

shall arrange with the President pro tenpore of the Senate for

the establishnent of the systemfor the nunbering of joint bills
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in order that the joint bill may bear the sane bill nunber in

t he House and Senat e.

The joint bill shall bear the nanes of the prine House

sponsor and the prine Senate sponsor whose nanes shall be first

|i sted by agreenent between said prine sponsors. The joint bil

shall bear the nanes of all other House and Senate sponsors in

al phabeti cal order.

The prine sponsor shall be appointed to the Conference

Committee by the Speaker of the House; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the concurrence of the Senate in this

Resol ution shall constitute an adoption of a Senate Rule to

read:
RULE NO.
Joint Bills
Ajoint bill is a bill which is introduced sinultaneously in

both bodies of the General Assenbly. An original copy of a joint

bill shall be introduced by at | east one nenber of the Senate

and at | east one nenber of the House. Ajoint bill shall nane

only one nenber of the Senate and one nenber of the House as

pri ne sponsors. The prine sponsors shall designate the bill as a

joint bill. The bill shall carry a parenthetical reference to

the House in which it is introduced until such tine as it is

passed by that body.

Ajoint bill shall be governed by all Senate Rul es except as

specifically provided in this rule. A conflict between this rule

and other Senate Rules shall be resolved in favor of this rule.

Ajoint bill which passes the Senate shall be laid on the
desk of the President pro tenpore where it shall lie until the
joint bill is passed by the House of Representatives.

The President pro tenpore shall refer the joint bill to a
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Conference Comm ttee upon passage of the joint bill in the House

of Representatives.

The Conference Conmittee shall reconcile any differences

bet ween the versions of the joint bill passed by the two bodi es

and present their report initially to the body of the prine

sponsor. |If the Conference Conmittee finds no differences within

the bill, it shall report the sane in |i ke manner.

After being reported from Conference Comittee, a joint bill:

(1) shall not be adopted unl ess consi dered on three

di fferent days;

(2) shall not be subject to an automatic tabling provision;

(3) shall not be anended; and

(4) shall not be debated except upon third consi derati on.

Ajoint bill shall be sent to the Governor after it has been

reported from Conference Conm ttee and subsequently passed by

the General Assenbly.

A separate system shall be established for the i ssuance of

new printer's nunbers for joint bills which they shall receive

when they are reported from conference. The President pro

tenpore shall arrange with the Speaker of the House for the

establi shnent of the systemfor the nunbering of joint bills in

order that the joint bill may bear the sane bill nunber in the

Senat e and House.

The joint bill shall bear the nanes of the prine Senate

sponsor and the prine House sponsor whose nanmes shall be first

|i sted by agreenent between said prine sponsors. The joint bil

shall bear the nanes of all other Senate and House sponsors in

al phabeti cal order.

The prine sponsor shall be appointed to the Conference

Committee by the President pro tenpore.
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