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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 85 T

| NTRODUCED BY BRANDT, | TKIN, J. L. WRI GHT, CEI ST, SEVENTY,
COLAFELLA, POIT, MADI GAN, VENGER, MERRY, JACKSCN, VROON,
GRUPPO, SI EM NSKI', RASCO, JOHNSON AND REBER, JUNE 16, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS, JUNE 16, 1981
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In the House of Representatives, June 16, 1981

WHEREAS, On March 28, 1979 the worst accident in the history
of conmerci al nucl ear generation occurred at the Three Ml e
Island Unit Il (TM-2) nucl ear reactor; and

WHEREAS, The Three Mle Island Unit 1 (TM-1) nucl ear
reactor, a separate undamaged nucl ear reactor which occupies the
same site as TM -2, was out of service for routine refueling at
the time of the accident; and

WHEREAS, TM -1 was scheduled to return to service upon
conpl etion of refueling; and

WHEREAS, On July 2, 1979, the Nucl ear Regul atory Comm ssi on
(NRC) ordered that TM-1 remain in a cold shutdown condition
until further order of the Conm ssion and further directed that
heari ngs be conducted prior to any restart of the facility; and

WHEREAS, Hearings on the start-up of TM-1 began on Qctober
15, 1980 by the NRC s Atomi c Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB);
and

WHEREAS, Upon the subm ssion of the ASLB s fornal
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recommendati on on the restart issue to the NRC, the Conm ssion
will make its ruling on this issue within 35 days; and

WHEREAS, The proceedi ngs concerning the question of
restarting TM-1 involve | engthy public hearings and could
suffer maj or del ays; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a rat epayers serviced by TM-1 are
payi ng approximately $9 million a nonth for energy to replace
the power |ost at the undamaged facility; and

WHEREAS, Wil e the base rate of the Metropolitan Edi son
Conpany and the Pennsylvania El ectric Conpany (the Pennsylvani a
electric utilities having ownership in the TM-1 facility) would
yield approximately $46 mllion in additional annual revenue if
TM -1 is returned to service, the reduction in the energy clause
of both conpani es woul d total approximately $105 mllion
annual | y, thus anobunting to a net decrease of $59 mllion for
t he ratepayers of these conpanies; and

VWHEREAS, If TM-1 is returned to service, it would reduce the
nmonthly electric bills of Metropolitan Edi son custoners by about
10% and decrease the nonthly electric bills of Pennsyl vania
El ectric custonmers by about 3.1% and

WHEREAS, The restart of TM-1 will also help every net buying
conpany and its ratepayers within the Pennsyl vani a- New Jer sey-
Maryl and (PJM I nterconnection since the power currently being
purchased to replace the electricity generated at TM-1
di spl aces the | ow cost power that woul d have been avail abl e on
t he Interconnection had TM -1 been in-service; and

WHEREAS, Except for TM-2, the TM-1 facility is the only
Babcock and W1 cox designed pressurized water reactor facility
t hat the Conm ssion has not allowed to return to service; and

WHEREAS, TM -1 received its operating |license on June 24,
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1 1974; went into commercial operation on Septenber 2, 1974; and
2 has had a successful operating history; and

3 VHEREAS, On June 2, 1981, a sinulated accident scenario was
4 conducted at TM to test the response capabilities of both the
5 plant operators and |ocal and State governnental officials to a
6 radiological enmergency. During this nock energency drill, the

7 plant operators and governnental officials adequately

8 denonstrated their ability to respond to a devel opi ng

9 radiological enmergency; therefor be it

10 RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
11 urges the Atom c Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB) to nove

12 expeditiously on its hearing proceedings involving the

13 reactivation of Three-MIle Island Unit | nuclear reactor (TM-1)
14 and submt its recommendation to the Nucl ear Regul atory

15 Comm ssion (NRC) as soon as possible; and be it further

16 RESCLVED, That if the ASLB s hearing proceedings find that

17 the reactivation of TM-1 will not threaten public health and
18 safety and if the ASLB recomrends aut hori zing resunption of

19 operation of this facility, then the General Assenbly urges the
20 NRC to pronptly rule that TM-1 be restarted w thout undue
21 delay; and be it further
22 RESCLVED, That a copy of this resolution be transmtted to
23 each menmber of the Atomi c Safety and Licensing Board and to each
24 comm ssioner of the United States Nucl ear Regul atory Conmm ssi on.
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