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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 56 T

I NTRODUCED BY CEI ST, JOHNSQN, HAYES, WASS, GRABOWEKI
CALTAG RONE, WAMBACH, SEVENTY, CESSAR, PHI LLIPS, MANM LLER
Pl CCOLA, GRI ECO, KENNEDY, RYAN, | TKIN, CONELL, PENDLETON
M SCEVI CH, PI STELLA, TRELLO, MMONAGLE, BELOFF, WARGO,
GAMBLE, DAW DA, MJRPHY, DUFFY, MRKONI C, HORGOS, SHUPNI K
COCHRAN, McI NTYRE, BARBER, PUCCI ARELLI, J. D. WLLIAMS AND
RAPPAPORT, APRIL 22, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS,
APRI L 22, 1981

© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

R e e
A W N LB O

In the House of Representatives, April 22, 1981

WHEREAS, Various officials of the Federal Railway
Adm ni stration (FRA) and of the United States Departnent of
Transportation have rel eased prelimnary statenents calling for
the dissolution of Conrail within the next few years; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly recognizes that
Conrail provides vital transportation services and is an
integral part of the econony of the Conmonwealth and of the
Nort heast Region of the United States; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly has in past sessions enacted
| egi slation ained at assisting Conrail in inplenenting its
revitalization program and

WHEREAS, Conrail has made a significant investnent in
Pennsyl vani a during the past few years by expendi ng hundreds of

mllions of dollars on roadbed inprovenents and purchases or
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rehabilitation of rolling stock; and

WHEREAS, The dissolution of Conrail may lead to a significant
di sruption of rail service, a devaluation of capital investnent,
a devastating | oss of jobs, a detrinmental inpact on rel ated
i ndustries and may deal a severe blowto efforts toward econom c
recovery and devel opnent in the Comonwealth as well as the
entire Northeast Region of the United States; and

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the General Assenbly of Pennsyl vani a
join with Federal Governnent adm nistrators, officials of the
maj or rail conpani es, nenbers of Congress and officials from
other states in the Northeast in recognizing that the Federal
Gover nment cannot support Conrail indefinitely and that nmany
signi ficant changes nust be made in the present Conrail system
if it is to becone a viable, profitable and efficient entity;
and

WHEREAS, Menbers of the General Assenbly support proposals
that permit Conrail to discontinue comruter services, to reduce
its current physical plant and to revise el enents of Federal
| egi sl ati on concerning Conrail enployees; and

WHEREAS, Because of the |lack of detail in the plans recently
rel eased by the Federal Governnent it would be premature to
di smiss the option of preserving Conrail; therefore be it

RESCLVED (the Senate concurring), That the General Assenbly
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania nenorialize President Ronald
Reagan, menbers of Congress and nore specifically the nmenbers of
t he Pennsyl vani a Del egation, officials of the Federal Railway
Adm ni stration and the United States Departnent of
Transportation to permit Conrail to nmake an orderly transition
from Federal support to a nonsubsidized, efficient and

conpetitive entity; and be it further
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1 RESCLVED, That the nmenbers of the Pennsyl vani a CGeneral

2 Assenbly inplore Federal adm nistrators, union officials,

3 nmenbers of Congress and Conrail managenent to secure tinely

4 agreenent on the changes necessary to fulfill these expressed
5 goals and to restore the confidence of the citizens of this

6 Nation.
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