PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1837 PRINTER S NO. 2147

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1575 =%

I NTRODUCED BY CORDI SCO, HASAY, CLARK, PETRARCA, BELARDI ,
SERAFI NI, M LLER, STEVENS, CESSAR, COHEN, CAPPABI ANCA
JACKSQN, CREENFI ELD, WOZNI AK, COCHRAN, FREI ND, BROWN,
KUKOVI CH, GALLAGHER, STEWART, MORRI S, STEI GHANER, DONATUCCI
COLAFELLA, DeWEESE AND E. Z. TAYLOR, JUNE 15, 1981

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 15, 1981
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AN ACT
Est abl i shi ng an—Agert—Orange A VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES | nf or nmat i on
Conmmi ssi on; inposing powers and duties on the conmm ssion;
granting additional powers and duties to the Departnent of
Heal t h and nmaki ng an appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Agent—Orange
Vi-etws—Aet— " VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES | NFORVATI ON ACT. "
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:
"Agent Orange."” The herbicide conmposed of tri-chlorphenoxy
actdi-c—aectd—and—di—echlorphenexy—acidic—aetd— ACI TIC ACI D AND Dl -
CHLORPHENOXYACI TI C ACI D

"Commi ssion." The Agent—Orange VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES



I nformati on Commi ssion established pursuant to section 4.
"Departnment."” The Departnent of Health of the Commobnweal th
of Pennsyl vani a.
"Secretary."” The Secretary of Health of the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.
"VETERAN. " A PERSON VWHO WAS A RESI DENT OF THE COMMONVEALTH
AT THE TIME OF H'S | NDUCTI ON | NTO THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNI TED
STATES OF AMERICA OR IS A RESI DENT OF TH S COMMONWEALTH WHO
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SERVED I N VI ETNAM CAMBODI A, THAI LAND OR LAGCS DURI NG THE VI ETNAM
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CONFLI CT.
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"VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DE. " THE HERBI Cl DES, DEFOLI ANTS AND OTHER
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CAUSATI VE AGENTS, | NCLUDI NG AGENT ORANGE, USED I N THE VI ETNAM
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Section 3. Legislative findings.
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The CGeneral Assenbly finds and determ nes that a | arge nunber

of Vietnam War Veterans were exposed to Agent—Orange—and—other

debiHtating—defoliants HERBI Cl DES, DEFOLI ANTS AND OTHER
CAUSATI VE AGENTS, | NCLUDI NG AGENT ORANGE, during their service
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in Vietnamand that it is a legitimte concern and

N
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responsibility of the State to determ ne the extent of their
i njuri es andto—provide—support—and-counsel-ng—services—to-these
VHEHHTE.
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Section 4. The Agenrt—Orange VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES

| nformati on Conmmi ssi on.
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(a) There is hereby created within the Departnment of Health

N
(e}

an advi sory conm ssion to be known as the Agent—Orange
tafermation VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES Conmmi ssion. This conmi ssion on
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Agent—Orange VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES exposure is to obtain

N
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information relating to the health effects of exposure to
30 herbicides containing dioxin AND OTHER CAUSATI VE AGENTS f or
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Vi etnam veteran residents of the State of Pennsyl vania who may

have been exposed to these substances during their period of

mlitary service.

(B) THE COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF 13 MEMBERS WHO SHALL <—
SERVE FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS. THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT THE
SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND TEN OTHER MEMBERS OF WHOM S| X SHALL BE
HONORABLY DI SCHARGED VETERANS OF THE VI ETNAM CONFLI CT W TH AT
LEAST ONE VETERAN SELECTED FROM EACH OF THE FI VE AREAS COVERED
BY THE GOVERNOR S VETERANS OUTREACH CENTERS OF THE REMAI NI NG
MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE SHALL BE AN
EPI DEM OLOQd ST SELECTED FROM THE STATE PUBLI C HEALTH SCHOQLS,
ONE SHALL BE A HEALTH ENVI RONVENTALI ST SELECTED FROM THE STATE
PUBLI C HEALTH SCHOOLS AND ONE SHALL BE A TOXI COLOQ ST SELECTED
FROM THE STATE PUBLI C HEALTH SCHOOLS AND ONE SHALL BE A
SPECI ALI ST | N PUBLI C HEALTH SELECTED FROM THE STATE PUBLI C
HEALTH SCHOOLS. THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
SHALL APPO NT ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE TO THE COWM SSI ON. THE
PRES|I DENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE SHALL APPO NT ONE MEMBER OF
THE SENATE TO THE COWM SSI ON

(c) The conmi ssion shall elect a chairperson fromthe
menbers of the conm ssion.

(d) Vacancies in the nmenbership of the commi ssion and its

officers shall be filled for the unexpired termin the sane
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manner as the original appointnment or el ection.
(e) The conmi ssion shall neet at |least four tinmes each year
at the call of the chairperson. The initial neeting of the
commi ssion shall be called by the Secretary of Health not |ater
t han Peeerber—1—1981- FEBRUARY 1, 1982. <—
(F) THE COW SSI ON SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED FOR A PERI OD OF TWD
YEARS.
) (G The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no <—
conpensation for their services but shall be allowed their
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performnce of
their duties hereunder.
Section 5. Powers and duties of the conm ssion.
The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Determ ne what nedical, adm nistrative and soci al
assi stance i s needed for wietiws—ofdioxinexposure VETERANS <—
WHO WERE EXPOSED TO VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES and submit its
recommendations to the Legislature for its consideration.

(2) Conduct an extensive outreach programto inform
Vi-ethram-era veterans who may have been exposed to herbici des <—
cont ai ni ng dioxin of any Federal or State assistance
avai l able to them

(3) Act as the official agent of the State for
di ssem nating informati on to Viethram\VWar—Veterans VETERANS <—
about epidem ol ogical or other studies relating to direxin <—
VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES exposure which are being conducted by the <—
Federal or State Governnent.

4y Enploy-and-at—+ts pleasure renove such personnel-as < —
. | i neludi . i _

I : e : . T hei .
b I | 1 abl I o
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Section 6. Cooperation with other agencies.

To the maxi mum extent feasible, the comm ssion shall be
entitled to request and receive and shall utilize and be
provided with such facilities, resources and data of any court,
departnment, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the
State or any political subdivision thereof as it nmay reasonably
request to carry out properly its powers and duties hereunder.
Section 7. Information to be confidential.

The conmi ssion shall not disclose information received
pursuant to this act so as to divulge the identities of the
persons to whomit relates except as is necessary to carry out
t he purposes of this act.

Section 8. Reports.

The comm ssion shall nake a prelimnary report to the
Governor and the Legislature of its findings, conclusions and
recommendations not |ater than March 1, 1982 and a final report
of its findings, conclusions and recommendati ons not |ater than
March 1, 1983.

Section 9. Duties of the Departnent of Health.

For the purpose of identifying persons who were exposed to a
herbi-et-de—contatning—dioxin VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES and for the
pur pose of conpiling data on the health effects of this
exposure, the department shall:

(1) Establish, pronmote and maintain a public infornmation
program on éexin VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES. Such program shal

i nclude, but may not be Iimted to, an effort to contact

Vi-ethram-era veterans who were exposed to the herbicide

cont ai ni ng di oxi n.

o - | denioloaical | f the healtd
‘g : herbicid - i oxi Y
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(2) ESTABLI SH, MAI NTAIN AND PROMOTE A REPORTI NG PROCESS <—
FOR VETERANS WHO WERE EXPOSED TO HERBI Cl DES, DEFOLI ANTS AND
OTHER CAUSATI VE AGENTS, | NCLUDI NG AGENT ORANGE.

(3) Mintain a central data bank within the Departwent <—
of—Health DEPARTMENT for information collected on the health <—
effects of exposure to diexin VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES and for the <—
cat al oguing of existing scientific and nedical literature on
the health effects of this exposure.

(4) Initiate education for health professionals to
assi st themin understanding the potential risks and state-
of -art knowl edge with regard to detection, diagnosis and
treatment of acute and chronic synptons associated with
di-oxin VI ETNAM HERBI Cl DES exposur e. <—

SECTI ON 10. REPORTS TO THE DEPARTMENT. <—
(A) A PHYSI Cl AN VHO HAS PRI MARY RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR TREATI NG
A VETERAN WHO BELI EVES HE MAY HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO CHEM CAL
HERBI Cl DES OR DEFCLI ANTS, | NCLUDI NG AGENT ORANGE, VH LE SERVI NG
IN THE ARVED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES, SHALL, AT THE REQUEST
OF THE VETERAN, SUBM T A REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT ON A FORM
PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT. |F THERE | S NO PHYSI Cl AN HAVI NG
PRI MARY RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR TREATI NG THE VETERAN, THE HOSPI TAL
TREATI NG THE VETERAN SHALL, AT THE REQUEST OF THE VETERAN,
SUBM T THE REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT.
(B) THE FORM PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO THE PHYSI Cl AN
SHALL REQUEST THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON:

(1) SYMPTOVS TO A CHEM CAL HERBI Cl DE OR DEFOLI ANT OR
OTHER CAUSI Tl VE AGENT, | NCLUDI NG AGENT ORANGE.

(2) DI AGNCSI S OF THE VETERAN.

(3) METHODS OF TREATMENT PRESCRI BED.
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(C THE DEPARTMENT MAY REQUI RE THE VETERAN TO PROVI DE SUCH

OTHER | NFORVATI ON AS DETERM NED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE

DEPARTMENT.

Section 46 11. Cooperation with departnent. <—
The secretary may request and shall receive from any

departnment, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the

State or of any political subdivision thereof such assistance

and data as will enable himto properly carry out his activities

her eunder and effectuate the purposes herein set forth. The

secretary nmay al so enter into any contract for services as he

deens necessary with a private agency or concern upon said terns

and conditions as he deens appropriate. Information concerning

patient and nedi cal data provided to the secretary pursuant to

this section shall be kept confidential according to these

provi sions. STATI STI CAL | NFORVATI ON COLLECTED UNDER THI S ACT IS <—

PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON.

SECTION 12. I MMUNITY FROM LI ABI LI TY.
A PHYSI CI AN OR A HOSPI TAL SUBJECT TO THI S ACT WHO COWVPLI ES

WTH THI'S ACT MAY NOT BE HELD ClI VILLY OR CRIM NALLY LI ABLE FOR

PROVI DI NG THE | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED BY THI S ACT.

Section 4%+ 13. Report by departnent. <—
The departnent shall nake an annual report to the Legislature

of its findings and recommendati ons concerning the

ef fectiveness, inpact and benefits derived fromthe speci al

policies as provided for in this seetien ACI. Such report shall <—

be delivered on or before March 1 and shall contain eval uations

of the policies and any |egislation deemed necessary and proper

to the House FEDERAL- STATE RELATI ONS COW TTEE and THE Senate <—
Mlitary and Veterans Affairs Commttees COW TTEE. <—
. . . : o . | . -
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eutreach—serviees—to-Agent—Orange—vetis—ftrom-Perprsybvanrta—wth
service—in—Vi-etnam-

Section 13—Apprepriatiens 14. APPROPRI ATI O\
The sum of $225,0060 $300, 000, or as nuch thereof as may be
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necessary, is specifically appropriated to the Departnent of

Health for the fiscal period 1981-1982 te—be—-allocatedbythe

|

17 executive—director—and—cleriecal—staff— TO CARRY OUJT THE
18 PROVI SIONS OF THI' S ACT

19 Section 34 15. Effective date.

20 This act shall take effect Septenber DECEMBER 1, 1981.
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