SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRINTER S NOS. 1661, 3700, 3747 PRINTER S NO. 3753

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1458 =%

| NTRODUCED BY DAVI ES, GRI ECO, WENGER, MADI GAN, COLE, STUBAN,
LUCYK, SHOVWERS, W W FOSTER, MOVERY AND CALTAG RONE,
MAY 12, 1981

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, NOVEMBER 23, 1982
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR THE <—

JURI SDI CTI ON OF DI STRI CT JUSTI CES, FOR CERTAI N COSTS AND

providing for veterinary good Samaritan civil inmmunity.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. SECTI ONS 1515:—3725—1-AND-3573(C) AND 1725. 1( A <—
AND (B) OF TITLE 42, ACT OF NOVEMBER 25, 1970 (P.L.707, NO 230),
KNOM AS THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES, ARE AMENDED TO
READ:

§ 1515. JURI SDI CTI ON AND VENUE.

(A)  JURI SDI CTI ON. - - EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PRESCRI BED BY GENERAL
RULE ADOPTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 503 ( RELATI NG TO REASSI GNVENT
OF MATTERS), DI STRI CT JUSTI CES SHALL, UNDER PROCEDURES
PRESCRI BED BY GENERAL RULE, HAVE JURI SDI CTI ON OF ALL OF THE
FOLLOWN NG MATTERS:

(1) SUMVARY OFFENSES, EXCEPT THOSE W THI N THE

JURI SDI CTI ON OF AN ESTABLI SHED AND OPEN TRAFFI C COURT.
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(2) MATTERS ARl SI NG UNDER THE ACT OF APRIL 6, 1951
(P.L.69, NO 20), KNOWN AS "THE LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT OF
1951," WWHI CH ARE STATED THEREIN TO BE W THI N THE JURI SDI CTI ON
OF A DI STRI CT JUSTI CE.

(3) CIVIL CLAI M5 WHEREI N THE SUM DEMANDED DOES NOT
EXCEED [ $2, 000] $4, 000, EXCLUSI VE OF | NTEREST AND COSTS, IN
THE FOLLOW NG CLASSES OF ACTI ONS:

(1) 1N ASSUWPSI T, EXCEPT CASES OF REAL CONTRACT

WHERE THE TI TLE TO REAL ESTATE MAY BE | N QUESTI ON.

(I1) 1N TRESPASS, |NCLUDI NG ALL FORMB OF TRESPASS

AND TRESPASS ON THE CASE.

(I11) FOR FINES AND PENALTI ES BY ANY GOVERNVENT

AGENCY.

A PLAI NTI FF MAY WAl VE A PORTION OF HI S CLAIM OF MORE THAN

[ $2, 000] $4,000 SO AS TO BRI NG THE MATTER W THI N THE

JURI SDI CTI ON OF A DI STRI CT JUSTI CE. SUCH WAI VER SHALL REMAI N
EFFECTI VE EXCEPT UPON APPEAL BY El THER PARTY OR WHEN THE
JUDGMENT |'S SET ASI DE UPON CERTI ORAR! .

(4) AS COWM SSI ONERS TO PRESI DE AT ARRAI GNMENTS, FI X AND
ACCEPT BAIL, |SSUE WARRANTS AND PERFORM DUTI ES OF A SI M LAR
NATURE, | NCLUDI NG THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF A COWM TTI NG MAGI STRATE
IN ALL CRI M NAL PROCEEDI NGS.

(5) OFFENSES UNDER 75 PA.C.S. § 3731 (RELATING TO
DRI VI NG UNDER | NFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE) ,
| F THE FOLLON NG CRI TERI A ARE MET:

(1) THE OFFENSE | S THE FI RST OFFENSE BY THE

DEFENDANT UNDER SUCH PROVI SI ON I N THI'S COVVONWEAL TH.

(11) NO PERSONAL | NJURY (OTHER THAN TO THE DEFENDANT

OR THE | MVEDI ATE FAM LY OF THE DEFENDANT) RESULTED FROM

THE OFFENSE.
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(111) THE DEFENDANT PLEADS GUI LTY.
(1V) NO PROPERTY DAMAGE | N EXCESS OF $500 OTHER THAN
TO THE DEFENDANT' S PROPERTY RESULTED FROM THE VI OLATI ON.
(V) THE DEFENDANT 1S NOT SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS
OF CHAPTER 63 ( RELATI NG TO JUVEN LE MATTERS).
(VI) THE ARRESTI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL CAUSE TO BE
TRANSM TTED A COPY OF THE CHARGE OF ANY VI OLATI ON OF 75
PA.C.S. § 3731 TO THE COUNTY CLERK OF COURTS W THI N FI VE
DAYS AFTER THE PRELI M NARY ARRAI GNVENT.
| N DETERM NI NG THAT THE ABOVE CRI TERIA ARE MET THE DI STRI CT
JUSTI CE SHALL RELY ON THE CERTI FI CATI ON OF THE ARRESTI NG
AUTHORI TY. CERTI FI CATI ON THAT THE CRI TERI A ARE MET NEED NOT
BE IN WRI TING W TH N TEN DAYS AFTER THE DI SPCSI TI ON, THE
DI STRI CT JUSTI CE SHALL CERTI FY THE DI SPOSI TI ON TO THE COUNTY
CLERK OF COURTS I N WRI TI NG
(6) (1) OFFENSES UNDER TI TLE 18 (CRI MES AND OFFENSES)
AND TI TLE 30 (FISH) WH CH ARE CLASSI FI ED AS M SDEMEANORS
OF THE THI RD DEGREE, |F THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A ARE MET:
(A) THE M SDEMEANOR IS NOT THE RESULT OF A
REDUCED CHARGE.
(B) ANY PERSONAL | NJURY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE | S
LESS THAN $500.
(C) THE DEFENDANT PLEADS GUI LTY.
(D) THE DEFENDANT | S NOT SUBJECT TO THE
PROVI S| ONS OF CHAPTER 63.
(11) SUBPARAGRAPH (1) SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY OFFENSE
UNDER THE FOLLOW NG PROVI SI ONS OF TI TLE 18:
SECTI ON 4303 ( RELATI NG TO CONCEALI NG DEATH OF
[ BASTARD] CHI LD BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK) .

SECTI ON 4321 (RELATI NG TO W LLFUL SEPARATI ON OR

19810H1458B3753 - 3 -
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NONSUPPORT) .
SECTI ON 5103 ( RELATI NG TO UNLAWFULLY LI STENI NG
| NTO DELI BERATI ONS OF JURY).
(7) MATTERS JURI SDI CTION OF WHI CH |'S VESTED I N DI STRI CT

JUSTI CES BY ANY STATUTE

(B) VENUE AND PROCESS. - - THE VENUE OF A DI STRI CT JUSTI CE
CONCERNI NG MATTERS OVER WHI CH JURI SDI CTI ON | S CONFERRED BY
SUBSECTI ON (A) SHALL BE AS PRESCRI BED BY GENERAL RULE. THE
PROCESS OF THE DI STRI CT JUSTI CE SHALL EXTEND BEYOND THE
TERRI TORIAL LIM TS OF THE MAG STERI AL DI STRICT TO THE EXTENT
PRESCRI BED BY GENERAL RULE
§ 1725.1. COSTS.

(A) CIVIL CASES.--THE COSTS TO BE CHARGED BY THE M NOR
JUDI CI ARY I N EVERY ClVIL CASE, EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED I N
THI'S SECTI ON, SHALL BE AS FOLLOMS:

(1) ASSUMPSI T OR TRESPASS | NVOLVI NG $100 OR

LESS. & o e £$10. 00}
$15-66
(2) ASSUMPSI T OR TRESPASS | NVOLVI NG MORE THAN
$100 BUT NOT MORE THAN $300. ... ........c.coouvunnnnnn... F$15. 00}
$20-66
(3) ASSUMPSI T OR TRESPASS | NVOLVI NG MORE THAN
$300 BUT NOT MORE THAN $500. ... ........couvuunnnnnn... [ $20. 00]
$25-66
$27. 50

(4) ASSUMPSI T OR TRESPASS | NVOLVI NG MORE THAN
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F(6)}+9> ORDER OF EXECUTION. . .........covvun... [ $15. 00]
$20-06

10 __$22.50
11 F(7) 10y OBIECT OBJECTION TO LEVY. ............. [$5. 00}
12 $10.-00
13 F(8) } 114> REI NSTATEMENT OF COMPLAINT......... FNO CHARGE}
14 $-5-00
15 SUCH COSTS SHALL | NCLUDE ALL CHARGES EXCEPT THE COSTS OF A
16 DI STRI CT JUSTI CE' S TRANSCRI PT OF EVERY PROCEEDI NG ON APPEAL OR
17 CERTI ORARI (1 NCLUDI NG AFFI DAVI T, BAIL AND CERTI FI CATE) WHI CH
18 SHALL BE $2.50 PER TRANSCRI PT. SAI D COSTS SHALL NOT | NCLUDE,
19 HOWEVER, THE COST OF POSTAGE AND REG STERED MAI L WHI CH SHALL BE
20 BORNE BY THE PLAI NTI FF.
21 (B) CRIM NAL CASES. --THE COSTS TO BE CHARGED BY THE M NOR
22 JUDI Cl ARY OR BY THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS WHERE APPRCPRI ATE | N
23 EVERY CRI M NAL CASE, EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN THI S
24 SECTION, SHALL BE AS FOLLOAS:
25 (1) SUMVARY CONVI CTI ON, EXCEPT MOTOR VEHI CLE
26 CASES. . . ottt [ $16. 00]
27 $20.-00
28 __$23.50
29 (2) SUMVARY CONVI CTI ON, MOTOR VEHI CLES CASES,
30 OTHER THAN PARAGRAPH (3) . ..\ttt ieee e [ $10. 00]

19810H1458B3753
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(3) SUMVARY CONVI CTI ON, MOTOR VEHI CLE CASES,
HEARI NG DEMANDED. . . .. ... ... [ $15. 00]

(4) M SDEMEANCR. . . .\ttt [ $20. 00]
(5)  FELONY. . .\ttt [ $25. 00]

SUCH COSTS SHALL | NCLUDE ALL CHARGES | NCLUDI NG THE COSTS OF
G VING A DI STRICT JUSTI CE'S TRANSCRI PT TO THE PRCSECUTOR OR
DEFENDANT, OR BOTH, |F REQUESTED. SUCH COSTS SHALL NOT | NCLUDE,
HOWNEVER, THE COST OF POSTAGE AND REG STERED MAI L VWH CH SHALL BE

PAI D BY THE DEFENDANT UPON CONVI CTI ON.

19810H1458B3753 - 6 -
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PAYABLEFOTHE—COMMONAEALTH-

* * %

Section £ 2. Title 42,—act—of Novenber25—31970 (P L7007 <—
No—230—krown—as—the—Pepnsylvant-a—Consoel+dated—Statutes— 1 s
anmended by adding a section to read:

8§ 83321 8331.1. Veterinary good Samaritan civil i mmunity. <—

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any individual |licensed to practice

veterinary nedi cine who, in good faith, renders energency care

to any ani mal whi ch such individual has di scovered at the scene

of an accident or energency situation or which has i nmedi ately

prior to the renderi ng of such care been brought to such

individual's attention at or fromthe scene of any acci dent or

energency situation shall not be liable for any civil danmages as

a result of any acts or oni ssions by such person in rendering

the energency care, EXCEPT ANY ACTS OR OM SSI ONS | NTENTI ONALLY <—

DESI GNED TO HARM _ OR ANY_ CGROSSLY NEG.I GENT_ACTS OR OM SSI ONS

VH CH RESULT IN HARM TO THE ANI VAL.

(b) Definition.--As used in this section, "good faith" shal

include, but is not linmited to, a reasonabl e opinion that the

i mmredi acy of the situation is such that the rendering of care

shoul d not be postponed until the animal is hospitali zed.

(C) EXCEPTION.--TH S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY VWHERE THE OMNER <—

OF THE ANLMAL IS I N ATTENDANCE AND CAN BE CONSULTED AS TO THE

PROPOSED ACTI ON BY THE VETERI NARI AN.
Seett+on—2—This—aet—shatl—takeetfeet—t+rmedrately— <—
SECTI ON 3. EXCEPT FOR PROVI SIONS OF SECTION 1 OF THE ACT <—

VWH CH SHALL TAKE EFFECT JANUARY 1, 1983, TH S ACT SHALL TAKE
EFFECT | MVEDI ATELY.
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