PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1454, 2182 PRINTER S NO. 2407

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1304 *55”

| NTRODUCED BY HEI SER, POIT, MVERRY, CESSAR, MARM ON, FLECK
TADDONI O, FRAZI ER, HORGOS, M CHLOVI C, PENDLETON AND
GRABOWBKI, APRIL 27, 1981

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
OCTOBER 20, 1981
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), entitled,
as anmended, "An act relating to counties of the second cl ass
and second cl ass A, anendi ng, revising, consolidating and
changing the laws relating thereto,” abolishing the office of
el ected coroner and creating the position of county nedi cal
exam ner in counties of the second cl ass.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 401, act of July 28,
1953 (P.L.723, No.230), known as the "Second C ass County Code, "
anended Novenber 27, 1968 (P.L.1114, No.346), is anmended to
read:

Section 401. Enuneration of Elected Oficers.--(a) 1In the
county there shall be the following officers elected by the
qualified el ectors of the county:

(1) three county conm ssioners;

(2) one controller;

(3) one treasurer
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(4) one coroner in counties of the second class A

(5) one recorder of deeds;

(6) one prothonotary;

(7) one clerk of the court of quarter sessions and of the
court of oyer and term ner;

(8) one register of wills;

(9) one sheriff;

(10) one district attorney;

(11) two jury conm ssioners.

* x *

Section 2. Sections 420 and 431 of the act are anmended to
read:

Section 420. Oficial Bonds; Requirenents.--Each of the
following officers, before entering upon his official duties,
whet her he is el ected, appointed or appointed to fill a vacancy,
shall give and acknow edge a bond to the county:

(1) Each county comm ssi oner;

(2) The chief clerk of the county comm ssioners;

(3) The controller;

(4) The county treasurer;

(5) The prothonotary;

(6) The sheriff;

(7) The coroner or nedical exani ner;

(8) The clerk of the court of quarter sessions and oyer and
t erm ner;

(9) The clerk of the orphans' court;

(10) The recorder of deeds; and

(11) The probation and parole officers required by order of
court to give bond to the county.

Every such official bond shall be joint and several, with one
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or nore corporate sureties which shall be surety conpanies
authorized to do business in this Conmonweal th and duly |icensed
by the Insurance Comm ssioner of the Commonweal t h.

Section 431. Amunt of Oficial Bonds.--The anount of the
bond to be given by county officers shall be as foll ows:

O the clerk of the courts of oyer and term ner and general
jail delivery and courts of quarter sessions of the peace, ten
t housand dol | ars.

O the county conm ssioners, ten thousand dol |l ars each.

O the county controller, fifty thousand doll ars.

O the coroner or nedical exam ner, fifteen thousand doll ars.

the register of wills, thirty thousand dol | ars.

the prothonotary, forty thousand doll ars.

Q Q Q

the recorder of deeds, twenty thousand doll ars.

O the sheriff, sixty thousand doll ars.

O the county treasurer, two hundred thousand doll ars.

Section 3. Section 434 of the act, anmended Septenber 28,
1978 (P.L.798, No.153), is anended to read:

Section 434. Deputies and Solicitors May Attend Annual
Meetings.--The deputy controller, the deputy sheriff, the deputy
register of wills, the deputy treasurer, the deputy
prot honotary, the deputy clerk of courts, the deputy recorder of
deeds, the deputy clerk of orphans' court, the first assistant
district attorney, one assistant public defender and the chief

deputy coroner or nedical exanm ner, with the approval of his

principal and the solicitor for each office nmay attend the
annual neetings of his respective associations, either together
with the controller, sheriff, register of wills, prothonotary,
clerk of courts, recorder of deeds, district attorney, public

def ender, coroner or nedical exam ner or treasurer, as the case
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may be, or in his place.
Section 4. Subsection (a) of section 450 of the act, amended
Novenber 27, 1968 (P.L.1114, No.346), is anended to read:
Section 450. Renoval of County O ficers and Appointees.--(a)

The county comm ssioners, the sheriffs, coroners in counties of

t he second class A, prothonotaries, registers of wills,
recorders of deeds, treasurers, controllers, clerks of the
courts, district attorneys, and any other officers of the
county, whether elected or duly appointed to fill a vacancy,
shall be renovable fromoffice only by inpeachnment, or by the
CGovernor, for reasonable cause, after due notice and ful
heari ng, on the advice of two-thirds of the Senate, or upon
conviction of msbehavior in office or of any infanmous crine, in
accordance with the Constitution of this Commonweal th, but their
title to office may be tried by proceedi ngs of quo warranto as
provi ded by | aw.

* %k

Section 5. The heading of Article XIl of the act is anended
to read:

Article Xl
Sheriff [and], Coroner and County Medical Exani ner

Section 6. The act is anmended by adding a subdivision to
read:

(c) Second C ass County Medi cal Exam ner

Section 1231.1. County Medical Examiner.--(a) The office of

county nedical examiner is hereby created and established in

counti es of the second cl ass.

(b)Y The office of county nedi cal exam ner shall be headed by

the county nedi cal exam ner who shall be appoi nted by the county

conmi Ssi oners.
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(O (1) WTHN TH RTY DAYS OF THE END CF THE TERM OF THE

LAST CORONER OR WTHI N THI RTY DAYS OF ANY SUBSEQUENT VACANCY IN

THE PCSITI ON OF COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER, THE COUNTY

COW SSI ONERS SHALL APPO NT_A COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SELECTI ON

COW TTEE. THIS COWM TTEE SHALL BE COVPRI SED OF FI VE MEMBERS AS

(1) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE AN ATTORNEY WHO PRACTI CES LAW AND

RESI DES | N THE COUNTY, APPO NTED I'N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COUNTY

BAR ASSOCI ATl ON.

(1) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A PHYSI CIl AN WHO PRACTI CES MEDI Cl NE

AND RESI DES | N THE COUNTY, APPO NTED I'N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE

COUNTY MEDI CAL_SOCI ETY.

(I'11) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A MEMBER OF THE FACULTY OR

ADM NI STRATI ON OF A SCHOOL OF MEDI CINE LOCATED I N THE COUNTY.

(1V)  ONE MEMBER SHALL BE THE HEAD OF THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT

OF PUBLI C HEALTH.

(V)  ONE MEMBER SHALL BE A POLI CE CH EF OR OTHER LAW

ENFORCEMENT COFFI CER OF A MUNI CI PALI TY LOCATED I'N THE COUNTY.

(2) THE SELECTION COW TTEE SHALL REVI EW THE PROFESSI ONAL

CREDENTI ALS OF | NDI VI DUALS | NTERESTED I N THE PCGSI TI ON OF COUNTY

VEDI CAL_EXAM NER TO I NSURE THAT THE | NDI VI DUAL_MEETS THE

REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON. THE COWM TTEE MEMBERS MAY_ ALSO

CONS| DER SUCH OTHER ADDI TI ONAL _FACTORS AS THEY DEEM APPROPRI ATE

SUCH AS, PROFESSI ONAL _AND ADM NI STRATI VE EXPERI ENCE, A PERSONAL

| NTERVI EW EDUCATI ON BEYOND THE M NI MUM REQUI REMENTS, ETC. THE

SELECTI ON COWM TTEE SHALL THEN, W THI N SI XTY DAYS OF THE

APPO NTMENT OF THE COVMM TTEE, PRESENT A LI ST OF AT LEAST THREE

CANDI DATES VWHO, IN THE BEST JUDGVENT OF THE COVM TTEE NMEMBERS,

WOULD BE BOTH QUALI FI ED AND ABLE TO HOLD THE POSI TI ON OF COUNTY

VEDI CAL EXAM NER FROM WHI CH THE COUNTY COMM SSI ONERS SHALL
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APPO NT_A COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER: PROVI DED HOAEVER, THAT I N THE

EVENT THAT THE COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS FI ND ALL CANDI DATES

UNACCEPTABLE THEY SHALL, W TH N FI FTEEN DAYS OF SUCH FI NDI NG

COMVUNI CATE _SUCH FI NDI NG TO THE SELECTI ON COMM TTEE WTH A

VWRI TTEN EXPLANATI ON OF VWHY SUCH CANDI DATES ARE UNACCEPTABLE. THE

COMW TTEE SHALL THEN WTHI N TH RTY DAYS, NOM NATE ADDI TI ONAL

CANDI DATES TO THE COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS.

{¢)}> (D) No person shall be appoi nted county nedi cal exam ner <—

unl ess he is a physician |licensed, or qualified to be |icensed,

to practice nedicine in Pennsylvania and is certified as a

D plomate i n Anatonm c Pat hol ogy by the Ameri can Board of

Pat hol ogy, with additional formal training in the field of

f or ensi ¢ pat hol oqy.

{d) (E) a one year probationary period the county nedi cal <—

exam ner shall be subject to renmoval for cause by the county

commi ssi oners and he shall be renoved fromoffice on conviction

of mi sbehavior in office or of any infanpus crine.

(F)  FOLLON NG TEN CONSECUTI VE YEARS OF SERVI CE BY THE SAME <—

I NDI VI DUAL_AS COUNTY MEDI CAL_EXAM NER, THE COUNTY COWVM SSI ONERS

SHALL REVI EW THE PERFORVANCE OF THE | NDI VI DUAL _AND THE OFFI CE OF

THE COUNTY_ MEDI CALEXAM NER FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECI DI NG WHETHER

THE CURRENT COUNTY NMEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL BE RETAI NED. SUCH A

REVI EW SHALL NOT TAKE PLACE WTHI N SI XTY DAYS OF AN ELECTI ON FOR

COUNTY COVM SSI ONERS. | N THE EVENT THAT THE TENTH ANNI VERSARY

DATE WOULD FALL WTHIN THIS TIME PERI OD, THE REVI EW OF THE

COUNTY MEDI CAL_EXAM NER SHALL BE HELD AT LEAST SI XTY DAYS AFTER

THE ELECTI ON.

(1) AT THIS TIME THE COUNTY_ MEDI CAL EXAM NER MAY BE REMOVED

AT _THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE COUNTY COWMM SSI ONERS, VHEREBY THE

OFFI CE SHALL BE DECLARED VACANT AND FILLED PURSUANT TO THE
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PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON. THE COUNTY COVM SSI ONERS SHALL,

WTH N FI FTEEN DAYS OF THE REMOVAL OF THE COUNTY MEDI CAL

EXAM NER, SUPPLY THE OUTGO NG COUNTY MEDI CAL_ EXAM NER WTH A

VWRI TTEN EXPLANATI ON OF VWHY HE | S BEI NG DI SM SSED

(2) |IF THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER | S RETAINED HE SHALL BE

SUBJECT TO SIM LAR REVI EWS AT SUBSEQUENT TEN YEAR | NTERVALS, |F

HE HOLDS THE POSI TI ON FOR SUCH A LENGTH OF TI ME.

{e}> (G The county nedi cal exani ner nay not engage in the <—

private practice of nedicine, however he nmay work part-ti ne at

an area hospital or he may serve as a consultant, |ecturer,

teacher or in other related activities at the discretion of, and

subj ect to approval by the county conm ssioners and provi ded

that such activities do not interfere with the duties as

prescri bed herein, and do not conflict with any duti es,

responsi bilities or authority of the office of the county

medi cal exam ner and do not involve the use of the facilities or

personnel of the office of the county nedi cal exam ner or the

county norgue.

> (H) Except where otherwi se specified, all powers and <—

duti es previously exerci sed and perforned by the coroner in

counties of the second class shall hereinafter be exerci sed and

perforned by the county nedi cal exam ner

Section 1232.1. Ofice of County Medical Exam ner.--(a)

The county nedi cal exam ner shall appoint a chief deputy nedical

exanm ner and may appoint one or nore additi onal deputies to act

in his place or stead, as he may deem proper and necessary. Such

deputy or deputies shall have the sane powers as the county

medi cal exanmi ner. The county nedi cal exam ner shall al so have

the power to appoint, renove and supervise all enployes of the

office of county nedi cal exam ner

19810H1304B2407 - 7 -
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(b)Y The county nedi cal exanm ner may appoi nt one person,

learned in the law, as his solicitor. The solicitor shall advise

the county nedi cal exanm ner upon all legal matters that may be

submtted to himand shall conduct any litigation in connecti on

with the coroner's office when requested to do so by him The

salary of the solicitor shall be determ ned by the sal ary board.

(c) |If the county nedi cal exam ner shall be legally renoved

fromoffice or shall die or resign, the chief deputy nedi cal

exam ner shall execute the office of county nedi cal exanm ner and

performall things thereunto appertai ning until another county

medi cal exami ner i s appoi nted and notice thereof is given to

such chi ef deputy nedi cal exam ner.

(d) The county comm ssioners shall nmake avail abl e, accordi ng

to existing |l aw, such funds for investigative, technical and

clerical personnel and such facilities and equi pnmrent as the

county conm ssioners shall deem necessary for the county nedi cal

exanminer to carry out his duties as herein prescri bed.

(e) The county salary board shall set the conpensati on of

the county nedi cal exam ner and all other enpl oyes of the office

of county nedi cal exani ner

(f) Requests for exam nati ons or other professional services

by other counties or persons may be conplied with at the

pl easure of the county nedi cal exam ner pursuant to qui delines

establi shed by the county conm Ssi oners:

(1) A set of fees and charges for such exani nati ons or

pr of essi onal services shall be established by the county nedi cal

exan ner, subject to approval by the county comm ssi oners and

shall be accounted for and paid to the county treasurer pursuant

to sections 1801 and 1802.

(2) Paynent for exam nati ons or professional services shal

19810H1304B2407 - 8 -



1 be the responsibility of the county or person_requesting such

2 services.

3 (g) The county nedical exam ner shall nake general rules and
4 requlations for the governnent and control of county norgues,

5 and shall appoint suitable persons for such norgues so

6 established to have charge of the sane, and who shall be

7 renovable at the pleasure of the county nedical exani ner. The

8 nunber of such persons and the salary of each shall be fixed by
9 the salary board.

10 (H THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL ESTABLI SH, AND REVI SE
11 WHEN NECESSARY, GUI DELINES RELATIVE TO THE QUALI FI CATI ONS AND
12 RESPONSIBILITIES OF HS EMPLOYES.

13 (1) THE OFFI CE OF THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER SHALL BE

14 AVAI LABLE FOR OFFI C AL BUSI NESS TVENTY- FOUR HOURS A DAY SEVEN
15 DAYS A VEEK.

16 Section 1233.1. Renoval of Bodies to Mrgue. - -\Wenever the
17 body of any deceased person who is unidentified, or which body
18 is unclained by proper persons, has been found within the

19 county, it shall be renoved to the county norgue. The county
20 nedical exam ner shall, if he deens it necessary, cause any such
21 body to be properly enbalned or prepared for preservation for
22 such length of tine as he nmay think proper. Any such body shal
23 be exanmined or _inspected only by such persons as the county
24 nedical exami ner authorizes in witing or who are admtted in
25 his presence. No such body shall be renoved from any such norgue
26 except upon the certificate of the county nedical exani ner
27 Section 1234.1. Anbul ances.--In the county, the county
28 conmissioners shall furnish and naintain, fromthe general funds
29 of the county, anbulances for the renpval of bodies of deceased

30 persons to and fromthe norque and for the burial of uncl ai med

19810H1304B2407 - 9 -
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bodi es. The county nmedi cal exan ner may provide rul es and

requl ati ons for the use and mai nt enance of the anbul ances.

Section 1235. 1. Uncl ai ned Property of Deceased; Sal es.--(a)

The county nedi cal exanm ner shall safely keep in his charge al

personal effects and property whi ch appear to have been on or

about the person at the tine of his death, or being found on any

decedent whose body is received at the county norgue, and al

such effects and property which are delivered to hi maccordi ng

to law. The county nedi cal exam ner shall hold such property for

one year, unless sooner clained by |eqgal representati ves of the

deceased or otherwise duly and |lawfully cl ai red or di sposed of.

(b) After one year, the county nedi cal exam ner shall cause

such property renmi ni ng uncl ai ned, or so nuch thereof as renanins

undi sposed of according to | aw except noneys and such properties

as securities which nay not be subject to such a sale, which

shall be turned over to the county conm ssioners for proper

di sposition or use, to be sold at public sale.

(c) Notice of any such public sale shall be published in at

| east one newspaper of general circulation in the county once a

week for three successi ve weeks. The proceeds of all such sal es

shall be paid imediately into the county treasury, and the

county nedi cal exanm ner shall make a witten report thereof to

the county conmi ssioners, under oath, at the sane tine. If the

body has been buried at the expense of the institution district,

the county shall pay the proceeds of the sale, of such property

as was not subject to sale, as herei nbefore provided, |ess

costs, over to the institution district. The foreqgoi ng

provi sions shall be in lieu of escheat to the Commbnweal t h.

Section 1236.1. County Medical Examiner's | nvestigations. --

The county nedi cal exam ner having a view of the body shal
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i nvestigate the facts and circunstances concerni ng deat hs whi ch

appear to have happened within the county, regardl ess where the

cause thereof may have occurred, for the purpose of deternining

whet her or not an autopsy shoul d be conducted or an i nguest

should be held, in the foll owi ng cases:

(1) sudden deaths not caused by readily recogni zabl e

di sease, or wherein the cause of death cannot be properly

certified by a physician on the basis of prior (recent) nedical

at t endance;

(2) deaths occurring under suspici ous circunstances,

i ncl udi ng those where al cohol, drugs or other toxic substances

may have had a direct bearing on the outcone;

(3) deaths occurring as a result of violence or traunsm,

whet her apparently hom cidal, suicidal or accidental (including

t hose due to nechanical, thermal, chem cal, electrical or

radi ati onal injury, drowni ng, cave-ins and subsi dences);:

(4) any death in which trauma, chemical injury, drug

overdose or reaction to drugs or nedi cati on OR MEDI CAL <—

TREATMENT, was a prinmary or secondary direct or indirect,

contri butory, agqgravating or precipitati ng cause of death;

(5) operative and peri-operative deaths in which the death

is not readily expl ainable on the basis of prior disease;

(6) any death wherein the body is unidentified or uncl ai ned;

(7) deaths known or suspected as due to contagi ous di sease

and constituting a public hazard;

(8) deaths occurring in prison, penal institution or while

in the custody of the police; and <—

(9) deaths of persons whose bodies are to be crenated,

buried at sea or otherw se di sposed of so as to be thereafter

unavai |l abl e for exam nati on; AND <—
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(10) SUDDEN | NFANT DEATH SYNDROME.

The purpose of the investigation shall be to deternine the cause

of any such death and to determ ne whether or not there is

sufficient reason for the county nedi cal exam ner to believe

that any such death may have resulted fromcrimnal acts or

crimnal negl ect of persons other than the deceased.

Section 1237.1. Sudden Deat hs Defi ned. --The county nedi cal

exam ner shall regard any death as sudden if it occurs w thout

pri or nedi cal attendance by a person who nay |l awfully execute a

certificate of death in this Commonweal th, or if, within twenty-

four (24) hours of death, the decedent was di scharged from such

nmedi cal attendance if a change of such nedi cal attendance had

occurred, or if such nedical attendance began within twenty-four

(24) hours of death and the nedical attendant refuses or is

unable to certify the cause of death. Medi cal attendance

i ncl udes hospitalization. The provi sions of this secti on shal

not be construed to affect the nedical exam ner's di screti on as

to whether or not any death was suspi ci ous, nor shall they be

construed to authorize the county nedi cal exam ner to

i nvesti gate a sudden death any further than necessary to

deterni ne the cause and nmanner of death.

Section 1238. 1. Bodi es not to be Moved.--1n all cases where

the county nedi cal exanmi ner has jurisdiction to i nvestigate the

facts and circunstances of death, the body and its surroundi ngs

shall be |l eft untouched until the county nedi cal exam ner has

had a view thereof or until he shall otherw se direct or

aut hori ze, except as nay be otherwi se provided by |law, or as

ci rcunstances may require. Bodi es upon a public thoroughfare or

in other places may be renpved so much as i s necessary for

precauti on against traffic accidents or other serious

19810H1304B2407 - 12 -
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conseqguences whi ch m ght reasonably be anticipated if they were

left intact.

Section 1239.1. County Medical Exanminer's |nvestigation,

Aut opsy; | nquest; Records.--(a) |If, upon the investigation by

the county nedi cal exam ner, he shall be unable to determ ne the

cause and manner of death, he shall perform an autopsy on the

body.

(b)Y |If the county nedical exanm ner is unable to determ ne

the cause and nmanner of death foll owi ng the autopsy, he shal

proceed to conduct an i nquest upon a view of the body, as

provided by |law. At the inquest, the county nedi cal exanmi ner's

duty shall be to ascertain the cause of death and to detern ne

whet her any person other than the deceased was crimnally

responsi bl e therefor by act or neglect, and if so, the identity

of the persons, and any further evidence and w tnesses regardi ng

the crine.

(c) The proceedi ngs at the i nquest shall be recorded, at the

expense of the county, in a manner to be provided by the county

commi ssioners, and any salary that nay be required for this

pur pose shall be fixed by the sal ary board.

(d) The county nedical examner, may in his discretion,

admit or exclude nenbers of the public fromany i nquest or part

thereof, and adnmit or exclude any person interested or suspected

from such i nquest or any part thereof. No person excl uded nmay

appear by attorney, but any person required to attend nay have

benefit of counsel at such attendance.

Secti on 1240. 1. | nquests; Juries.--(a) The county nedi cal

exanminer may at his discretion sunmbn a jury of six to be

sel ected fromthe jury panel in the crim nal division, court of

commpn pl eas.
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(b)Y The function of such jury shall be to determ ne the

manner of death and whether any crim nal act of persons known or

unknown caused such death. Such jury shall be paid as provided

by law as if they were serving the court of commpn pl eas.

Section 1241.1. Power of Subpoena and Attachnent.--The

county nedi cal exam ner shall have power to i ssue subpoenas to

obtain the attendance of any person whomit may be necessary to

exanine as a witness at any inquest, and to conpel attendance by

attachnent in like nmanner and to the sane extent as any court of

commpn pleas of this Conmmonwealth may or can do in cases pendi ng

before it, and also to conpel in |like manner the producti on of

all papers and other things relative to such i nquest. Such

subpoena and attachnent shall be served and executed by the

sheriff or by the nedical exanminer hinself or his deputy, as the

case nay require.

Section 1242.1. Power to Adnmi ni ster Oaths.--The county

medi cal exanm ner shall have power to adnmi ni ster oaths and

affirmations to all persons brought or appearing before him and

any person swearing or affirmng falsely on such exan nati on

shall be quilty of perjury.

Section 1243.1. Commitnent to County Prison.--1f any person

appeari ng before the county nedi cal exam ner for exan nation

shall refuse to take oath or affirmation, or after havi ng been

sworn or affirned shall refuse to nake answer to such questi ons

as shall be put to himby the county nedi cal exam ner touching

the matters of the i nquest, such person so refusing nmay be hel d

for contenpt before the court of connbn pl eas.

Section 1244.1. Cooperation with District Attorney.--ln the

exercise of his duties as contained in this subdivision, the

county nedi cal exami ner shall, so far as may be practi cabl e,
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consult and advise with the district attorney.

Section 1245. 1. Rel ease of County Medical Exanmi ner's

Juri sdiction. --Wenever the county nedi cal exam ner assunes

jurisdiction of a body pursuant to the provisions of this

subdi vi sion or of any other |law, the body shall not be rel eased

or renpved fromhis jurisdiction except upon his directi on and

consent, in accordance with | aw.

Section 1246.1. Certificate of Cause of Death.--The county

medi cal exanm ner shall issue a certificate of cause of death in

all cases referred to himby the |ocal registrar of vital

statistics, pursuant to the provisions of the act of June 29,

1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known as the "Vital Statistics Law of

1953," and in all other cases of which he has jurisdiction, if

no person duly authorized by the said act certifies the cause of

SECTI ON 1247.1. PITU TARY GLANDS. --(A) THE COUNTY MEDI CAL <—

EXAM NER PERFORM NG AN AUTOPSY OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED BY LAW NAY

REMOVE THE PI TUI TARY GLAND OF THE DECEDENT AND DI SPOSE OF | T

PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (B) 1F:

(1) THE DECEDENT BY H'S WLL OR OTHER DOCUMENT AUTHORI ZES

THE REMOVAL; OR

(2) ANY OF THE PERSONS LISTED IN 20 PA.C.S. 8 8602(B)

(RELATI NG TO PERSONS VWHO MAY EXECUTE AN ANATOM CAL G FT)

AUTHORI ZES | TS REMOVAL AND NO PERSON IN A H GHER CLASS, AS

PROVIDED IN 20 PA.C.S. 8§ 8602(B), OVERRULES THE PERSON S

PERM SSI ON.

THE PI TU TARY GLANDS NMAY NOT BE REMOVED, AS PROVIDED FOR IN TH' S

SECTION, IF THE REMOVAL WOULD | NTERFERE I N ANY WAY W TH AN

ANATOM CAL G FT MADE PURSUANT TO 20 PA.C.S. CH. 86 (RELATING TO

ANATOM CAL G FTS).
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(B) PITU TARY GLANDS REMOVED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL

BE _DELI VERED TO THE NATI ONAL PI TUI TARY AGENCY FOR USE | N

RESEARCH AND NMANUFACTURI NG OF HORMONES NECESSARY FOR THE

PHYSI CAL GROMH OF HYPOPI TU TARY DWARFS, OR TO SUCH OTHER AGENCY

OR ORGANI ZATION FOR SIM LAR PURPOSES AS AUTHORI ZED BY THE

HUVANI TY G FTS REG STRY.

(G ANY MONEYS PAYABLE FOR THE DELI VERY OF PI TU TARY G.ANDS

AS PROVIDED I N SUBSECTION (B) MAY BE WAI VED BY THE COUNTY

VEDI CAL EXAM NER. | F SUCH MONEYS ARE NOT WAl VED, THE PROCEEDS

SHALL BE PAYABLE DI RECTLY TO THE COUNTY TREASURY AND NO OFFI CER

OR EMPLOYE OF THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER' S OFFI CE SHALL RECEI VE

ANY COVPENSATI ON FOR SUCH REMOVAL OR DI SPOSI TI ON EXCEPT THE

SALARI ES OR FEES OTHERW SE PAYABLE BY LAW

(D) NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PRCHIBI T

OR REGULATE THE REMOVAL COF PI TUI TARY GLANDS VWHEN SUCH REMOVAL | S

DEEMED NECESSARY FOR THE PURPOSES COF THE AUTOPSY.

SECTI ON 1248.1. ANATOM CAL_ G FTS. --THE COUNTY MEDI CAL

EXAM NER MAY ORDER THE REMOVAL OF PARTS OF A DECEDENTS BCODY FOR

DONATI ON PURPOSES | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE SO- CALLED UNI FORM

ANATOM CAL G FTS ACT, 20 PA.C. S. CH. _86.

Section 7. The heading of subdivision (c) of Article XII and
sections 1261 and 1262 of the act are anended to read:
[(c)] (d) Provisions Relating to Sheriffs [and],

Coroners and Medi cal Exam ners

Section 1261. Recogni zances of Sheriffs [and], Coroners and

Medi cal Examiners.--(a) Every sheriff, whether el ected,

reel ected or appointed to fill a vacancy, not including any
coroner tenporarily acting as sheriff, and every coroner and

nedi cal exanm ner, before he is comm ssioned or executes any

duties of his respective office, shall execute and duly

19810H1304B2407 - 16 -
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acknowl edge before the recorder of deeds a proper recogni zance,
wi t hout any surety, to the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania for the
faithful discharge of all of his official duties, in |ike manner
as that of his official bond required by law and in a form
containing like conditions as such bond. The recogni zance shal
be imedi ately recorded in said county, at the expense of said

sheriff or coroner or nedi cal exanm ner, and when so recorded

shall be transmtted to the Secretary of the Commonwealth with
said recorder's certificate endorsed thereon of its having been
duly recorded and with a reference to the place of record
t her eof .

(b) Every such recogni zance hereafter executed shal
continue to be a lien on the real estate owned by the sheriff or

coroner or nedical exam ner at the date of such acknow edgnent

for a period of six years fromthat date. Every recogni zance

exam ner shall continue to be a lien on the real estate owned by

the sheriff or coroner or nmedical exanm ner at the tinme the

recogni zance was dated for a period of six years after that
date, but in every case where the period of six years has
al ready expired, the lien of such recogni zance shall continue
for a period of two years after the twenty-ninth day of
Sept enber, one thousand nine hundred fifty-one, or to the end of
the lien termfixed by law at the time the recogni zance was
execut ed, whichever date shall first occur

(c) The Secretary of the Commobnweal th shall have and keep
t he custody of every such recogni zance, and any copy thereof and
of said endorsenents certified to by the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall be conpetent evidence of the execution,

delivery and recording thereof in any judicial proceedings, and
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may be relied upon by any public officer to the sanme extent as
the original recogni zance.

(d) The recorder of deeds may also certify copies of such
recogni zance and the tinme and place of record thereof for like
pur poses, upon receipt of his fees therefor, according to
exi sting | aws.

(e) Such recogni zance or any duly certified copy thereof may
i kewi se be recorded and indexed |ike a judgnent in any other
county of this Comonweal th by any person or public officer,
upon paynent of the usual fees to the recorder of deeds and
prot honotary of such county, respectively, for the purpose of
creating a lien on any real estate of the sheriff or coroner or

nedi cal exam ner obligated thereby Iying in such other county.

(f) It shall be the duty of the recorder of deeds of the

county for which a sheriff or coroner or nedical exam ner is

el ected or appointed, as soon as said sheriff or coroner or

nedi cal exami ner is conm ssioned, to certify the date, anount
and place of record of his recognizance, with the nane and

address of said sheriff or coroner or nedical exanm ner, to the

prot honotary of said county, who shall enter such infornmation
upon his dockets and index the lien of such recognizance |like a
j udgnment obtained in the court of comon pleas of the county.

(g) Every sheriff's or coroner's or nedical exam ner's

recogni zance hereafter given shall inure to the benefit of any
surety on his official bond entitled to subrogation to the
rights of any person or corporation, including any county

intended to be benefited thereby, injured by any official

paynents by such surety for any damages for which such sheriff
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or coroner or_ nedical exanmi ner may be held to be liable in any

exam ner on his official bond or recognizance. A simlar right
of subrogation may be enforced with respect to any such
recogni zance heretofore given, to the extent permtted by | aw or
equity.

Section 1262. Sale of Real Estate Bound by Lien.--(a) |If

the sheriff or coroner or nedical exam ner shall sell any real

estate bound by the lien of any recogni zance, such sheriff or

coroner or nedical exam ner may present a petition to the court

of conmon pleas of the county wherein the Iand so bound is
situate, acconpanied by notice to his sureties on his official
bond and to his board of county comm ssioners, setting forth the
fact of such sale, and praying for a release of the lien of such
recogni zance upon the real estate described in the petition.

(b) The court, being satisfied of the sufficiency of the
sureties upon his official bond and that no action has been
commenced by any person or corporation on said recogni zance, or
that all suits thereon have been ended by paynent of any
j udgnent s obtained therein or otherwi se, may release the lien
upon such | and.

(c) The court of conmon pleas of such officer's county may,
before the release of the lien upon any such real estate,
approve of additional sureties to be added or substituted upon
his official bond, as such court shall deem necessary.

Section 8. Sections 1925, 2112 and 2590 of the act are
amended to read:

Section 1925. Power of Subpoena and Attachnent.--The
controller shall have power to issue subpoenas to obtain the

attendance of the officers whose accounts they are required to
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adjust, their executors and adm nistrators, and of any person
whom it nmay be necessary to exam ne as w tnesses, and to conpel
their attendance by attachnent, in |like manner and to the sane
extent as any court of conmon pleas of this State may or can do
in cases pending before them and also to conpel in |ike manner
t he production of all books, vouchers and papers relative to
such accounts. Such subpoena and attachnent shall be served and

executed by the sheriff or coroner or nedical exam ner of the

county, as the case may require.
Section 2112. Notification to County Conm ssioners. --The

coroners, nedical exam ners and all other public officers,

agents and servants, and all officers, agents and servants of
any county, city, township, borough, district or other
muni ci pality, or of any prison, norgue, hospital, honme or other
public institution, having the control or custody of the body of
t he deceased service person whose body is entitled to be buried
under the provisions of this subdivision, shall inmediately,
upon the death or arrival of the body of such deceased service
person, notify the county comm ssioners of the county wherein
such death occurred or wherein such deceased service person
shall have had his | egal residence.

Section 2590. Authority to Provide; Approval.--The county
commi ssi oners of each county may, upon presentnment of two
successive grand juries of the county, buy or |ease | and and
construct and naintain thereon, at the expense of the county, a
norgue for the reception and care of the bodies of all unclainmed
deceased persons upon whomit may be necessary to hold a
coroner's inquest and such other bodies as the coroner or

nedi cal exam ner of the county may, by witten order, direct to

be received therein. The location of such norgue shall be
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determ ned by the county conm ssioners, subject to the approval

Section 9. The office of coroner | N SECOND CLASS COUNTIES i s

Section 10. This act shall take effect January 1~ 10, 1982,

the end of the existing coroner's term

1

2 of a judge of the court of common pleas and the coroner or

3 nedical exaniner of the county.

4

5 hereby abolished and follow ng January 4~ 10, 1982 no person
6 shall hereafter be elected as any such officer after the

7 existing coroner's termof office term nates.

8

9 but shall not apply until

10 of office, unless a vacancy occurs in the office of coroner ON
11 OR AFTER JANUARY 10, 1982 at which time a county nedica

12 exam ner shall be appointed as successor to the coroner in
13 accordance with this act.
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