PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 858 PRINTER S NO. 1147

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 800 55

| NTRODUCED BY BI TTLE, WASS, MANM LLER, FEE, PUNT, CAPPABI ANCA
GEl ST, STEI GANER, GEI ST AND BURD, MARCH 10, 1981

AS REPORTED FROM COWVM TTEE ON CONSERVATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 25, 1981

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Reenacting and anmendi ng the act of May 15, 1945 (P.L.547,
No. 217), entitled, as anmended, "An act relating to soi
conservation and soil erosion, and | and use practices
contributing to soil wastage and soil erosion; providing for
t he organi zation of the various counties into conservation
districts; the appointnment of their officers and enpl oyes;
and prescribing their powers and duties; creating the State
Conservati on Commi ssion in the Department of Environnental
Resources and fixing its powers and duties relative to the
enforcenent of this act; providing financial assistance to
such conservation districts; and authorizing county
conmi ssioners to make appropriations thereto; providing for
di sposition and operation of existing districts; and
repealing existing laws," further providing for county
boards, providing for nom nation of district directors;
provi di ng additional duties for the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Resources, the State Conservation Comm ssion
and district boards.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title, act of May 15, 1945 (P.L.547, No.217),
known as the "Soil Conservation Law, " anmended Decenber 29, 1972
(P.L.1686, No.361), is anended to read:

AN ACT

Rel ating to soil conservation and soil erosion, and | and use
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practices contributing to soil wastage and soil erosion;

provi ding for the organization of the various counties into

conservation districts; the appointnment of their officers and
enpl oyes; and prescribing their powers and duties; creating
the State Conservati on Conm ssion in the Departnent of

Envi ronnmental Resources and fixing its powers and duties

relative to the enforcenent of this act; providing financial

assi stance to such conservation districts; and authori zi ng
county [comm ssioners] boards to make appropriations thereto;
provi ding for disposition and operation of existing
districts; and repealing existing | aws.

Section 2. The act, amended August 1, 1963 (P.L. 445,

No. 236), August 8, 1963 (P.L.598, No.315), Decenber 19, 1967
(P.L.860, No.382) and Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1686, No.361), is
reenacted and anmended to read:

Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and cited
as the "[Soil] Conservation District Law' of one thousand ni ne
hundred forty-five.

Section 2. Declaration of Policy.--It is hereby declared to
be the policy of the Commonweal th to provide for the
conservation of the soil, water and related resources of this
Commonweal th, and for the control and prevention of soil
erosion, and thereby to preserve natural resources; assist in
the control of floods; prevent inpairnment of dans and
reservoirs; assist in maintaining the navigability of rivers and
harbors; preserve wildlife; preserve the tax base; protect
public | ands; and protect and pronote the health, safety and
general welfare of the people of the Comonwealth.

Section 3. Definitions.--Wierever used or referred to in

this act unless a different neaning clearly appears fromthe
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cont ext :

(a) "Comonweal th" neans the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

(b) "Agency of this Commonweal t h" includes the governnment of
this Commonweal th and any subdi vi si on, agency or
instrunmentality, corporate or otherw se, of the governnent of
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(c) "District" or "conservation district" nmeans any county
has, by resolution, declared said county to be a conservation
district.

(d) "County board" neans the board of county comm ssioners

or the governi ng body of any county within the Conmonweal t h.

(e) "Directors"” or "Board of directors” nmeans the governing
body of a conservation district appoi nted under the provision of
this act.

(f) "Comm ssion” neans the State Conservation Conm ssion
created by this act.

(g) "United States" or "Agency of the United States”

i ncludes the United States Departnent of Agriculture and any
ot her agency or instrunmentality, corporate or otherw se, of the
government of the United States of Anerica.

(h) "CGovernnment" or "governmental" includes the governnent
of this Commonweal th and the governnment of the United States.

(1) "Land occupier” or "occupier of land" includes any
person, firmor corporation who shall hold title to, or shall be
i n possession of, any lands lying within a conservati on
district, organized under the provisions of this act, whether as
owner, |essee, renter, tenant or otherw se.

(j) "Cooperating organization" is any organizati on approved

by the conmi ssion to assist in carrying out the provisions of

19810H0800B1147 - 3 -
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this act.

(k) "Noninating organi zati on" i s any organi zati on approved

under section 4 for the purpose of nomi nating district

directors.

Section 4. State Conservation Comm ssion.--(1) There is
hereby created in the Departnent of Environnmental Resources the
St at e Conservati on Conm ssion, which shall be a departnental
adm ni strative commssion with all the powers and duties
generally vested in, and inposed upon, such comm ssions by the
Adm ni strative Code of one thousand nine hundred twenty-nine and
its anmendnents. The conm ssion shall consist of the Secretary of
Envi ronnent al Resources, who shall be the chairman, the
Secretary of Agriculture, the Dean of the College of Agriculture
of The Pennsylvania State University and four farner nenbers,
who shall be farmers, to be appointed by the Governor froma
list of eight nom nees submtted by the associati on known as

"Pennsyl vania State Council of Farm Organi zations,” and "The

Pennsyl vani a State Associ ation of Conservation District

Directors, Inc." Each association shall nom nate one candi date
for each farnmer menber vacancy. Two urban nenbers of the

commi ssion shall also be appointed to the comm ssion by the
Governor. In the event, however, that said association shal

fail to make and subnmit to the Governor, nom nations to fil
vacanci es, the Governor nay appoint any citizens of Pennsylvani a
to fill such vacancies. The State Conservationi st of the Soi
Conservation Service, United States Departnent of Agriculture

and the [Director of Agriculture and Home Econom cs Extension]

Associ ate Director of the Cooperative Extensi on Service of The

Pennsyl vania State University shall be associate, non-voting

menbers of the commi ssion. The comm ssion shall keep a record of

19810H0800B1147 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

its official actions, and may perform such acts and pronul gate
such rul es and regul ati ons as may be necessary.[, and enpl oy

such personnel as needed for the execution of its function under

this act.] The Departnent of Environnental Resources shal

assi gn such personnel as needed for the execution of the

commi ssion's function under this act. A nmgjority of the voting

menbers shall constitute a quorum and all decisions of the
commi ssion shall require a concurrence of the voting nmenbers of
the comm ssion. At the |ast regular neeting of the comm ssion in

t he cal endar year, a [vice-chairman] vice-chairperson shall be

el ected by the nenbers of the conm ssion and shall serve in that
capacity for the ensuing year.
(2) The conm ssion nmay call upon the Attorney General and/or

Ofice of General Counsel of the Commonweal th for such |egal

services as it or _any conservation district [as it] may require.

It shall have authority to delegate to its [chairman]

chai rperson, to one or nore of its nenbers, or to one or nore

agents or enpl oyes, such powers and duties as it nmay deem
proper. Upon request of the comm ssion, for the purpose of
carrying out any of its functions, any agency of the
Commonweal th and The Pennsyl vania State University nay assign or
detail nmenbers of the staff or personnel to the comm ssion, and
may meke such special reports, surveys or studies as the

conmmi ssi on may request.

(3) The farmer and urban nmenbers of the comm ssion shall be
appointed for a period of four years and shall hold office until
their successors have been appoi nted and have qualified. The
four farmer nenbers' termnms shall be so staggered that no nore
t han one nenber's term shall expire each year while the two

urban nmenbers' terns shall be so staggered that no nore than one

19810H0800B1147 - 5 -
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menber's termshall expire every second year. At the expiration
of their terns of office, or in the event of vacancies through
deat h, resignation or otherw se, new farmer or urban nenbers
shall be appointed to fill the unexpired termof the nmenbers
they are replacing. A majority of the comm ssion shal
constitute a quorum and all decisions shall require the
concurrence of a majority of the comm ssion. Al nenbers of the
conmi ssion shall be entitled to fifty dollars ($50) per diem

pl us expenses including traveling expenses incurred in the

di scharge of their duties. The [conm ssion] departnent shal
provi de for the execution of surety bonds for all enployes and
of ficers who shall be entrusted with funds or property of the
commi ssion and shall provide for the keeping of a full and
accurate record of all proceedings and of all resolutions,
regul ati ons and orders issued or adopted.

(4) In addition to the duties and powers herein conferred
upon the conm ssion, it shall have the follow ng duties and
powers:

(a) To offer such assistance as nay be appropriate to the
directors of conservation districts;

(b) To keep the directors of each of the several districts
generally informed of activities and experience useful to other
di stricts;

(c) To approve and coordinate the progranms of the several
conservation districts or projects; to apportion anong the
several districts or to any agency of the Comonweal th, the
United States or cooperating organizations any funds allotted
from State or Federal or other sources; and to be responsible
for the expenditures of such funds by the districts;

(d) To secure the cooperation and assi stance of any

19810H0800B1147 - 6 -
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governnment al agency and to be the agency through which
government aid in | and and wat er managenent and conservation of
rel ated resources can be extended to private |ands;

(e) To dissemnate information concerning the activities and
prograns of the conservation districts and to encourage the
formati on of such districts in areas where their organization is
desirabl e;

(f) To accept contributions of noney, services or nmaterials
to carry on | and and wat er managenent and conservati on of
rel ated resources under the provisions of this act;

county that may act in nom nating persons for appointnent as
directors, as provided in section six of this act. Such

desi gnations may be changed fromtinme to tine as conditions nmay
war r ant ;

(h) To approve applications for projects and recomend
priorities for planning for watershed applications under the
Wat ershed Protection and Fl ood Prevention Act, U S. Public Law
566 of 1954, as anended.

(i) To approve applications for projects and recomend
priorities for planning for applications under the Resource and
Conservati on and Devel opnment Program aut hori zed by Public Law

87-703, the Food and Agriculture Act of 1962, as anended.

(j) To approve applicati ons and reconmend priorities for

ot her Federal prograns requiring State Conservati on Agency

parti ci pati on.

(k) To provide assistance to environnmental advisory councils

created by nunicipalities pursuant to the act of Decenber 21,

1973 (P.L.425, No.148), referred to as the Mini ci pal

Envi ronnental Advi sory Council Law.

19810H0800B1147 - 7 -
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(5) The conm ssion shall have the power to receive such
funds as appropriated, given, granted or donated to it, or to
the program provided for in this act by the Federal Governnent,
t he Commonweal th or any ot her governmental or private agency or
person, and shall use such funds for the carrying out of the
provi sions of this act. The comm ssion may all ocate such funds,
or parts thereof, to the [soil and water] conservation districts
or to any agency of this Conmonwealth, the United States or
cooperating organi zation. Funds so allocated shall be
apportioned in an equitable and just manner at the discretion of
t he conm ssion, but the decision of the comm ssion shall be
final.

Section 5. Creation of Conservation Districts.--(1) Wen

the [board of county conm ssioners] county board of any county

shall determine, in the manner hereinafter provided, that
conservation of soil and water, and related resources and
control and prevention of soil erosion are problens of public
concern in the county, and that a substantial proportion of the
rural land owners of the county favor such a resolution, it
shall be lawful for the said county board [of county
conmi ssioners], by a resolution adopted at any regul ar or
speci al neeting of the board, to declare the county to be a
conservation district, for the purpose of effectuating the
| egi sl ative policy announced in section two. These
determ nati ons may be made through petitions, hearings,
county comm ssioners] deens appropri ate.

(2) Such a district, upon its creation, shall constitute a

publ i ¢ body corporate and politic exercising public powers of

t he Commonweal th as an agency thereof.

19810H0800B1147 - 8 -
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(3) Al soil conservation districts and soil and water
conservation districts created in the past under the provisions
of the act shall henceforth be nanmed conservation districts.

(4) Any conservation district may call upon the Attorney

CGCeneral or Ofice of General Counsel for such | egal services as

it may require, including the defense of any suit brought

agai nst such district, DI STRICT DI RECTOR or any enpl oye thereof.

Section 6. Designation of District Directors.--Wen a county
has been declared a conservation district, a board of directors,
consi sting of seven nmenbers, shall be appointed by the county

board [of county comm ssioners]. This board of directors shal
conmmi ssioners], not nore than four or less than two farnmers, and
not less than two or nore than four urban nenbers.[, but the]

The total nunber of directors shall always be seven, unless the

State Conservati on Conni ssi on, upon request of the district and

the county board, approves a | esser or greater nunber in unusual

or extenuating circunstances but in no case shall the nunber be

| ess than five nor nore than nine. The conposition of the board

shall be determ ned by the county [commr ssioners] board and
approved by the State Conservation Commi ssion before such change
shal | becone effective; the farmer and urban nenbers to be

appoi nted shall be selected froma list containing at |east
doubl e the nunber of directors to be appointed, and such list is
to be submtted by each of the [county-w de] organi zations

within the county designated by the State Conservation

Conmmi ssion. Upon receipt of notice fromthe State Conservation
Commi ssion of the organi zations to be entitled to make such

nom nati ons, and having secured nom nation lists, the county

board [of county commi ssioners] shall appoint the proper nunber

19810H0800B1147 - 9 -
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of directors.

The district board nmay appoi nt associ ate directors w thout

voting power to carry out the district's busi ness as directed by

the district board.

Section 7. Appointnent; Qualifications; Conpensation; and
board [of county comm ssioners] shall be appointed annually by
the county board [of county conm ssioners]. The termof office
for farmer and urban directors will be four years, except that
directors shall be appointed so that no nore than two directors’
terms shall expire in one year. A director shall hold office
until his successor has been appointed and has qualifi ed.
Vacanci es shall be filled for the unexpired ternms. Successors to
fill unexpired ternms or for full terns shall be appointed by the
county [comm ssioners] board froma |ist containing at |east
doubl e the nunber of directors to be appointed, such list to be
conposed of nominations submtted in witing by a qualified
of ficer of each of the organizations designated by the State
Conservation Comm ssion. The final list of nom nations shall be
pl aced on file by the county [comm ssioners] board and shall be
open to public inspection. In filling unexpired terns, the
county [comm ssioners] board may make appoi ntnents fromany |i st
prepared in the above nmanner that has been conpiled within the
t wel ve nont hs precedi ng such appoi nt nments.
conmmi ssioners] shall receive no additional conpensation but
shall receive traveling expenses as all owed as a nenber of the

county board [of county commi ssioners]. The other nenbers of the

board of directors shall serve w thout pay, [but] unless, at the

district's request, the State Conservati on Conm SSi on appr oves

19810H0800B1147 - 10 -
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the districts to pay directors for services rendered on specific

projects, or a per diem at a rate approved by the conm ssi on.

The directors may be reinbursed for actual and necessary

expenses incurred while engaged in the performance of their

of ficial duties, provided funds are nade avail able by the [board

of county conmm ssioners] county board or by the State
Conservati on Comm ssion for such purpose, and under such terns
and conditions as the county board or the comm ssion, whichever
has provided the funds, shall determ ne.

Section 8. Oganization of Directors.--(1) The board of
directors of the district shall be the governing body thereof.
At their first neeting in the cal endar year they shall elect a

[ chai rman] chairperson and [vice-chairman] vice-chairperson and

el ect or appoint a secretary and/or treasurer and such ot her
of ficers deened necessary. A mgjority of the voting nenbers

shall constitute a quorum The directors nmay delegate to their

[ chai rman] chairperson, or to one or nore directors, such powers
and duties as they shall deem proper. The directors shal

furnish to the State Conservati on Conmm ssi on, upon request,
copi es of such rules, orders, contracts, fornms and ot her
docunents as they shall adopt or enploy and such ot her

i nformati on concerning their activities as the conm ssion may
require in the performance of its duties under this act. They
may | i kew se appoint a secretary and/or treasurer who need not
be a menber of the board of directors.

(2) The board of directors shall provide for the execution
of surety bonds for any nenbers or enployes who shall be
entrusted with funds or property; shall provide for the keeping
of a full and accurate record of all proceedings and of al

resol utions, regulations and orders issued or adopted; shal

19810H0800B1147 - 11 -
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prepare and distribute annual reports and shall provide for an

annual audit of the accounts of receipts and di sbursenents.

(3) The board of directors may invite the |egislative body
of any political subdivision to designate a representative to
advi se and consult with the directors of the district on al
guestions of program and policy which nmay affect the property,
wat er supply, or other interests of such political subdivision.

(4) A director absent fromregular district neeting three or
nore tinmes during a year w thout due cause may be replaced by
t he county comm ssi oners.

Section 9. Powers of Districts and Directors.--The directors
of a conservation district shall have the follow ng powers in
addition to those granted in other sections of this act:

(1) To conduct surveys, investigations and research rel ating
to the character of soil erosion and the preventive control
nmeasures needed and to publish the results of such surveys,

i nvestigation or research, and dissem nate information
concerni ng such preventive and control neasures after securing
approval fromthe State Conservation Comm ssion: Provided,
however, That in order to avoid duplication of research
activities no district shall initiate any research program
except in cooperation with The Pennsylvania State University
Col | ege of Agriculture or any agency approved by the State
Conservati on Commi ssi on;

(2) To enploy the necessary personnel to properly conduct
the operations of the district and provi de adequate and
necessary insurance coverage for directors and enpl oyes, and

appropriate fringe benefits for enployes, provided funds are

avai |l abl e for such purposes;

(3) To carry out preventive and control measures within the

19810H0800B1147 - 12 -
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district, including, but not [imted, to engi neering operations,
nmet hods of cultivation, the grow ng of vegetation, changes in
use of |and and drai nage operations on | ands owned or controll ed
by this State or any of its agencies with the consent and
cooperation of the agency adm nistering and having jurisdiction
t hereof, and on any other lands within the district upon
obtaining the witten consent of the owner and occupi er of such
| ands or the necessary rights or interests in such | ands;

(4) To cooperate or enter into agreenents with, and to
furnish financial or other aid to[,] any agency, governnental or
ot herwi se, or any occupier of lands within the district in
carrying on erosion control and prevention operations, including
di tching and draining operations for effective conservation and
utilization of the lands within the district, subject to such
conditions as the directors may deem necessary to advance the
pur poses of this act: Provided, however, That such agreenents
are within the limts of available funds or within
appropriations made available to it by |aw

(5) To obtain options upon, and to acquire by purchase,
exchange, |ease, gift, grant, bequest, devise or otherw se, any
property real or personal or right or interests therein; to
mai ntai n, adm ni ster and i nprove any properties acquired; to
receive income fromsuch properties and to expend such income in
carrying out the purposes and provisions of this act; and to
sell, lease or otherw se dispose of any of its property or
interests therein in furtherance of the purposes and the
provi sions of this act;

(6) To make avail able on such ternms as it shall prescribe to
| and occupiers within the district, agricultural and engi neering

machi nery and equi prnent; fertilizer, seeds and seedlings and

19810H0800B1147 - 13 -
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such other material or equipnent as will assist such |and
occupiers to carry on operations upon their |ands for the
effective conservation and utilization of soil resources; and
for the prevention and control of soil erosion;

(7) To construct, inprove and nmaintain such structures as
may be necessary or convenient for the performance of any of the
operations authorized in this act;

[(8) To devel op conprehensive plans for the conservation of
soil resources and for the control and prevention of soi
erosion within the district, which plans shall specify in such
detail as may be possible, the acts, procedures, performances
and avoi dances which are necessary or desirable for the
ef fectuation of such plans, including the specification of
engi neering operations; methods of cultivation, the grow ng of
veget ation, cropping prograns, tillage practices and changes in
use of land and to publish such plans and information and bring
themto the attention of occupiers of lands within the district:
Provi ded, however, That in order to avoid duplication of
educational activities, such plans and information shall be
publ i shed in cooperation with The Pennsyl vania State University
Col | ege of Agriculture, or with the approval of the State
Conservati on Comm ssi on; ]

(8) To assist and advi se owners and occupiers of land in

devel opi ng pl ans for storm water nmnanagenent, soil erosion

control and conservati on of water and soil resources, including

reconmended engi neeri ng practices, cultivati on nethods, cropping

prograns, tillage practi ces and changes of | and use.

(9) To assist and advi se the county and nuni ci pal

governnents in devel opi ng and i npl enenti ng storm wat er

managenent pl ans and prograns and in adm ni stering prograns for
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fl ood control, flood plain mnagenent and water poll ution

contr ol

(10) To conduct educati onal prograns relating to soil and

wat er conservation in cooperation with the Pennsyl vani a State

Uni versity and to publish educational materials relating to soi

and water conservation with the approval of the State

Conservati on Conmi ssi on.

(11) Upon approval of the conm ssion to accept authority

del egated by local, State or Federal governnent.

[(9)] (12) To sue and be sued in the nane of the district;
to have perpetual succession unless term nated as hereinafter
provi ded; to make and execute contracts and other instrunents
necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers; to nake,
and fromtinme to tinme anend and repeal, rules and regul ati ons
not inconsistent with this act to carry into effect its purposes
and powers.

[(10)] (13) As a condition to extendi ng any benefits under
this act, or to the performance of work upon any | ands not owned
or controlled by the Commonwealth or any of its agencies, the
board of directors may require contributions in noney, services,
materials or otherwi se to any operations conferring such
benefits and may require | and occupiers to enter into and
perform such agreenents or covenants as to the long term use of
such lands as will tend to prevent or control erosion thereon.

[(11)] (14) No provisions with respect to the acquisition,
operation or disposition of property by other public bodies
shall be applicable to a district organi zed hereunder unless the
Legi slature shall specifically so state.

[(12)] (15) To accept contributions of any character from

any source whatsoever, but only by and with the consent and
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approval of the State [Soil] Conservation Comm ssion, unless the

funding is from other governmental agencies or unless

specifically authorized so to do by this act.

[(13)] (16) To sponsor projects under the Witershed
Protection and Fl ood Prevention Act, U S. Public Law 566 of
1954, as anended, and the Resource and Conservation and
Devel opnent Program aut hori zed by Public Law 87-703, the Food
and Agriculture Act of 1962, as anended.

(17) To establish a program of assi stance to environnment al

advi sory councils which may i nclude, but not be linmted to,

educati onal services, exchange of information or assi gnnent of

adm ni strati ve and/ or techni cal personnel.

Section 10. Cooperation between Districts.--The directors of
any two or nore districts organi zed under the provisions of this
act may cooperate with one another in the exercise of any or al

powers conferred in this act. Directors of two or nore

districts, upon approval of the county boards and the State

Conservati on Conmmi ssion, nmay create speci al purpose or watershed

districts to solve specific problens of a nulti-county nature.

Section 11. State Agencies to Cooperate.--Agencies of this
Commonweal th which shall have jurisdiction over or be charged
with the adm nistration of State hi ghways, or any State-owned
| ands and agenci es of any county or other governnent al
subdi vi sion of the State, which shall have jurisdiction over or
be charged with the adm nistration of any county-owned or other
publicly owned | ands lying within the boundaries of any district
or gani zed hereunder, may cooperate with the directors of such
districts in the effectuation of progranms and operations
undertaken by the board of directors under the provisions of

this act.

19810H0800B1147 - 16 -



Section 12. Discontinuance of Districts.--(1) The county
board of any county in which, by resolution, such county was
declared to be a conservation district, may at any tinme after
five years fromthe passage of said resolution and after
determi ning that a substantial proportion of the |and occupiers
of the district so desire, and upon approval by the comm ssion,
repeal said resolution at a regular or special neeting of said
board. This determ nation may be made through heari ngs,
petitions, referenda or any other neans which the county board
deens appropri ate.

(2) Upon the repeal of the resolution which declared the
county to be a conservation district, the directors may not
enter into any nore contracts or agreenents on behalf of the
district, and all rules and regul ati ons theretofore adopted and
in force within such district shall be of no further force and
effect. Such district, however, shall continue for a period not
to exceed two years for the purpose of fulfilling its contracts,
di scharging any existing obligations, collecting and
distributing its assets and doing all other acts required to
adjust and wind up its affairs not to exceed a period of two
years.

(3) Upon the repeal by the county board [of county
conmmi ssioners] of the resolution declaring the county to be a
conservation district, the directors shall, at public auction,
di spose of all property belonging to the district as soon as
said property is no |longer needed by the district to fulfill any
exi sting contracts, and shall forthwith pay over the proceeds of
such sale, less the necessary costs of the sale, into the county
treasury. The directors shall, at |east ten days prior to

hol di ng such public auction, notify the conm ssion of the
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property proposed to be sold thereat, and after such sal e shal
commi ssion a report of such sale specifying the property sold,

t he amount received therefor and the disposition of the
proceeds. Such report of the sale shall also be acconpani ed by a
list of the remaining property of the district still undi sposed
of .

(4) Any property, real or personal, remaining unsold at the
end of two years shall be taken over by the county board for
proper disposition and the proceeds derived therefrom placed in
the county treasury.

Section 13. County [ Conm ssioners'] Boards'

Appropriations.--The county [comm ssioners] boards of the
several counties of this Commonweal th are hereby authorized to
appropriate annually out of the current revenues of the county,
noneys to the conservation district, properly organi zed and
functioning under the provisions of this act, and |located within
the county. The anount appropriated shall be determned as in
the case of county appropriations, or appropriations of cities
of the first class, as the case may be.

Section 14. State Appropriations.--The General Assenbly of
t he Commonweal th shall appropriate fromtinme to tine as nmay be
necessary, noneys out of the General Fund to the State
Conservation Commi ssion for its use in admnistering the
provi sions of this act.

Section 15. Acts Repeal ed.--The act approved the second day
of July, one thousand nine hundred thirty-seven (Panphl et Laws,
two thousand seven hundred twenty-four), entitled "An act

relating to soil conservation and soil erosion, and regul ating

| and use practices contributing to soil wastage and soi
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erosion; providing for the organi zation of soil conservation
districts, as governnmental subdivisions of the Conmonwealth,

wi th powers of enacting ordinances and regul ations for the
prevention and control of soil erosion and the conservation of
soil resources; prescribing the officers and enpl oyes thereof,
and defining their powers and duties; creating the State Soi
Conservation Board in the Departnent of Agriculture and inposing
powers and prescribing duties thereon relative to the
enforcenent of this act; providing financial assistance to such
soi|l conservation districts; prescribing penalties, and naking
an appropriation,” as anended, is hereby repeal ed, except that
districts now chartered and operating under said acts, |ying
wholly in one county, may continue to operate thereunder wth
the State Soil Conservation Conm ssion replacing the State Soi
Conservation Board until the board of county comm ssioners, in
the county in which such district is |located, declare the county
to be a soil conservation district at which time their affairs
shal |l be closed out and all assets and records turned over to
the board of directors of the newy declared district, or when a
di strict now chartered and operating under said acts has
boundari es which extend into two counties it may continue to
operate thereunder with the State Soil Conservati on Comr ssion
replacing the State Soil Conservation Board until the county
conmi ssioners, in the county in which the mgjor part of such
district is |located, declare that county to be a soi
conservation district, at which tine the affairs of such
district shall be closed out and all assets and records turned
over to the board of directors of the newy declared district
(in the case where a soil conservation district now organi zed

shall conprise territory outside of the county containing its

19810H0800B1147 - 19 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

principal territory, the portion outside shall be adm nistered
by the board of directors of the newy fornmed district
conprising the county where the principal territory is | ocated
until such time as the county where the outside portionis

| ocated shall constitute itself a soil conservation district
under this act, whereupon the said outside portion shall becone
a part of the county district wherein it is geographically

| ocated) and in cases where the board or boards of county
commi ssioners fails or fail to organi ze under this act, said
district or districts may continue to function as heretofore
under said acts.

Section 16. Contracts to Remain in Force.--Wenever any
| ands which constitute all or a part of a soil conservation
district created pursuant to the act, approved the second day of
July, one thousand nine hundred thirty-seven (Panphlet Laws, two
t housand seven hundred twenty-four), and its anmendnents, becone
[of county comm ssioners], all contracts theretofore entered
into to which the former district or supervisors thereof were
parties, shall remain in force and effect for the period
provi ded in such contracts, and the directors of the newy
created district shall be substituted for the supervisors of the
former district as party to those contracts relating to | ands
lying within the district of which they are directors.

The representative directors of the district created by the
county board [of county conmm ssioners] shall be entitled to al
the benefits and be subject to all liabilities under such
contracts, and shall have the sane right and liability to
perform to require performance, to sue and be sued thereon,

including the right to term nate such contracts by nutual
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consent or otherwi se as the supervisors of the district created,
pursuant to the act, approved the second day of July, one
t housand ni ne hundred thirty-seven (Panphlet Laws, two thousand
seven hundred twenty-four), and its anendnents.

Section 17. Effective Date.--This act shall become effective

i mredi ately upon its final enactnent.

~N~ o o~ W ON

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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