SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 706, 1491, 2124 PRINTER S NO. 2303

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 671 55

| NTRODUCED BY ZW KL, J. L. WRIGHT, SPENCER, |RVI S,
W D. HUTCH NSON, GALLEN, PITTS, LLOYD, VROON, BROW, POIT,
DAW DA, LETTERVAN, M COZZI E, PI CCOLA, KUKOVI CH, HOEFFEL,
WARGO, EARLEY, ALDEN, KANUCK, MVERRY, SPITZ, ClVERA, WACHOB,
SWEET, ARMSTRONG, ALDEN, BRANDT, SNYDER, PI STELLA,
CALTAG RONE, BELARDI AND M| NTYRE, FEBRUARY 18, 1981

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, OCTOBER 13, 1981
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AN ACT

AMENDI NG TI TLE 18 (CRI MES AND OFFENSES) OF THE PENNSYLVAN A <—
CONSOLI DATED STATUTES, ADDI NG AN OFFENSE AND PROVI DI NG A
PENALTY.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Seetion—t.—Short-—title- <—
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13 SECTION 1. TITLE 18, ACT OF NOVEMBER 25, 1970 (P.L.707,

14 NO 230), KNOAN AS THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES, 1S

15 AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ:

16 § 3929.1. LIBRARY THEFT.

17 (A) COFFENSE DEFINED. --A PERSON IS GULTY OF LIBRARY THEFT I F
18 HE WLLFULLY CONCEALS ON H' S PERSON OR AMONG HI S BELONG NGS ANY
19 LIBRARY OR MUSEUM MATERIAL WHI LE STILL ON THE PREM SES OF A

20 LIBRARY OR WLLFULLY AND W THOUT AUTHORI TY REMOVES ANY LI BRARY
21 OR MJUSEUM MATERI AL FROM A LI BRARY WTH THE | NTENTI ON OF

22 CONVERTI NG SUCH MATERIAL TO H'S OMNN USE

23 (B) GRADI NG - -

24 (1) LIBRARY THEFT CONSTI TUTES A:

25 (1) SUMVARY OFFENSE VWHEN THE OFFENSE |S A FI RST

26 OFFENSE AND THE VALUE OF THE MATERIAL IS LESS THAN $150.
27 (1) ™M SDEMEANCOR CF THE SECOND DECGREE WHEN THE

28 OFFENSE |S A SECOND OFFENSE AND THE VALUE OF THE MATERI AL
29 | S LESS THAN $150.

30 (1) ™M SDEMEANOR OF THE FI RST DECGREE WHEN THE

19810H0671B2303 - 4 -



1 OFFENSE |S A FIRST OR SECOND OFFENSE _AND THE VALUE OF THE
2 MATERIAL |S $150 OR MORE.

3 (1V)  FELONY OF THE THI RD DEGREE WHEN THE OFFENSE | S
4 A TH RD OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE, REGARDLESS OF THE VALUE OF
5 THE MATERIAL.

6 (2)  AMOUNTS INVOLVED I N LI BRARY THEFTS COWM TTED

7 PURSUANT TO ONE_SCHEME OR COURSE OF CONDUCT, WHETHER FROM THE
8 SAME LI BRARY OR SEVERAL LIBRARIES, NMAY BE AGGREGATED I N

9 DETERM NI NG THE GRADE OF THE OFFENSE

10 (6 PRESUWPTI ON. - -A PERSON WHO W LLFULLY CONCEALS ANY

11 LI BRARY OR MJUSEUM MATERIAL ON H' S PERSON OR AMONG HI' S BELONG NGS
12 VWH LE STILL ON THE PREM SES OF THE LI BRARY OR IN THE | MVEDI ATE
13 MIANTY THEREOF SHALL BE PRI MA FACI E PRESUMED TO HAVE CONCEALED
14 THE LI BRARY OR MJUSEUM MATERI AL W TH THE | NTENTI ON OF CONVERTI NG
15 SUCH MATERIAL TO H'S OMN USE. H—ANY—LIBRARY-OR-MJSEUM-MATERIAL  <—
16

17

18 (D) DETENTI ON. - - A PEACE OFFI CER, EMPLOYEE OR AGENT OF A

19 LI BRARY VWHO HAS PROBABLE CAUSE TO BELI EVE THAT A PERSON HAS

20 COW TTED LI BRARY THEFT NMAY DETAI N SUCH PERSON ON THE PREM SES
21 OF THE LIBRARY OR IN THE I MMEDI ATE VICINITY THERECF FOR THE

22 FOLLON NG PURPGSES:

23 (1) TO CONDUCT AN | NVESTI GATI ON I N A REASONABLE MANNER
24 AND WTHI N A REASONABLE LENGTH OF TIME TO DETERM NE VWHETHER
25 SUCH PERSON HAS UNLAWFULLY CONCEALED OR REMOVED ANY LI BRARY
26 OR MUSEUM NVATERI AL.

27 (2) TO INFORM A PEACE OFFI CER OF THE DETENTI ON OF THE

28 PERSON OR SURRENDER THAT PERSON TO THE CUSTCODY OF A PEACE

29 OFFI CER.

30 (E)  EXEMPTION FROM LI ABILITY.--A PEACE CFFI CER, EMPLOYEE OR
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AGENT OF A LI BRARY WHO DETAINS OR CAUSES THE ARREST OF ANY

PERSON PURSUANT _TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE HELD CIVILLY OR

CRIM NALLY LIABLE FOR FALSE ARREST, FALSE | MPRI SONVENT, UNLAWFUL

DETENTI ON, ASSAULT, BATTERY, SLANDER, LIBEL OR MALI Cl QUS

PROSECUTI ON OF THE PERSON DETAI NED OR ARRESTED PROVI DED THE

PEACE OFFI CER, EMPLOYEE OR AGENT OF THE LI BRARY HAD AT THE Tl ME

OF THE DETENTI ON OR ARREST PROBABLE CAUSE TO BELI EVE THAT THE

PERSON COWM TTED LI BRARY THEFT.

(F) PUBLIC DI SPLAY OF ACT.--A COPY OF THI S SECTION SHALL BE

PUBLI CLY DI SPLAYED | N THE READI NG ROOMS AND OTHER PUBLI C ROOVS

OF ALL LIBRARIES I N SUCH NUMBER AND MANNER AS WLL BRING TH S

SECTI ON TO THE ATTENTI ON OF PATRONS.

(G __FINGERPRINTING --PRIOR TO THE COMVENCEMENT OF TRIAL OR

ENTRY OF PLEA OF A DEFENDANT 16 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER ACCUSED OF

THE SUVWVARY OFFENSE COF LI BRARY THEFT, THE | SSU NG AUTHORI TY

SHALL ORDER THE DEFENDANT TO SUBM T W THI N FI VE DAYS OF SUCH

ORDER FOR FI NGERPRI NTI NG BY THE MUNICl PAL POLI CE OF THE

JURISDICTION IN VWH CH THE OFFENSE ALLEGEDLY WAS COW TTED OR THE

STATE POLI CE. FI NGERPRI NTS SO OBTAI NED SHALL BE FORWARDED

| MVEDI ATELY TO THE PENNSYLVANI A STATE POLI CE FOR DETERM NATI ON

AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THE DEFENDANT PREVI OQUSLY HAS BEEN CONVI CTED

OF THE OFFENSE COF LI BRARY THEFT. THE RESULTS OF SUCH

DETERM NATI ON SHALL BE FORWARDED TO THE POLI CE DEPARTIVENT

OBTAI NI NG THE FI NGERPRI NTS | F SUCH DEPARTMENT |S THE PROSECUTOR,

OR TO THE I SSUI NG AUTHORITY | F THE PROSECUTOR | S OTHER THAN A

POLI CE OFFI CER. _THE | SSUI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL NOT PROCEED W TH THE

TRIAL OR PLEA I N SUMVARY CASES UNTIL I'N RECEIPT OF THE

DETERM NATI ON MADE BY THE STATE POLICE. THE DI STRI CT_JUSTI CE

SHALL USE THE | NFORVATI ON OBTAI NED SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF

GRADI NG THE OFFENSE PURSUANT TO SUBSECTI ON (B).
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(H DEFINITIONS. --AS USED I N THI S SECTI ON THE FOLLOW NG

WORDS AND PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM IN TH' S

SUBSECTI| ON:

"CONCEAL. " TO CONCEAL LI BRARY OR MUSEUM NVATERI AL_SO THAT,

ALTHOUGH THERE MAY BE SOVE NOTICE OF ITS PRESENCE, |IT IS NOT

VI SI BLE THROUGH ORDI NARY OBSERVATI ON.

"LI BRARY. " ANY PUBLI C LI BRARY, ANY L|BRARY, ARCHI VES OR

MANUSCRI PT_REPOSI TORY OF EDUCATI ONAL, HI STORI CAL OR ELEEMOSYNARY

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

I NSTI TUTI ON, ORGANI ZATI ON OR SCOCI ETY, ANY MUSEUM AND ANY

=Y
o

REPOSI TORY OF PUBLI C RECORDS.

=
=

"LI BRARY OR MUSEUM NVATERIAL." ANY BOCK, PLATE, PI CTURE,

=
N

PHOTOGRAPH, ENGRAVI NG, PAI NTI NG, DRAW NG, VAP, NEWSPAPER,

=
w

MAGAZI NE, PAMPHLET, BROADSI DE, MANUSCRI PT, DOCUMENT, LETTER,

H
o

PUBLI C RECORD, M CRCFI LM SOUND RECORDI NG AUDI OvI SUAL NMATERI ALS

=Y
(63}

I N ANY FORVAT, MAGNETI C OR OTHER TAPES, ELECTRONI C DATA

=Y
(e}

PROCESSI NG RECORDS, DI SPLAY OBJECT, EXHI BIT, WORK OF ART,

=
\l

ARTI FACT, OR OTHER DOCUMENTARY, WRI TTEN OR PRI NTED MATERI ALS

=Y
oo

REGARDLESS OF PHYSI CAL_FORM OR CHARACTERI STICS, BELONG NG TO, _ON

=
O

LOAN TO OR OTHERW SE IN THE CUSTODY OF A LI BRARY.

N
o

"PREM SES OF A LIBRARY." I NCLUDES BUT |S NOT LIMTED TO THE

N
=

LI BRARY AND ALL PARKI NG AREAS SET ASI DE FOR THE PARKI NG OF

N
N

VEHI CLES FOR THE CONVENI ENCE OF THE PATRONS OF SUCH LI BRARY.

N
w

Section #+ 2. Ef fecti ve date. <—

N
~

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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