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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 671 55
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AN ACT
Providing for the protection of library, nmuseum and archi val
material, defining the crime of library theft, providing for
the detention of suspects, exenpting libraries and their
enpl oyees fromcivil and crimnal liability and providing
penal ti es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

The act shall be known and may be cited as the "Archive,
Li brary and Museum Protection Act."”

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

“"Library." Any public library, any library, archives or
manuscri pt repository of an educational historical or

el eenosynary institution, organization or society, any museum

and any repository of public records.
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"Li brary and museum material." Any book, plate, picture,
phot ograph, engraving, painting, drawi ng, nap, newspaper,
magazi ne, panphl et, broadsi de, nmanuscript, docunent, letter,
public record, mcrofilm sound recording, audiovisual naterials
in any format, magnetic or other tapes, electronic data
processi ng records, display object, exhibit, work of art,
artifact, or other docunentary, witten or printed materials
regardl ess of physical formor characteristics, belonging to, on
| oan to, or otherwise in the custody of a |ibrary.

Section 3. Crinme of library theft.

(a) Ofense defined.--A person is guilty of the crinme of
library theft when he willfully conceals on his person or anong
hi s bel ongi ngs any book, object or other library and nuseum
material while still on the prem ses of the library or willfully
and wi thout authority renoves any book, object or other |ibrary
and museum material fromsuch library with the intention of
converting themto his own use.

(b) Grading.--

(1) Library theft constitutes a:

(i) Sunmary of fense when the offense is a first
of fense and the value of the material is |ess than $150.

(ii) M sdeneanor of the second degree when the
offense is a second of fense and the value of the materi al
is less than $150.

(iti1) M sdeneanor of the first degree when the
offense is a first or second offense and the val ue of the
material is $150 or nore.

(iv) Felony of the third degree when the offense is
a third or subsequent offense, regardless of the val ue of

the materi al .
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(2) Amounts involved in library thefts commtted
pursuant to one schene or course of conduct, whether fromthe
same library or several libraries nay be aggregated in
determ ning the grade of the offense.

(c) Presunption.--A person who willfully conceal s any book,
object or other library and nmuseum material on his person or
anong his bel ongings while still on the prem ses of the |ibrary
or in the imediate vicinity thereof shall be prinma facie
presuned to have conceal ed the book, object or other |ibrary and
museum material with the intention of converting themto his own
use. If a book, object or other library and nuseum naterial are
found conceal ed upon his person or anong his bel ongings, it
shall be prima facie evidence of willful conceal nent.

Section 4. Detention.

A library or an enpl oyee or agent of a library that has
probabl e cause to believe that a person has commtted library
theft may detain such person on the prem ses of the library or
in the imediate vicinity thereof for the follow ng purposes:

(1) To conduct an investigation in a reasonabl e manner
and within a reasonable I ength of tine to determ ne whet her
such person has unlawfully conceal ed or renoved a book,
obj ect or other library and nuseum materi al .

(2) To informa peace officer of the detention of the
person and to surrender that person to the custody of a peace
of ficer.

Section 5. Exenption fromliability.

A library or an enpl oyee or agent of a |ibrary who detains or
causes the arrest of any person pursuant to section 4 shall not
be held civilly or crimnally liable for false arrest, false

i mprisonnment, unlawful detention, assault, battery, sl ander,
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libel or malicious prosecution of the person detained or
arrested, provided that in detaining or causing the arrest of
the person, the library or the enployee or agent of the library
had at the time of the detention or arrest probable cause to
believe that the person commtted the crime of library theft.
Section 6. Public display of act.

A copy of this act shall be publicly displayed in the reading

roons and ot her public roons of all libraries in such nunber and
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manner as will bring the act to the attention of all patrons.
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Section 7. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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