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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 495 =55

| NTRODUCED BY PITTS, NAHI LL, ARTY, DeVERTER, COCHRAN
J. L. WRIGHT, LEHR, MAI ALE, NOYE, MVERRY, PHI LLI PS,
KLI NGAMAN, FI SCHER, DAW DA, POTT, CORNELL, DORR, PRATT,
HONAMAN, L. E. SM TH, PERZEL, STAI RS, VROON, PENDLETON,
GRUPPO, CTM N, SWAIM E. Z. TAYLOR LETTERMAN, ZW KL
PI STELLA, M COZZI E, SNYDER, BURD, GLADECK, MOEHLMANN, HAYES,
HASAY, WLSON, MRKONI C, LEWS, SIRI ANNI, BOWSER, SPI TZ,
ALDEN AND Mcl NTYRE, FEBRUARY 10, 1981

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 10, 1981
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), entitled
"An act relating to Coomonweal th docunents; providing for the
printing and distribution of adm nistrative regul ati ons;
regul ati ng the adoption, publication, codification and
ef fectiveness of regul ations, statenents of policy, and
certain other Conmonweal th docunments; creating the Joint
Committee on Docunents and prescribing its powers and duties;
provi di ng penalties, and naki ng appropriations and repeal s, "
provi ding for cost inpact statenents determ ned by the Ofice
of the Budget in connection with pronul gation of regul ations
and adding a short title.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240),
entitled "An act relating to Commonweal th docunents; providing
for the printing and distribution of adm nistrative regul ati ons;
regul ati ng the adoption, publication, codification and
ef fectiveness of regul ations, statenments of policy, and certain

ot her Commonweal t h docunents; creating the Joint Commttee on
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Docunents and prescribing its powers and duties; providing
penal ti es, and meki ng appropriations and repeals,” is anmended by
addi ng a section to read:

Section 101.1. Short Title.--This act shall be known, and

may be cited, as the "Commbnweal th Docunents Law, "

Section 2. Section 102 of the act is anmended by addi ng
definitions to read:

Section 102. Definitions.--The followi ng words and terns
shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se:

(0.1) "Activity" nmeans a busi ness or other econom c unit of

society which is the subject of requlation by an agency.

* * %

(4.1) "Budget office" neans the Governor's Office of the

(7.1) "Cost inpact” neans a financial burden i nposed by a

requl ation requiring an activity to make substanti al

expendi tures of noney. The term does not include petty |icense

or permt fees or total cost inpacts of |ess than $500 on any

one activity.

* * %

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 205.1. Cost |Inpact Statenent.--(a) The cost inpact

of every proposed new reqgul ati on or change to an exi sting

requl ati on shall be fixed by the budget office before it is

deposited with the bureau, pursuant to section 207. In fixing

t he anpunt of such cost inpact, the budget office shall consi der

such relevant data as will enable it to make a reasonabl e

deterni nation. Every such determ nati on shall be expressed in
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units not |less than five hundred dollars ($500). The sum

deterni ned shall be incorporated in the body of proposed new

requl ati on whenever publication under this act is required. The

deterni nati on of the budget office shall be final as to the

agency, but nothing in this subsection shall effect the ri ght of

any person adversely affected by a budget office deterni nation

to obtain a redeterni nati on on cause shown in any appropriate

pr oceedi ng.

(b) Where the agency proposing a new requl ati on has not

previ ously pronul gated any requl ations with a cost inpact, the

budget office shall fix the maxi num cost inpact all owabl e.

Section 205.2 Mbdification of Existing Regul ati ons' Cost

| npact.--(a) Wienever an agency proposes a new requl ati on or

change to an existing regulation having a cost inpact on an

activity, it shall nodify its existing regul ati ons cost i npact

by reduci ng cost inpacts thereof in the anpunt of the cost

i npact of the new requl ati on. Such nodificati ons shall be nade

to requl ati ons affecting the sane activity if possible, but if

not, then to any other activity or activities reqgulated by it.

(b)Y The required cost inpact nodifications shall be set

forth in the body of the proposed new requl ati on confornm ng to

the determ nati on nade by the budget office.

(c) Every agency may add 5% of each cost inpact annually if

necessary to nmake an adjustnent due to inflation.

Secti on 205. 3. | nm nent Threat to Public Health and

Saf ety.--The provi sions of sections 205.1, 205.2 and 205.4 shal

not apply to any requl ati on or change thereto pronul gated to

avert an inmnent threat to public health and safety.

Section 205.4. Cost | npact Nonconpliance Penalty.--1f any

agency fails to conply with the provisions of sections 205.1,
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205.2 and 205.3, its chief executive officer shall be quilty of

a sunmary of fense and on conviction thereof shall be sentenced

1
2
3 to pay a fine of three hundred dollars ($300).
4

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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